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Club Rouge

a Gentlemen’s Lounge
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ENTERTAINER
OF THE MONTH

GENTLEMEN'S CLUB
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ALWAYS CONTRACTING OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK $3 BUFFET

403 SW HARVEY MILK ST, PORTLAND, OR 97204 (503) 227-3936



PlayHouse ' /
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BONDAGE
T0YS

VEGAS:STYLE LINEUP,

Fri ‘oct 129 2'Sat, 0ct 26

6-1:

224/7 | Puvale

EelBtens

9939 SE STARK ST - PUHTLAHD,M} |
(503) 256-0527 < 10:30AM-2:30AM DAIL

WinW.Club205PDX co
f.© & » (lub205BDX

10:30AM-6PM DAILY
DOMESTIC DRAFTS & WELL DRINKS-$2.25

WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS

* DISCOUNTED PREMIUM WHISKEY 9PM-MIDNIGHT

OCTOBER FOOD SPECIALS
RIBEVE STEAK AND SHRIMP
HALIBUT FISH & CHIPS ON FRIDAY & SATURDAY

TEXT STEVE [503] 619-5602
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COME SEE
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GENTLEMEN’S CLUB

3803 COMMERCIAL ST SE IN SALEM

MON-FRI & SUN
11:30AM-6PM
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OPEN TOALL CUSTOMERS
SATURDAY, 0CTOBER 19
$500 CASH PRIZES

THURSDAY, 0CTOBER 31 =
COSTUME CONTEST
$500 CASH PRIZES

nll;; v
10TT
GAMES
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OPEN 2PM-2:30AM 7 DAYS A WEEK

HAPPY HOUR 2PM-6PM DAILY
17544 SE STARK ST - (503) 252-3529
FOLLOWUSON @ &LIKEUSON [§!
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CABARET'S ANNUAL

HALLOWEEN

COSTUIME CONTEST!
THURSDRY, DETOBER 31

CUSTOIMERS, DANCERS & EMPLOYEES
ALL TRKE PART In CONTEST!

TOP 3 BEST DRESSED Wil CASH!
PRIZE GIVEAWRYS AND SPECIALS ALL MIGHT!

4 CHAMPAGNE ROOMS, VIP ROOMS & LAP DANCE CORNERS YOUR CHOICE!
HUGE MAIN STAGE, LONG CATWALK STAGE AND CAGE STAGE!

[ S
LARGE HEATED AND COVERED PATIO WITH 2 BIG SCREEN TVS! e 54
ASK ABOUT OUR BIRTHDAY & BACHELOR PARTY PACKAGES! - - -3
EROTIC, 2-GIRL HOT TUB SHOWS! 11PM NIGHTLY o s <@
2\ &
£X08 VIDEO *®.
HOME OF THE LOTTERY Vg

MIDNIGHT

DOLLAR DANCES!

ENTERTAINERS ALWAYS NEEDED - LARGE DRESSING ROOM WITH SHOWER & TANNING BED
CALL TO SCHEDULE AUDITIONS (503) 252-3529



o Reveal Lounge
ReveallLoungePDX_Official

D RevealLoungelLC@Gmailcom

HALLOWEEN BASH
& COSTUME CONTEST!

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25
GIVEAWAYS FROM OUR SPONSORS

BLY/C KRN Ty

EVERY MONDAY!

MOVIE MONDAYS
DOLLAR DRAFT BEER SPECIALS ALL DAY
MOVIE-THEMED PERFORMANCES
& DRINK SPECIALS ALL NIGHT

EVERY WEDNESDAY!
DAISY DUKES & TATTOOS

INDUSTRY NIGHT
$15 TABLE DANCES - DRINK SPECIALS
GIVEAWAYS FROM OUR SPONSORS

NOW HIRING

NTERTAINERS 18+
CONTACT BOOKING
(503) 660-7815

E—nZ'ZrM" Gamwﬁ ® pww? ® Co&%&
8345 SW BARBUR BLVD - PORTLAND, OR 97219

MON-FRI 2PM-2:30AM, SAT-SUN 4PM-2:30AM
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Portiand;s/Number.0One]Destination
For/Pleasurel&!Fun!

8315 SW BARBUR BLVD - 503.972.1111 - 24/7 =

A Female-Owned And Operaled .- ES7T /1996 Mo Aupoinimeri Necesdarny ~ Couples Welcome / Ladies Free

OCTOBER IN-STORE SPECIAL
—Half Off Halloween—

*50% off all Halloween costumes, all month long!

VANCOUVER PEARL
4811 NE 94™ AVE 311 NW BROADWAY  2330SE82NDAVE 237 SEMLKJR BLVD
f L 4 t . VANCOUVER, WA 98662 PORTLAND, OR97209 PORTLAND, OR97216 PORTLAND, OR 97214
(360) 254-1126 (503) 227-3443 (503) 777-6033 (503) 239-1678

TABOOVIDEO.COM  VISIT US IN-STORE FOR SPECIALS 24/7

exotic magazine | xmag.com




® JOBSEEKERS: REGISTER AND POST
YOUR RESUME FOR FREE!

® EMPLOYERS: THOUSANDS OF
TALENTED PERFORMERS
READY TO WORK!

® TARGET SPECIFIC LOCATIONS
TO GET THE MOST OUTSCHS
YOUR LISTING!

® ACCOUNTS ARE FAST
AND EASY TO SET UP AND
RATES ARE REASONABLE!

:r .

N

. CATEGORIES INCLUDE
EXOTIC DANCERS
CLUB/BAR STAFF
ACTORS/ACTRESSES
WEBCAM MODELS
LINGERIE MODELS
AND MUCH MORE!




STRIPCLUBHAUNTEDHOUSE.CO

3 YouTube Strip Club Haunted House 5 Trailer

FSE (503) 957-5293 « SPYCECLUB.COM » 210 NW COUCH ST PDX, OR » SHOT BY BREE BARILE
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QUALIFIER ROUND 11

SHTURDMY OCTOBER 12 @ 9PM

52 BREA KFAS T
MONDAY - mmAmAM 12PM

INDUS TRY DIS(OUN IS
ALL DAY, EVERY DAY
10% OFF WITH OLCC CARD

HAPPY HOUR
DRINK SPECIALS
T10AM-6PM DAILY

$6 LUNCH MENU
10AM-2PM DAILY

THE VENUE BOUTIQUE § ’,

Gﬂfg gﬁﬁoﬁ%ﬁﬁéafg}g’:&lgﬂs p @7’6%”11/&5%’73’/(4’% .

Nina, Ginger, Jackie, Ghelsea,
FALCO'S PUB

ey, Shane & Veronmicq
(503) 477-9628 - FREE WHFI

HIRING DANCERS - SEND PICTURES TO (503) 803-1830 FOR AUDITIONS



._ Nﬂ!”'c

n EEAIIIM' AI IIPM & 1AM "‘VIP Tﬂﬂlfs ﬂVﬂIMﬂl[ ‘ﬂfoﬂVAIIﬂIIS ﬂfﬂﬂMMﬂlﬂfﬂ
- R | N R Vi i&lm% R W ARRE R
;5‘ _MONDAYS NAUGHTY 90SWITH NIK SIN  KIT KATUESDAYS - KAT THEMED FEATURES WITH TWICE THE PLEASURE ON TWO STAGES  WEDNESDAYS - NERDNIGHTWITHJIMMYNEWSTE]TEH s
THURSDAYS - BIG TOP BOOTY DROP WITH JON DUTCH  SUNDAYS - BAD KITTIES WITH NIKKI LEV ~ -&\

——

_-'n‘pE” L4 M_z 3“““ nn||_v|(|'|'|(||'|'c[|]B|anic|]“ ﬁl mmum"mmmsmmmmnus 3

A ki~ e w = N
= BTN ar

"

—



<x¢%c  FEATURES

Issue #3195 - Volume 27 - Number 4
October 2019

Copyright © 2019 KMAG LLC. : ¥
Exotic® is a registered trademark - '
owned by XMAG LLC. All rights reserved.
Published monthly by XMAG LLC.
Circulation: 75,000 per month at 200+ sites
Mailing Address:
818 SW 3rd Avenue, Suite 1324
Portland, Oregon 97204
Telephone: 503.241.4317
Fax: 503.914.0439
Email: info@xmag.com
Exotic Online: www.xmag.com

cultural appropriation is just the tip of the
icebery

page 20

hy wombstretcha

Publisher
KMAG LLC. - . -

Ray McMillin
the finals, in photos, complete with

high-quality ink
page 28
photos by hypnox

Copy Editor
Adam ). Burt

Production Manager
Shawna Stephens

Graphic Design z
ViDA Creative N
Darkstar Graphics

Contributing Photographers
London A. Lunoux - HYPNOX
AmbeRed

) ever wonder how your favorite haunt would
2~ 2 lookasavenue?

