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We do tend to think of our own lives as 
being pretty rough. Overdue bills, un-
faithful lovers, court-ordered therapy, 
family squabbles, missing quesadillas 
at the drive-thru; but truth be told, our 
lives are pretty hunky-dory when com-
pared to some of our chitinous cousins. 
I always like to say that perspective and 
understanding of just how absolutely 
metal nature can be, gives us all a good 
view that’s often missing from our own 
existence. So, let us all take a moment 
to re�ect on the lives of our oft-over-
looked insect and arachnid neighbors, 
and perhaps appreciate just how mun-
dane and small our own troubles are 
when compared with the true horror of 
being (or being a host for)...

Demodex Mites

While not an insect per se, mites fall into 
the class of Arachnida, and thus, we of-
ten think of them as “bugs” (like spiders, 
scorpions, etc.). Demodex mites have a 
special relationship with us, however, as 
they tend to live in and around the hair 
follicles of many mammals. These par-
ticular mites cause a range of skin prob-
lems in many critters, including many 
canines (mange), and more notably—
humans. All adults and many children 
carry these mites (that means you too, 

buddy), and when you sleep, they like 
to emerge from your hair follicles, eat 
your oils and dead skin cells, and party 
like it’s 1999.

Unfortunately for them, they also lack 
an excretory ori�ce (butthole) and swell 
up with poo until they pretty much, 
well, just explode. This can cause rosa-
cea for those with a greater concentra-
tion of and/or sensitivity to them, but 
sadly, we’re all covered in exploding 
poop mites. It sounds terrible for you 
and me, certainly, but arguably worse 
for them.

Cockroaches

While castigated and reviled by humans, 
the cockroach is an absolute necessity 
for the jewel wasp. This iridescent and 
beautiful stingy bitch has a very spe-
cial relationship with one of mankind’s 

most despised bugs—the cockroach. 
When a mama wasp has need to lay 
her eggs, she’ll seek out a roach, and 
given the opportunity, jab it right in the 
brainpan. You’d think this would kill the 
sorry bastard, but most unfortunately 
for them, it’s doesn’t. What it does do 
is paralyze them. When a tenant of the 
easily forgotten ‘90s’ sitcom “Joe’s Apart-
ment” is so indisposed, the wasp lady 
will remove the roach’s antennae and 
herd its now-zombi�ed prey (if you’ve 
ever met a girl in shiny pants, you may 
know how this goes) back to her under-
ground den.

This is the point where things get weird, 
a la 50 shades of body horror. She lays 
her eggs on the stupe�ed roach and 
leaves, but not before blocking the 
exit. Her eggs eventually hatch, and the 
larvae slowly consume the still-living 
roach (I feel like child support payment 
references here might get me canceled) 
and eventually go o� to dupe a new 
generation of cockroaches into being 
what’s basically xenomorph nurseries.

Bot�ies

A personal aside: the �rst and only time 
I ever saw a Bot�y larva was enough to 
last my whole life. I was working as a 
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vet assistant in a small town in north-
ern Washington. A cat keeper brought 
their feline companion in, as they were 
concerned about a nasty abscess that 
had popped up on their cat’s hindquar-
ters. An abscess occurs when a scratch 
is infected and �lls with pus. Usually, 
it’s from a tussle with another mammal 
and generally requires just a drain and 
some antibiotics. This looked no di�er-

ent at �rst glance until we unbandaged 
the opening to the wound, and a night-
mare was thus revealed. I looked at it, 
and I will swear to this day, it looked 
back at me. Now, I know that it’s the rear 
end of a bot�y that protrudes from its 
�eshy con�nes (which, of course, can-
not “look” at anything), but the impres-
sion I got at that moment was, “Dear 
God, it knows you’re here, run.” The 
Bot�y (also known as warble �y, heel 
�y, and gad�y) lays its eggs opportu-
nistically in or on mammals (sometimes 
using a vector-like a mosquito). The lar-
vae grow into something known almost 
charmingly as “warbles”—an ill-�tting 
name for such a volcano of parasitic ter-
ror. When extracted, well... let me just 
o�er some advice... don’t look it up on 
YouTube. You already did? Well... don’t 
say I didn’t warn you.

The Honeybee vs. the Murder Hornet

Being a honeybee these days seems 
like it’s awash in problems. Colony col-
lapse disorder, ecological destruction, 
pesticides, the unyielding human de-
sire for your sweet, sweet vomit... Yet 
somehow, the losing streak keeps on 
for our purveyors of pollination. Queue 
the so-called murder hornets. Vespa 
mandarinia, exceeding an inch and a 
half in length (that’s what she said). 