Distribution g vAY IR page 34
Enrico Carrisco - Adam J. Burt hy hlazer sparrow

Contributors
Stoned Cold Sativa Awesome
Brad Cox
W. Bill Czolgosz
DiscountTherapist
DJ Hazmatt
Ray McMillin
Esmerelda Rupp-Spangle
Blazer Sparrow
Wombstretcha The Magnificent

Advertising
Adam J. Burt (503) 804-4479

an honest review of dancer diaries, the film
page 46

Cover Photography by ray memillin

HYPNOX

Cover Model
Katniss
Team BLU

i . 'li L
Exoticis not liable for any images of IIIIIIIEIS used by advertisers to promote products
or services. Rights and releases are the sole responsibility of the advertisers. All
persons appearing in photos are over the age of 18. One copy of each edition of Exotic
is available free to any person each month. Anyone removing magazines in bulk will
be prosecuted on theft charges to the fullest extent of the law. Rny reproduction of

e e o 4 f .Tf,i.‘.pw:’ "hetisoony
gx

tainundesirable side effects. Possihle side effects inclute headache, dizziness, mild HALL
nausea, diahrrea, vomiting, rash, itching, hives, swelling of the lins and face, hair OWEEN PARTYING g PG.32
growth, hand tremors, gum swelling, higher blood pressure, increase in cholesterol EXO ]'m MAPS DVICE P
level, altered kidney function, swollen gums, acrie, weight gain, biood in the urine, S [(PDX/op, OR/wn) G. 36 .

0T e gt sty st e e o o, e et MA PG. 38" SRS
:ln:d cenea:'nn:ua:ns [ Im:e lerl:L violent, right- mlllln"::nnnllc:n I:Iellavmr I n"ESS IS LIKE GRAVITY PG.42 s

m o s



BARTENDING
MONDARY & THURSORY NIGHTS
8PM-2:30AM

NOW FEATURING

SENTERTANERS 21 | ﬁ‘é’ﬁ o
R

-~ HAWTHORNESTRIPEMAILLOM ; SERVING THROUGH
: OUR PATIO!

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/HAWTHORNESTRIPONPOWELL | BHAWTHORNESTRIP | #HAWTHORNESTRIPONPOWELL | HAWTHORNESTRIPLOM




meoOTTERY
e = KALEAH'S BIRTHDAY PARTY 1§
PRIVATE DANCE FRIDAY, OCTOBERTI  §

& CHAMPAGNEROOMS £ 7ypiNg by PUSSYFOOT & DICK HENNESSY E,

ATM

KITCHEN FEATURING CENTENNIAL _
SANDWICH COMPANY! AT s |
FULL MENU & B LTI . HIRING DANCERS 21+
STEAK DINNER SPECIAL! : 2y B LOW STAGE FEES! |

0 FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING OPTIONS!

DAILY HAPPY HOU - = WSS AL 0R TEXT SHITLES (303) 8470676

5 ‘_ % FOR AUDITIONS!
OPENT0 7PM = | = s G
o Y, A s FREE STAGE FEES 5%
» SUNDAYS & MONDAYS, ,;EE*‘“'

15826 SE DIVISION ST- (503) 206-4851- MON-FRI 2PH-2AN, SAT-SUN 4PM-2AM

R

T00! FOR TUESDAYS —= CAMO THURSDAYS - - AWARD-WINNING

FOOD SPEGIALS EVERY TUESDAY WEAR CAMO FOR DISCOUNTS EVERY TRURSDAY $8 STEAK SPECIAL EVERY DAY

ApaISY DUKE

NTEST

FRIDAY. |
LAS L CER 25 S |

ND PLACE! CONVENIENTLY LOCATED OFF1-205
PRIZES FOR 15T AND 2 % 15 MINUTES FROM THE AIRPORT

A

SPONSORED BY LIGHT & HAPPY VALLEY

'OMMY'S

- =

- OPEN
Now HIring / 4 ol
Hoteins'= & PP >

10335 SE FOSTER RD | (503) 432-8238 ATM

N PRTTL 35

2| LS
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NORTH PORTLAND’S HOTTEST NEW CLUB!

FLAVORS - 2g BARBs -
.m : $ - GLUTEN Fpeg mtm-rg

JTABOO

& B, HPTID
White Claw Drink Specials, S N @
Merch, Games, Giveaways, o et

$500 In Cash & Prizes

; "‘-";'.-',-_\f“'lx' VIiDA
And Free Voodoo Doughnuts! PR

- '
O AUDITIONS: ® :
IEXT (o03) 8603951, )' @RCSDesirePDX

535 NE COLUMBIA BLVD | PORTLAND, OR 97211 | (971) 339-2198:5 (OPEN 3PM-2:30AMIDAILY
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- & CREAMS

503-655-4667.16014 SE 82ND DRIVE
JUST EAST OF 1-205, OFF THE DAMASCUS EXIT

AUDITIONS
BY APPOINTMENT
ONLY
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D[E! EH@%B cabaret Cﬁ

SAT.OCTO@9PM  SAT OCT12@ 9PM SAT.OCTI9@9PM  THU,0CT24 @ 9PM

12035 NE GLISAN ST 9950 SE STARK ST 1550 WESTON CT NE - SALEM 231SW ANKENY ST
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10140 SW CANYON RD 33 NW 2ND AVE 13639 SE POWELL BLUD 350 W BURNSIDE ST



( THE MONTHLY )

BY WOMBSTRETCHA THE MAGNIFICENT

10 TOPICAL
HALLOWEEN
COSTUMES

It's that time of year again—that time
when we all go to social gatherings,
with the intent of cutting loose and be-
coming inebriated. But, unlike your usu-
al Thursdays, people get decked out in
costumes, both simple and complex.

Foregoing the standard stuff like mon-
sters, boo-ghosts, demons and Patrick
Swayze, are those who choose a cos-
tume based on more-or-less current
events. Whether you regard this type of
costume as creative, lame or creative-
ly lame, there are always a few people
whose sense of levity pushes the enve-
lope into the thoroughly tacky, coarse
or played-out. This list chronicles the
most popular of those topical costumes
for 2019.

Okay, one would think the topic of the

exotic magazine | xmag.com

King Of Pop being into the wee ones as
being played-out, even as early as 25
years ago. Not so, however—the recent,
in-depth documentary on just how dis-
turbing his relations with children re-
ally were, has brought the uncomfort-
able truth into the spotlight once again.
Gone are the days of the Jheri curl wig
and red “Thriller” jacket, in favor of his
court outfit, shiny sunglasses and chil-
dren’s crayon drawings of what his pe-
nis looks like. At least you don't have to
spend money on fake nose putty.

Available in both spicy and white peo-
ple flavors, the Popeye’s chicken sand-
wich has been the subject of much
fuss, over-consumption and violence.
Dressed up as one (ideally accompanied
by someone dressed as a large drink—
or, at least a buttered biscuit), you will
assuredly be able to be responsible for
all those things and more, as you sand-
wich the night away. Beware of hungry
drunks, though.

With many, many tufts of wispy cotton
or polyester glued to your body, you
stand as the perfect representation of
ubiquitous, dubious, online media stor-
age. Be sure to bumble around comical-
ly, attempt—and, fail—to hold every-
one’s drinks by yourself and periodically
drop nude photos of various celebrities.
Strangely, nobody trusts you, but they
will happily let you hold their valuables,
because it's convenient to do so. Be sure

to go through them.

Ever wanted to be a chick magnet? Well,
with the right construction items, you
can be the latest and greatest trendy
drink for women aged 18-30, and, inex-
plicably, men over 50. Move over, LaC-
roix—this is also LaCroix, but it gets you
drunk! Be sure to fill your costume with
wholesome liquids to pass out to those
you meet at the costume party and tout
your low-calorie nature.

From the main girl, to the whiny emo
bad guy, to that cool black dude, to...
uhh...that obnoxious purple-haired
lady? The forgettable characters of the
most recent Star Wars films are sure to
amuse people over 11, at the adult par-
ty you're getting drunk at. You know,
the best costume would probably be
Emo Bad Guylo Ren’s Cool-Ass Light-
saber. Just the saber—not the rest of
him. | lumped these all together, be-
cause, otherwise, they would make up
the rest of this list.

Cheeky jabs at the president are never



\

out of fashion. There's nothing people
love more than someone who thinks
it's clever to put politics into every god-
damned thing they do, including hav-
ing a “good time” on Halloween. Fortu-
nately, for people who opt to take this
route, it's fairly easy. Just get a shitload
of bronzer, a bad rug and a hilarious
parody Twitter account. Those never
get old! Maybe tote around an invoice
from one Stormy Daniels for “services
rendered”

San Francisco

Yes, dressing as an entire city is very
much in favor these days and wacky
ol’ San Francisco edges out previous
champion (Columbus, Ohio) this year,
by a wide margin. The costume is sim-
ple—you just get one of those poop
emoji costumes (yes...not only do those
exist, but there are dozens of them on
Amazon) and, then, you cover it in used
needles! This costume is sure to be a hi-
larious reminder of the contemporary
state of the west coast’s most expensive
city.

Game Of Thrones Season Eight
Costume

Can't pick one of the many cast mem-
bers of the now-defunct HBO show?
Just dress like Season Eight...all of it at
once. Basically, just build your costume
up via series of social media posts and
generate massive speculation as to how

-

s

good you're going to look, once you
show up. Then, simply arrive—looking
like a confused, hot mess.

Non-Ally Pennywise The Clown

The most commonly seen incarnation
of the hideous monster from Stephen
King's pre-mediocrity cocaine novel, It,
Pennywise is a clown who tortures chil-
dren. However, this psychotic clown, as
recently seen in the latest installment of
the reboot, has been accused of not be-
ing as much of an LGBTQ ally as it was
apparently originally suspected (I'm not
kidding—Google it). Costume sugges-
tions for this include...dressing as a killer
clown and, | dunno, burning Elton John
records or something?

Bernie Sanders’ Colon

Has a lifetime of bad food choices left
you feeling like you'll never be able to
stomach decent food again? Well, meet
Bernie Sanders’ Colon: the little seg-
ment of the large intestine that CAN! It
can absolve you of the pain of process-
ing years of Taco Bell, Burger King and
whatever that horrible gelatin thing
your aunt makes every Thanksgiving

(that you eat anyhow). You'll have noth-
ing but the most solid, healthy bowel
movements, thanks to its mighty di-
gestive prowess. Be sure to get lots of
tubing, pink paint and hope, and your
costume will wow everyone under 40,
who is really feeling like they shouldn't
have eaten six bags of flamin’ hot Chee-
tos for dinner. That said, calling this cos-
tume “Colon-el Sanders” would just be
in poor taste.

So, there’s the wrap-up. The most pop-
ular topical Halloween costumes for
2019. Me? I'm going as a carton of ex-
pired milk that is also somehow a were-
wolf.

Stay safe out there.

Wombstretcha The Magnificent is an
awkward pasta chef, guy who makes
“moo” noises at cattle from his car, writ-
er and retired rapper from Portland, OR,
who is not usually very topical. He can be
found at Wombstretcha.com, on Twitter
as @Wombstretcha503 and on Facebook
/ MeWe as “Wombstretcha The Magnifi-
cent.”




They say a bartender acts as a theraplst So, «

%1 decided to make it ofﬁC|aI My only creden- -
tials are I|sten|ng to" hundreds upon hun-
dreds of people’s probléms, over more years
than | can admit. Let me wipe the bar down

. for you, put down a fresh coaster; then pour
you a drink. Pull up your stool and tell me all
_about it. Remember; I've heard ‘it all. If you

" have a question, please email D|5countTher-
apist@Yahoo.com. You will*remain’ anony— i

‘mous. AIso you get what you pay for

. Love Is Hard To Fmd

B -HOW'do / de_al with an abusive partner (physi- «

" cally or mentally) who was also the victim

-.of sexual and\physmal abuse in thelr adoles*
5 cence7 ; -

-'LOVIeII'-‘_.'Jf_ “ : Eor _\.

* Dear Lover, ;
When we invite anothér’"pers_on.__-into_our
lives, we allow a lot that . we'inevitably take
on:When'you love someone, the natural in-

stinct is to nurture=to absorb the problems ¢
. they face, as well as try and help. It's also
" extremely easy to make excuses for, some-,
one when you love them. We' fool ourselves

£y n

£y X
e N

220 exohic m"ogoz'ine'- L2,
i T L] 3% AT

. BY DISCOUNTTHERAPIST

with the rhetoric of Saying someone is do-

ing something because:they faced a certain
hardship -or-come. from a certain ‘circum-

stance. We'all want to find love. It isn't easy..
I can certainly see why you want to make

excuses-and overlook your partner’s behav-

[ ior,to make your dream-come true. Love-is

eIu5|ve I thlnk most of us have been there in
some form'or another :

2t

When I was in coIIege, I had a boyfrlend I

! caII “C!"This ‘was back in -the “90s:We met
: completely organically, at' a coffee shop

Our first year together was great. He' moved
/in and’it was really fun. Everythlng was as
it should be. Shortly after ‘our first anniver-

sary,"he punched me in the face for the first
“.timeé—over forgetting to plck up. salt at the /
-~ who loves you should create a barrier of soft-

store. “C” told me he was $exually abused by

. “his father, and in turn, watched him‘abuse
++*<his mother:"So, | made' excuses:'| convinced
myself that 'someoneé in: his position” had’

2

It|sNOT DAY R R o

If you are even saying the ‘word abuse in

.__regards to your relationship, you need to -
“leave.| dontcar_e1f it's emotional, physical or *.

< otherwise. You need to leave now and don't
ever ‘look back. Abusers are manipulative

and they will use every fucking trick in the -
book; to make you feel Jike it's your fault. It -

is'not. Their baggage does not excuse them X

hurting others. There is no background -

trauma that allows for'a person to do itto -
-another. Whatever horrible thing this person .
-"-e>_<per|enced is awful. I'm hoping that they -
are seeking professional help, in learning to

cope-and heal. That being'said, they are NOT

“allowed to abuse you. You do not have to to *

take it. Love should never hurt. Someone *

ness around you and provide a nice place for

“you to land. Love is helping you to achieve

- your goals and supporting you in your life.

"problems and |‘allowed. that behavior. Every .

time he hit me,1told myself it was because

_ itwas all he knew. 1 told. myself his past was
somethlng he'néeded to work through: We
“were young, had no money and couldn't af-

ford therapy | told myself, that because | love

‘this ‘person, th|s was the baggage I needed '

i.to help carry

'xmog.'com. :

.Love is growth, being able to be your weird -

self‘and enhance everythihg around yoU. ) -
Love has zero place for abuse. No one would " ¢

_-purposely hurt anyone they love i L&' 44

Please ﬁnd the strength to break away from. @ Lo

this. Please know . that love can be found

: wnthout any paln Please know that just be-



: rng alone is so much better than belng hurt

= Abusers target nhice and. carrng people and - -

““turn théir best/ qualltles agarnst them: {fyou -
have any frrends left, reach out. | khow first=:

> hand that an abuset Wil isolate you—thats

. pretty much their first order of business, to -

cut off your resources. If you can, try reaching
out to former friends: They WILIFunderstand,

* Ipromise.I'm sure your abuser has made you
..~ feel like you are worthless..like people don't

like you. That isn't ‘true. It's merely a tactic -

‘they use, to keep-you all to them'selves and -

stop anyone from whispering in your ear. Try
rcoworkers; acqualntances your bartender...

you'd be surprised how, many . people are

willing to help. You'd.also be surprised how

~lege students report being in an.abusive re-
- lationship. Remind yourself of what you CAN
control. Your abuser can only abuse .you-if

you give them access to you. Thats the, thrng-'_'__
- youcan control—yourself, Don't let themdo

this'to you anymore. If you need-a dog- harr—

. “many people have actUaIIy been there. The °
*| statistics are unreliablée and’ constantly fluc-
tuating, but they say that one in three col- “~

covered couch'to sleep on, you message'me.”

*National Domestic V.iolence'.HotIin_'_e- (800_—'_:'

799-7233). Call-To-Safety Portland (888-235-

5333). Oregon Coalition Against Domestic: &;'- '

Sexual Violence (503- 230 1951)
'-DrscountTheraprst
Guilt
-Some years ago, ‘my-(then) _wife and | lost our
_son. | was her support system, even with my
broken heart. | was strong for her—the ‘best |

~could be. But, it finally did kill our relationship.

cause | didn't seek‘a grief counselor or any help

at all. I'm-seeing a ‘counselor now, but that’s -

why its come back on:.me, Is there anything
elsé I'should be’ domg7 / don t want to be deal-
\'mg Wlth it all over agaln

Dad- - '

Dear Dad

might sound contrite, but | mean it. That is

a pain’l cannot imagine. You didn’t:say how -

your son died and I'm sure it’s too-painful to

, “talk about. 'm really, glad you are’seeking .

professional help. Sometimes, it takes a long

A It'_'creeps in_like a fog.-Before you know.it,

<

rrages or partnershlps end after the loss of a.

“child: What a fucking tragedy People have

;lndrvrdual ways of grieving, and ‘navigating

that path together can bedifficult: Grief is'so
else is near |mp055|b1e

[.can hear the gurlt in your questlon You feel
a'sense of. responsrbrlrty by not going.to see

A therapist sooner. Perhaps, if you had, you
“could-have been a better partnérand saved
the relationship. The bottom line is, after this;
the-cards were stacked-against you. The re-
. lationship probably wouldn't have survived.

If it had, what would .it Jhave looked like?

When people experlence extreme trauma. -
-and grref they aren't: good partners They

have so-much work to do on themselves,

they can't offer much to anyone else. | would.
-“wager that, even if you had been in. therapy
- at that time, the relationship would have still
' _falled Not'because of a-lack of want or de-
sire, but the trauma for the both of you was .

'|ncred|bly personal Doing |t wrth sorneone

too great to overcome. Not everyone knows .

to turn to therapy, nor knows its-benefits.
“Not everyone can even afford-to pay for it.
“Also, ‘it doesn’twork at all for some. Don't.
~dare judge yourself for not seeking it as an’
+ loption' |mmedrately Whotknows if it would

have helped- anyway7 I.can’t.even |mag|ne_

how she feels—or you—nor do'l ever'want

Y

yourself.-You are imperfect. Life is hard and

What cari you 'be.d:o'ing- now? Accepting

unpredictable. I'm suré you did the best you

could at the time with the tools you had. As’- .

life goes on, we grow like a tree. Hopefully,
we grow stronger. This is a'ring in the trunk

| 1Ip. . of your tree. A huge one, but you aren’t cut
" All these years later, it's come-back on.me, be- "

down. Not yet. Keep growing. This life is not
over and you still have new stories to write.

b

—DrscountTheraplst

Pregnancy And Alcohol Do Not MIX

%)% now ex-best friend and | got into a fight a

little over a year ago...physically. | was seven
_months pregnant and she was still drunk,

" without sleep from the night before (I was rent-
~First of all, | am so sorry for your Ioss That -

you can't see. Sometimes, you don't knoW'

you needed that flashlight, uintil thére is Zero

2L V|srb|I|ty The’hard facts are - that 80% of mar-

ing a'room from her for'short period, when 1+

Dear Mom,

Part of getting older is. knowing:when to
cut toxic relationships out of your life. | had"
~dozens upon dozens of friends in my twen-
. ties. Well, I thought-they were friends, but
really, they were just people to party with
“and-to like ‘my MySpace pictures. People
you-run in to at the bar and hug, but you re-
. ally don‘t know them well-and they certainly :
“wouldn’t come help you move. Now, at 40,
I-have three and | like it just fine: They are
‘more than friends, they are-chosen family.
The people that you can call when you are
at your very worst are also the ones that you
share your very'best life with. 1t's okay, to cut .
out friendships that'don’t enhance your life
in'a positive way, as hard as it may be. Let’s
start from the beginning. Is this the first i in-
cident you've had with this friend? Is this the
first time they have lashed-out at-you, got -
too drunk, embarrassed you or'made you

feel like you had to make excuses for.them? -

The fact your baby’s daddy feels so stfongly -
“about it says to' me there were other things
besides this incident. Or, perhaps this inci-
dent was so damned bad, -he-was like “NO."
< My first challenge to you'is to reflect on your- ~
_relationship and interactions with this Jper-- - .
son, then evaluate their value to-your life: -

- ‘Do you redlly miss them or just aformer ver-
sion of yourself, that you hope to reconnect
with by being with them? Remember, we- -

" can't go home again.This may be a low-blow’
observation, but,-honestly, is this person re-
ally ‘your friend, if they would physically-at-

- tack you when you are pregnant? When my

- friends were carrying their children, 1 only"
wanted to help. | -wouldnt-EVER. dream of
distressing them or hurting them. You have -
to wonder about the mentality of someone
who would try and attack a pregnant friehd,
even if you said something that upset them.
Words do not deserve a physical attack (usu-
ally). Thatis concerning, no matter how drunk
one might be. They say that booze drops the =
veil of who we really are. Your friend is some-

~one who has one too many and puts their

shands on someone:who ‘is preghant (and:

%

“who they call ‘a friend). Hmm... know it’s .-

Iy

moved-back to Fresno) The fight started as’

an argument -about a stupid-Facebook post

“ I made, which I'apologized forlater. Anyway,

| recently started. thinking of her and thought

been good ffiends for many years. Should | give
it a shot or are some bridges that were burnt,

,not able to be ﬁxed7 My friends and family say.
g ff’HE_LL NO/"especially the father of. my babies.

-Mom

\g ..about reaching out, considering we had just -

while to know we need guidancerand that

. _is perfectly okay. Please forgive yourself for
. taking a while to arrive there. Grief is tricky..

exotic magazine -l

hard to-let go of people. Cutting off friend-. -
ships has been one of the hardest tasks in my
;journey of personal growth.’Only you Know
whether or not this is a union worth culti-

vatlng “Your friends shouldnt be attacking’ -
you—espeaally when you re in a vulnerable.

state. Are those friends? Of course, we should
-all forgive, but ask yourself this: would you -
have attacked her if she were séven months

o pregnant‘? If the answer is no, weII

-—_DlscountTheraprst‘
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HOW TO BE HIGH
ON HALLOWEEN

GREEN ROOM DIARIES EY STONED COLD SATIVA AWESOME L P

Candy, horror movies and “it’s not slutty be-
cause it's just supposed to be a kitten” cos-
tumes. | fucking love Halloween. And, rﬁl.\qh

like any other day of the year, | plan on bem&i

super high on it. But, weed is a tricky sub-
stance—cross-fading isn’t limited to other
drugs, as any “enhancement smoker” knows.
Certain holidays (particularly those oriented
around over-consumption and acting like
a kid) can bring out the best—but, also the
worst—in any stoner who tries to partake in
them. So, this year, | provide to you a couple
good ideas, a bad idea and a terrible idea,
when it comes to planning your weed-in-
fused Hallow’s Eve.

Good Idea: Bad Horror Movies

If you-’l"e over thirty and remember video
rental stores, you probably recall a section
of horror films that consisted of rows upon
rows of films that you've never heard of. This
is for a reason—throughout the ‘80s and
much of the ‘90s, direct-to-video companies
like Full Moon churned out thousands of
“horror” films that were essentially softcore
porn flicks with blood. And, more often than
not, very little “porn” was actually present—
these films seem to rely on formulas made
famous by softcore porn (filler plot, topless
shot, filler plot, repeat) and slasher horror
(filler plot, gore, filler plot, topless shot), but
with none of the redeeming qualities. What
makes films such as Curse Of The Puppet Mas-
ter or Dollman Vs. Demonic Toys stand out
from their more established peers—which
also boast direct-to-video titles (such as the
Hellraiser franchise)—is the unapologeti-
cally bad production value, poor acting and
hole-filled plot. These films know they’re bad,
and years (decades, even) before Sharknado,
video stores were full of “we know this is dog
shit” entertainment. Much like the No Limit
records that don't involve Master P (or, more
specifically, the movies that No Limit rappers
put out), bad horror movies are perfect back-
ground noise and surprisingly entertaining, if
you're baked out of your mind.
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Bad Idea: Good Horror Movies

Remember how scary horror movies were
when you were a kid? Well, with the right
“type of weed, they're just as scary as an adult.
Poltergeist. Texas Chainsaw Massacre. Jaws.
Garden State. These titles may have been ter-
rifying when you were younger, but that was
back when it was still socially acceptable to
sleep in your mom’s bed if you got scared. At
39, it’s not as easy to ask for such a favor (at
least if you don't live in the south). Another
problem with smoking weed angifwa’tchlng,
say, 1408 or The-Shining, is that good horror
movies will stick around in a stoner’s brain
longer than they will for the average audi-

w\}"‘%~\ \ N

that also doubles as a valuable life lesson,
this is easily the best way to do so. Plus, you'll
be inside your house, watchlng Dollman Vs.
Demonic Toys and eating piles of miniature
Snickers bars, without being bothered by
intermittent knocking. This “trick”(ahh...now
| know where that phrase comes from)'works -
most effectively in apartment complexes and
urban areas.

r
Scary Idea: Anything Catel;ad Toward
Adults :2;;

Anything catered toward the adlﬂt audience
is 9h1\7ays a bad idea. Halloween involves
dressing up, going out, drinking with people

ence member. Hours (or, in some cases, days). A )(ou probably don't like (but your girlfriend is
later, you'll either still be trying to figure oGt/ | buddies with, so you kind of have to), argu-

the movie (like how John Cusack was ablejto
speak to the camera in a horrorfilm and not
break character) or just replaying an awful
scene over and over again (like that old lady
in the bathtub, who aged ninety years in un-
der a few seconds). Bottom line, it's hard to
explain to your co-workers why you're so skit-
tish around the coffee grinder when they're
not as scared of Leatherface as you were the
other night and a good horror movie will
stick around in your system about as long as
weed does.

Great Idea: Enjoying The Candy That Was
Just “Stolen” From Your Front Porch

Here’s a fun way to get around the guilt of
not answering your door for the children
begging for candy: go buy a bag of treats, eat
a few pieces, toss the wrappers into a bowl,
set the bowl in front of your door, leave a
hand-written note that says “take one” on top
of the wrappers, then knock the bowl over.
This way, it looks as if you made the effort to
leave the candy out, but some asshole kids
must have ignored the rules and took all the
candy. This teaches children an important
lesson about honesty and the dangers of
socialism. Forget about toothbrushes and re-
ligious pamphlets—if you really want to pro-
vide kids with a healthy alternative to candy

ing with strangers over whether or not your
costume-is racist, etc. And, aside from fan-
tastic “adult-adult” attractions (like DJ Dick
Hennessy’s Haunted Strip Club at Spyce),
anything geared toward giving the adults
something to do is, by definition, catered
toward people who don't have kids. That's
right—think about it, if you have kids, you'd
be taking them out for Halloween. But, since
you're a childless, alcoholic thirtysomething,
you're stuck at some shitty-ass bar that has
been poorly decorated with last year’s dis-
count Halloween crap, dancing to an EDM
remix of “Monster Mash” and wondering
whether or not the girl you're trying to take
home is as hideous (or, even more so) than
her costume makes her out to be. And, if
things do turn out well for the evening, they
will likely have a lasting hangover (much like
the good horror films | mentioned above). A
few years ago, | actually met a girl at a haunt
| was working at (as a DJ and playing an EDM
remix of “Monster Mash”), we went home and
decided to engage in one-night-standery.
Well, her costume was a sailor and she was...
how would [ say this...a tomboy? So, to make
a long and drunk story short, | now have a
Navy fetish. As a straight dude. And, it only
works if the chick looks like a boy. Thankfully,
fleet week in Portland is lit.
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Happy Halloween, everyone! I've been cel-
ebrating for about three months now, in
preparation for the best holiday of the year.
Of course, it's time for the seasonal favorites,
such as Dick Hennessy'’s Strip Club Haunted
House (happening at Spyce), Spirit Hallow-
een'’s Recently Closed Small Business Haunt-
ed By Capitalism or, my personal favorite
spooky fall attraction, Watch Transplants
Try To Drive In The Rain. Regardless of how
you're going to spend October, you're still
here and it's almost 2020. Can you believe
that shit? The future is now and we still don't
have a fucking headphone jack for our two-
thousand dollar iPhones. But, thankfully, our
magazine doesn't require an internet con-
nection, a charger or any headphones to
enjoy. So, here’s what'’s new in the town of
homebrew and roses...

As | tend to repeat after most of our compe-
titions, the dancers who made it to the final
round of Exotic’s latest contest, Ink ‘N’ Pink
2019, are among the best of the best (and,
in this case, the tattooedest of the tittied).
If you took place in the event and made it
to Dante’s, consider yourself a winner. And,
if you even took the leap to stage, only to
not make it past the first rounds, you're still
leagues above any dancer who doesn’t have
the drive to get on the pole in front of a live,
judging audience. So, if you had anything
to do with the event, we want to sincerely
thank you. With that being said, our readers
can see photos of every finalists on page 28
in this issue (be sure to show that shit off if
you're in the spread).

On to the winner, the lady who took home
the title (and prize money) did so for a good
cause. Katniss, representing Team Blu, donat-
ed her stage tips (which were quite hefty), as
well as her compensation for winning the
championship, to Mission22 (MI22I0ON), an
organization that seeks to eliminate Veteran
suicide. Here is their mission statement (no
pun intended), taken from the organization’s
website, Mission22.com:

“Mission 22 is a non-profit that combats the
ever-rising veteran suicide rate. Every day,
more than twenty veterans are lost to suicide.
Mission 22 wants to bring that number to zero.
It does this with three main programs; veteran
treatment programs, memorials and national
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awareness. Mission 22 provides treatment pro-
grams to veterans for post-traumatic stress,
traumatic brain injury and other issues they
might be facing.”

I've seen a lot of shit in my day, but a dancer
using her prize money for good, after climb-
ing the contest ranks and winning, is pretty
damn cool. So, a huge shout out to Blu for
putting together a team that includes Kat-
niss, Ink ‘N’ Pink 20719 winner and the cover-
girl (and pinup) for this month’s Exotic. It's
amazing that, in the supposed “underbelly
of entertainment”that is the strip club scene,
we have some of the most decent, upstand-
ing and selfless people among us.

Oh, | almost forgot...Miss Exotic Oregon 2020
qualifiers start this month! Check the calen-
dar at the end of this column (as well as the
ads) for dates and locations.

Do you know someone who is turning 18
soon (or, have you recently turned 18)? Well,
the Northwest’s favorite taboo—literally,
we're talking about the video store, Taboo—
is running a special for the newly legal. Come
in during your birthday month (don’t worry...
if you missed it by a day or two, they've got
you covered) and receive a free gift basket
from the store! | remember when | turned
18 and some friends joined me for my first
“trip to the porn store,” which was one of
the best memories I've had, simply because
turning 18 feels like getting let out of prison.
However, said porn store was shady, the staff
didn’t care that it was my birthday and they
didn’t have much of a selection. Taboo, on
the other hand, is the complete opposite of
what | experienced at Shady Dave'’s Porn &
Things—clean, well-lit and spacious stores,
friendly staff, a huge selection of outfits, toys
and, of course, porn movies. So, if your friend
is almost 18, plan a night out for their birth-
day and make sure to include Taboo in your
plans.

Holy shit...there’s a movie about (and star-
ring) Portland strip club family and, well,
| gotta brag—I play “club owner, Eric”” On
page 46 of this issue, you can read my offi-
cial review of The Dancer Diaries, a film based

on, starring and written about Portland-area
exotic dancers. But, while that falls more into
the “Ray’s Dumb Opinion” section of Exotic,
you're currently reading the news portion.
So, | took the time this month, to catch up
with director and writer, Andy Norris, for a
brief interview.

Andy Norris: The idea for The Dancer Diaries
came while | was working on my anti-war
film, Targeting Iran (Brighteon.com/Target-
inglran). Making that film had many emo-
tional and psychological challenges—from
sorting through disturbing war images, to
trying to understand why the war-makers in
Washington, Saudi Arabia and Israel were—
and continue to be—so intent on attacking
and destroying Iran. At the coast, where |
lived part-time, | would go for a walk on the
beach and smoke a joint after a long day
of working on the film—immediate mind
shift. When working in Portland, | would go
to a strip club down the street—immediate
mind shift. One night at the club, there was a
dancer at the top of the pole, looking down
at the roomful of disparate Portlanders and
| thought, “What a great way to start a sto-
ry!” That story came out rather quickly, so |
wrote four more and intertwined them, with
the idea of publishing the stories as a book,
then pitching the book as a feature film. Six
months later, we started shooting.

Mainstream media has, more often than not,
portrayed strippers as downtrodden souls,
drug addicts and such. | think strippers get
pigeon-holed—mostly because address-
ing sexuality in a public way makes many
people uncomfortable. So, insecure folks
revert to humanity’s puritanical roots and
pick on them. Such media portrayal seems
to be changing, though, possibly due to fair
and accurate coverage of late, from blog-
gers, journalists and strippers, who have
written articles and books themselves. Due
to my documentary background, | wanted
The Dancer Diaries to more or less accurately
portray the work and nuances of being a
stripper. This was largely achieved by casting
the film with actual, working strippers and
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SAT 5 — CLUB SINROCK - MISS EXOTIC OREGON
QUALIFIER ROUND I

N

TUE 8 - SCARLET LOUNGE - CHLOE & VIOLET'S

The formula for The Dancer Diaries brand is as DOUBLE TROUBLE TUESDAY BIRTHDAY PARTY
follows: no nudity, no sex scenes and all lead

roles are to be played by actual strippers, who . FRI 11 - CLUB OASIS - KALEAH'S BIRTHDAY PARTY
also do a stage routine. These were instinctual,

gut-level decisions made while | was develop- SAT 12 - KIT KAT CLUB - JADE NILE'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
ing the brand. There were no focus groups or  #
audience tests—it just felt right. As it turned
out, all of the actresses are incredibly beauti-

lacking sexuality.

SAT 12 - THE VENUE - MISS EXOTIC OREGON QUALIFIER ROUND i

FRI 18 - XPOSE - CHYNA'S BIRTHDAY PARTY

SAT 19 - STARS CABARET (SALEM)
MISS EXOTIC OREGON QUALIFIER ROUND IIl

I was definitely blown away by the natural tal-

ent of the actresses and actors, none of whom

are professionally trained. From Elle’s ability to
summon tears on command, to Toxic nailing a
break-up scene, to Ray employing his talents as a
stand-up comedian, there are some very impres-
sive acting moments. | can't take credit for any of =
that natural ability.

O SAT 19 - CLUB 205 - AMATEUR NIGHT
SAT 19 - SHIMMERS - KITTEN’S RETIREMENT PARTY

J THU 24 - KIT KAT CLUB - MISS EXOTIC OREGON QUALIFIER
ROUND IV

THU 24 - LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE - ZOMBIE STRIPPER NIGHT
THU 31 - SPYCE - STRIP CLUB HAUNTED HOUSE

R aeub iy 5 o 2zl e Zundar Qs 9 THU 24 - THE SUNSET STRIP - VIP PINK PARTY
brand by opening up submissions to other writ- -

ers/producers/directors. The formula mentioned ' FRI 25 - THE FIREHOUSE CABARET - VIP PINK PARTY
above would need to be followed and the pieces
should come in around 10-15 minutes, but those FRI 25 - REVEAL LOUNGE

are the only constraints, story-wise. Pay would be i HALLOWEEN BASH & COSTUME CONTEST
on the back end and tied to the success of the

brand. There is potential to extend well beyond FRI 25 - TOMMY’S TOO - DAISY DUKE CONTEST
Portland, but the success of the brand is entirely

dependent on this first installment. Five-star rat- i FRI 25 & SAT 26 - GUILTY PLEASURES - HALLOWEEN PREFUNK
ings go a long way on Amazon Prime Video's plat-
form, as do good reviews. Those are the things fu- SAT 26 - DREAM ON SALOON - HALLOWEEN PARTY
ture backers will look at, as well as the number of
views. So, if you're feeling it, please rate and review SAT 26 - STARS CABARET (BRIDGEPORT & SALEM)
the film on Prime (even if you are not a Prime mem- @ HEAVEN & HELL HALLOWEEN PARTY

ber, the film can be rented or purchased for a few
bucks on their site). Other platforms will be com- . TUE 29 - KIT KAT CLUB - B) MCNAUGHTY'S BIRTHDAY BASH ™
ing online soon and the distributor will be taking
the film to several markets overseas in the coming THU 31 - CHEETAHS & CLUB 205
months. But, right now, success on Amazon Prime HALLOWEEN PARTY

Video is the focus. Folks interested in helping to
develop the brand and/or submitting a completed

10-15 minute film can contact me via DancerDiaries.
com. THU 31 - DEVILS POINT - HALLOWEEN NIGHT

. '90S THEME PARTY -
o - e
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THU 31 - CABARET - HALLOWEEN COSTUME CONTEST
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A BAD CUSTOMER FIELD GUIDE

Itis a calm, profitable, mid-week night
atthe strip club. Dancers are busy with
their regulars, giving dances to them
as the DJis playing a curated list of
unpopular-but-excellent alternative
music. The bartender is busy catering
to a pseudo-anonymous local tycoon,
who is allowed to bend certain rules
(hugging dancers, helping himself
to extra napkins, etc.), because he's a
generous tipper and a well-known, re-
spectful regular. The bouncer is bored
and thankful for this fact. Everything
is going smoother than a baby strip-
per’s butt...until the bro-nado arrives
at the door.

Six dudes, in half-buttoned suits and/
or costumed in oddly specific, cus-
tom shirts—all of whom are exhibit-
ing suspiciously over-polite gestures
and acting a little too respectful of
the rules—approach the door in a
calm manner. Of course, this is be-
cause they have one ulterior motive:
to cause utter chaos, destroy the vibe
of the club and get thrown out. Before
everyone in the group can get their
wallets out, one dude in a car sales-
man haircut cuts to the front of the
line. His puka shell necklace and Ross
brand cologne give him away...he is
the leader of the would-be-bachelor-
party (which is actually just six dudes
who will never find a woman to marry
them), arriving at the strip club after
being tossed out of Dirty or Dixie for
calling the bouncer a racial slur and
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grabbing the butt of a waitress. He is,
of course...

Part 4: Douchebag Joey

If there was ever a stereotype that
does not deserve debunking, it is
Douchebag Joey. Regardless of skin
color, this guy embodies all of the
worst character traits associated with
white suburban kids. Likely a trust
fund baby, definitely a daddy’s boy
and undoubtedly unaware of the real
world, Douchebag Joey packs all of
his“bros”into an $80,000 car, that gets
30 miles to the gallon and was built
in Korea for seven cents on the dol-
lar. Then, he turns up the latest, over-
played “rap” (read: mumbling over
a kick and a snare) “song” (read: one
minute of the same hook, over and
over again), merges onto the 217 at
120 miles per hour and declares to his

”

posse, “We are gonna get laid tonight.

An off-screen narrator interrupts the
scene—reminding the audience, “But,
they would not be getting laid.”

Joey and the crew then hit five or six
bars and/or nightclubs, each of which
ejects one member of the crew for
“wack ass bullshit,” such as calling a
bartender a slur or asking a female
customer for her phone number, ad-
dress, Tinder bio, Facebook page, ex-
boyfriend’s name and some cocaine.
Oh, she doesn't have cocaine? Time
to call the bouncer a “homo,” before

="

DJ, insisting that “the bitch on stage

getting tossed onto the piss-stained
pavement. Rinse, White Claw, “TIME
FOR SHOTS,” new bar, repeat, until
the clock strikes drunk-thirty, then it's
time to hit the strip clubs.

Of course, the image I've conjured up
thus far probably doesn't need any
more details—even for people who
have never been in a strip club. But, for
shits and giggles, let’s just add some
more qualifiers to the “What Makes A
Customer A Douchebag Joey” list:

|

*Waving money around, but not part-
ing with it. Joey and his buddies will
sit at the stage, holding a brick of cash,
but they will not share any of their tip
budget until the dancer makes it clear
that she will blow the entire group
for ten bucks (the narrator interjects
again, reminding the audience at

“home that the dancer will not, in fact,

be blowing anyone—Iet alone for ten
bucks).

* Requesting the absolute worst (read:
overplayed and bad) songs from the
will love them. Selections include
“Crazy Bitch,” “Get Low," “anything by
Tech N9ne” (even though Joey doesn't
know the good Tech songs),“Old Town
Road” and “that song by Crazy Town.”
Then, after requesting these songs,
Joey will walk away from the DJ both
without tipping.

*Getting in front of the single-file



line of his bros at the bar, then ask-
ing the bartender for a “strong drink,”
forgetting that since this drink is a
measured shot of hard alcohol, mixed
with a splash of off-brand cola, it is
just as “strong” for every customer.
The bartender then asks the whole
group what they’re drinking, to which
they all answer the same thing. One of
them tips a dollar.

* Loudly proclaiming disgust and/or
tactless, crass appreciation for danc-
ers. “That bitch has a bruise on her
inner calf... wonder if her boyfriend
beats her,’ Joey tells the closest per-
son. The narrator attempts to explain
to the audience that pole tricks cause
bruises. Joey ignores this and further
declares, “The fat girl is pretty cute
for a fat girl,” referring to a 90-pound
dancer. “I'm going to give her some
money for cocaine, because she clear-
ly needs some.”

* Asking the restroom attendant for
cocaine, then being told “no,” before
doubling down and insisting that the
restroom attendant must have access
to drugs, because he's black. When
the attendant bites his tongue to keep
his job, Joey pushes the issue, by ask-
ing where the restroom attendant is
from. The narrator reminds everyone
watching, that the attendant is from
12th and Burnside, ten blocks up the
street. The restroom attendant tells
Joey, “Compton.” Upon hearing this,
Joey tips the attendant a large sum
of money that would have, in theory,
gone to the dancers on stage.

All of the above culminates in what
| will call “the moment” Anyone who
has ever worked in a bar (strip club or
otherwise) knows what | am referring
to—at some point in the evening, the
bro-nado will be clustered around a
table, standing up with their heads
down, looking at their phones. There
is a palpable silence as the calm before
the storm gives everyone else the sig-
nal to leave—but, no one does. Sud-
denly, the dancer on stage stops her
routine, in shock. No one knows what

>

happened (yet...but, here’s a hint: it
involves a poorly lit Snapchat photo
of a dancer’s right buttocks), but she
points at Joey’s table and yells out,
“That guy! Right there! He just..” And,
without missing a beat, the bouncer
who has been eyeballing Douchebag
Joey all night long lunges into the
table, tackling one of the bros and
causing a Worldstar-worthy display of
whiteboy violence (chest patting, yell-
ing, holding their bro off so he doesn’t
“do something,” etc.), which comes to
a complete stop as soon as the bounc-
er decides it does.

After being kicked out of the club,
Joey and his bros gather outside,
to intimidate customers and harass
passersby, telling them that the strip
club they just got tossed from is “full

decides to diffuse the situation by say-
ing, “Come on guys, someone could
get arrested” Smoking stripper puts
out her American Spirit and goes back
inside. Another fight grows in the al-
ley outside, as drunk people behavior
is quite viral. The bouncer realizes why
he gets paid on slow nights. Then, the
cops (or, rather, a cop) shows up, slaps
Joey and his friends with a warning
and then lectures the door guy about
letting in drunk customers.

As their reign of terror comes to a slow
halt, Douchebag Joey'’s posse of Tylers
and Chads return to Joey’s 2019 Kia
Turbo, where a six pack of White Claw
and a bottle of shitty vodka await
them. No lessons learned, no deci-
sions regretted. Tomorrow, they will
do the same thing again, because

of ugly bitches” and that the “bouncer
is a fag” One of the passersby, a gay
man, hears this and punches Joey in
the face, causing him to hit the ground
and be out cold for a few minutes. The
remainder of the bro-nado comes to a
frozen stop, staring at the random gay
dude who just knocked their friend
out. A stripper, who is smoking on the
patio, witnesses the whole thing and
decides to escalate the situation. This
leads to a soft-R (or hard-A) N-bomb
from one Joey’s goons, which causes
a black passerby to pause, pivot and
stare. A momentary race war breaks
out, before the last of the Bro-hicans

bloggers (and razor blade companies)
who focus on “toxic masculinity” are
too busy lecturing their allies (and
customers), while ignoring the actual
cause of the problem, that being the
suburbs. Meanwhile, outside of every
nightclub in the downtown area, a
pile of broken puka shells drown in a
puddle of blood and neo-Zima, wait-
ing for a street sweeper to push them
aside for another day.

For more of this series, visit
TalesFromTheDJBooth.com or visit
Facebook.com/TalesFromTheDJBooth.
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A MUSICIAN'S HAUNTED HOUSE A.K.A THEIR EVERYDAY LIFE

Wi

Portland has more haunted houses than
strip clubs, come the end of Septem-
ber [ED: Don't forget DJ Dick Hennessy’s
haunted strip club at Spyce]. Okay, that’s
not true, but Jesus Christ, it sometimes
feels just as saturated. Once again, adult
hipsters who refuse to grow up have tak-
en over something meant for children—
like coloring books or onesies.

I'm not hating, I'm one of those adult
children. | fucking love haunted houses,
but now they're like I.PA. at a new Port-
land brewery. Do you really need seven,
when you only have six taps? Long story
short, it's hard to stand out in this indus-
try, unless you have a hell of a budget or
a shit ton of people willing to take all of
October off and violate people’s person-
al space.

For the budget side of things, you have
stuff like Fright Town, where it's honest-
ly more impressive as an art installation
than something that will actually scare
you. For the other end of the spectrum,
head out to Gresham to one of the full-
contact haunted houses, where you
don’t even get a safe word. And then,
there’s like five zillion variations of those
extremes all over Portland. The point is,
nowadays, if you want to open your own
haunted house (or escape room, ‘cause
they're like twins separated at birth, at
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BY BLAZER SPARROW

this point) you gotta have a very distinct
angle.

| read about a sex-themed haunted
house in San Francisco last year, which
just sounds like Dante’s on Halloween,
only more expensive. | kid. Still, being
frightened and being aroused is a fairly
short bridge to cross, psychologically.
Also, depending on who's working, the
full-contact House Of Shadows in Gresh-
am kinda becomes a twisted horror orgy
of sorts, so this isn't that strange a con-
cept.

The haunted house concept really got
the new spin it needed, when Chris-
tians co-opted haunted houses into hell
houses, where you are basically taken
on a tour of people JUST LIKE YOU, who
succumb to the horrible, deplorable,

make-Jesus-cry actions of homosexual-
ity, abortion, drug use and rock music. |
am not joking. Most of these hell hous-
es that | read about end with the actor
in these progressively sinful series of vi-
gnettes, killing themselves for the grand
finale. Suicide is a big no-no in Christian-
ity, | guess.

Either way, these hell houses gave me an
idea that Portland might be able to get
away with, for a haunted house that tar-
gets a very specific demographic: musi-
cians! You may think these pitches are
silly and honestly not that scary, but, |
ask you, dear reader, is it any less ridicu-
lous than trying to terrify you with a lit-
tle scene of two people who happen to
have similar genitals making out? Or, de-
cide that they don't have the emotional
maturity or financial stability to bring
a human into the world and decide to
spare that hypothetical human an un-
necessarily traumatic upbringing?

Behold! Blazer’s House Of Real-Life
Horrors (For Idiots Who Decide To
Make Music Their Career)

As is the custom with most haunted
houses, the horror show must start while
you're waiting in line to get INTO the ac-
tual attraction. While you stand in a zig-
zag line that sprawls out past the easy-



up canopy, into the freezing cold rain, an
actor dressed as the most trendy version
of the trendiest hipster will harass you
with fliers to his super cool show. Just as
Christians are grossed out by same-sex
marriages, musicians will be perturbed
by the sad example of their own pathet-
ic attempts at self-promotion. Cringe in
horror, as the hipster douchebag prom-
ises how “It's gonna be a real cool time,
man. | promise you!” before doing finger
guns or some bullshit at you.

The attraction properly begins when
you're loaded into a noisy, shaky van.The
fake van will shutter and break down. A
fog machine can probably stand in for
the radiator going out. The actor driv-
ing the van (band bitch, manager, wha-
thaveyou...), will ask you if anyone has
any service on their phone, money or
any practical knowledge about how an
internal combustion engine works. You'll
want to leave, but you cannot, as more
actors surround you with complaints in
the whiniest voice possible.

They won't let you out of the van. Once
you feel like you can't take any more
of some sweaty manchild scream-
ing, “Why didn’t you get gas before we
left?” into your ear, the doors open and
you're shoved in front of some mock-up
of the local watering hole. The bounc-
er will come up to you and ask for your
I.D., which you don't have, because you
had to leave your wallet in a locker, be-
fore coming to the attraction. As you
panic, another actor comes up and gets
mouthy with the bouncer about what a
big deal you are. Watch in horror, as the
punitive little shittalker convinces the
bouncer of how you can kick his ass with
your social media following.

This part is fun. The bouncer turns into
a maniacal, chainsaw-wielding demon
who chases you down a (hopefully) well-
constructed, dark corridor—taunting
you with phrases such as, “How many
likes do you have on Instagram?” and
“How many followers do you have on

Spotify?” as he makes a lot of noise and
stuff.

This scary corridor run pushes you onto
a mock stage, similar to that weird one
they used to have at the EMP Museum
in Seattle. You stand on the stage and
look out at no one. An empty, kitschy bar
with a small handful of actors that scoff
at you for interrupting their cocktails.
Another actor, posing as a sound engi-
neer, tells you to turn it down, even af-
ter you've stopped talking and crawled
into a ball, weeping silently. Your friend
that you got to come out (another actor)
complains about the three-dollar cover
charge, as you keep trying to be quieter.

Chainsaw bouncer door guy returns at
this point and tells you to stop crying

and berates you for how much you've
drank. He tells you to get off the stage,
because the owner overbooked and the
next band (round of haunted house en-
thusiasts) needs to set up.

Another horrid, strobe-lit corridor serves
as the maze, which you must evade
chainsaw man as he screams “get off the
fucking stage!” at you.

At a certain point, you escape this maze
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and feel safe. Some actor dressed as a
clown or something offers you a drink
ticket for your troubles and the flood-
lights above illuminate a bar, where you
think the haunted attraction finally ends
with a refreshing alcoholic beverage.

It doesn't matter what you order, be-
cause the bartender says that the ticket
you were just given isn't good for that.
Chainsaw man appears from under the
bar and chases you to the final vignette.

As you fall into yet another mock-up
venue, after another hot, chainsawed
pursuit, you are confronted with another
stage, yet you are not on it. The trendy
hipster who harassed you in line earlier is
on stage, playing whatever it is you think
is sellout bullshit—whether it be a uku-

lele, two turntables (and a microphone)
or a zydeco quartet. A swarm of actors
come out and throw down for hipster
flier pusher, while chainsaw bouncer
shows up, yet again, just to give you the
chainsaw, so you can off yourself for be-
ing the fraud you are.

It's not for everyone, but it would scare
the living shit out of some. Happy Fuck-
ing Halloween.
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Unless you're an eight-year old or a parent who
is thanklessly shackled to escorting an eight-year
old, then you're probably not going to be trick-
or-treating this year. You may as well stay home,
turn your lights off and hide in the attic, venge-
fully eating a bowl of candy, as kids mournfully
pass by your door, wishing they could take your
sweet, sweet candy.

Chances are, though, if you're not an agoraphobe
or a serial killer, you'll probably end up out with
friends, hosting your own party or taking part
in some sort of angry mob for Halloween night.
Here are some important things to remember,
when participating in any kind of monster mash.

This is a big topic, but I'm just going to breeze
over this. Wear whatever you please, but remem-
ber to make sure it completely obscures your ap-
pearance—so whatever crimes you commit (and
likely won't remember) will remain unsolved.
Gloves couldn't hurt either.

If you're going out at all, | highly recommend that
you leave your car at home and either walk, bike,
bus or Uber it. Not because | don't believe that
your chosen designated driver won't drink on
the sly (they will), but because your car is pos-
sessed and | have it on good authority that Hal-
loween will be the night the demon that inhabits
it will be able to reach through the dark veil and
strangle you with its seat belt.

Be on the lookout for creatures of the night. Hal-
loween is the one night when real ghosts, gob-
lins and demons can wander among the living.
Is it a werewolf or Gary from L.T. on a bender? Is
that a real slutty vampire or just your ex, Tricia, in
a corset? Is that a ghost, or did old Mrs. Sheridan
forget her pills and go wandering into the street
nude again? The only way to know for sure, is to
be prepared for battle. Bring your stakes, silver
bullets, crosses, Voodoo gris gris and holy water
along for the night. Be prepared to inflict mortal
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damage on any suspected fiends, and if they act
scared, you know they're the real deal. Aim for
the heart and feel no remorse—the world is a
better place without Tina and her vampire her-
pes. Or, just regular herpes. Either way.

While it can be fun to utterly demolish the few
brain cells you have left, it's prudent to remem-
ber that Halloween is the perfect time for a
vampire to buy you some “wine” and before you
know it, you're a bloodsucking monster, too.
Sure, there are other dangers from overindul-
gence, such as alcohol poisoning, profaning the
back of an Uber with your ill-advised chocolate
sauce/gummy bear/tequila combination or wak-
ing upin ajail cell and being told you tried to rec-
reate the scene in Say Anything, but you forgot
all of your clothes except the trench coat (and,
instead of a boombox you had a giant zucchini).
While all of these seem unlikely fates, | can guar-
antee from personal experience that they're not.
Just keep it safe, kids—and, always remember
to bring a towel, for whatever bodily fluids may
need a-moppin.

The Pacific Northwest is well-known for its con-
stant, depressing, monotonous gloom. Anyone
who has ever tried to incorporate paper or card-
board into their costume here knows it just..
won't..fly. Gandalf’s Glamdring looked great
made of boxes and duct tape at first blush, but
it's a sad sight after 20 minutes in the rain. That's
why | advise thinking well in advance of the in-
evitable downpour, come Halloween night. You
can certainly doll yourself up to be the sexiest
clown, sexiest Al Franken or sexiest Ebola volun-
teer health worker around, but make sure you
wrap yourself entirely in trash bags and duct
tape, over top of your elaborate ensemble. No,
you won't be able to see your costume, but no
one else can either, so when it comes time for the
best costume contest, you can all whip out the
scissors in anticipation together (and admire one
another for the ten minutes it takes to anno