Their colonies tend to be less populous 
than honeybee communes (hundreds 
of individuals vs. thousands or tens of 
thousands), but these malignant cunts 
aren’t feeding benignly on �owers, no 
sir. The Asian giant hornet loves nothing 
so much as the taste of honeybee �esh. 
Technically, the adults don’t partake 
but instead massacre and grind up the 
bodies of our smaller honeybee friends 

into a pasty slurry. This bee-sludge, in 
turn, becomes food for the hornet’s 
horrifying o�spring. These monstrous, 
nightmare-fueled, cannibalistic hornets 
do have one weakness: The Japanese 
honeybee has learned a tactic whereby 
a mess of them surround one murder 
hornet and vibrate their booties so fast, 
they cook the enclosed hornet. Sadly, 
US honeybees are too busy watching 
TMZ to bother with this and are likely 
doomed.

Mosquitoes

Mosquitoes may seem like mere pests to 
us now, but these motherfuckers could 
well be the most overlooked killer in 
human history. Malaria, Zika, Yellow fe-
ver, Dengue fever, Chikungunya, many 
varieties of encephalitis, tularemia of 
several incarnations... these and count-
less more a�ictions are sourced back to 

this ignoble thug. Whole human civili-
zations have risen and fallen to this ab-
solute bastard of a vector, and it’s been 
said that somewhere between 5-50% 
of all humans that have ever lived have 
died as a result of the humble mosqui-
to. We are the proverbial lambs for the 
slaughter, and no one has made it worse 
for mammals than these justly vili�ed 
vampiric vanguards. It might seem like 

it’s a party for them, but... Well, yea, 
it actually kinda is. Being a mosquito 
would probably be pretty great, in fact, 
unless someone �exes while you’re eat-
ing, and you explode like a blood-�lled 
water balloon. At least you gave them 
an itchy lump and a deadly pathogen to 
remember you by. 

Though only a short trek through some 
of the grotesque (but true) facts of life 
as an insect or arachnid, perhaps you 
can now regard your overlooked quesa-
dilla as perhaps not so bad, when com-
pared with being made into a paste for 
murder hornet babies, a zombie slave 
to be consumed while still alive, or an 
exploding feces bomb. 

Esmeralda Rupp-Spangle loves the magic 
of the natural world. She can be found on 
Instagram @esmeraldasilentcitadel and 
Facebook as Esmeralda Marina
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WHATZ CRACKIN’? [SUP J-MACK?]

No fancy introductions with bougie vernacu-
lar this month. I’m cuttin’ straight to business 
with the info I know you really want… Where 
the fuck are the Halloween parties at?!

The good news is that there’s a selection 
to choose from this year—take that, ‘Rona! 
(You incessant bitch!) Leading the pack is 
Guilty Pleasures, and they’re not fucking 
around… Partying on both Friday, October 
29, and Saturday, October 30! Baller status 
if you achieve perfect attendance! The re-
maining parties are all on Saturday, October 
30: Cabaret, Cheetahs XXX Cabaret (Salem), 
and Stars Cabaret (Salem). If you start early 
enough, you can hit them all, and Cheetahs 
is open extra late, making it the perfect end-
ing point, but BYOEB (bring your own emesis 
bag)…

If you still have any gas left in your tank on 
Sunday, October 31, head downtown for 
a special Halloween edition of Sinferno at 

Dante’s. It’s the only way to end your Hal-
loween weekend, and we can guarantee the 
hottest thing happening on a Sunday!

That said, don’t wait until the end of the 
month to get your party on, though. There 
are plenty of reasons to start early! Let’s be-
gin with a birthday shout-out to Sophia Kar-
enina at Kit Kat Club, who’s having her birth-
day bash on Friday, October 8. If you don’t 
know Sophia, you really need to crash her 
party and meet her. While you’re at it, check 
out the rest of the sizzling hot lineup—
chances are, you’ll end the night there! 

Speaking of birthday parties, DJ Dick Hen-
nessy’s birthday is also on the horizon. While 
not technically this month, it will feel like it’s 
still October due to your massive hangover 
from Halloween. That’s right, folks… You 
have exactly one day to recover from your 
Halloween capers before you do it all over 
again! Yes, you swore you wouldn’t drink for 
a week, but you knew you were full of shit 
while saying it! Be at X Exotic Lounge by 10 
p.m. on Tuesday, November 2, to wish Dick 

a happy birthday. Rumor has it he’ll be at-
tempting to set the world record for consec-
utive tequila shots taken by a single human. 
For reference, the current record sits at just 
north of 50, so we’ve urged him to take the 
proper precautions and have the ambulance 
on standby. Best of luck, Sir Hennessy!

Wrapping up this month’s mentionables are 
sales and specials across a plethora of adult 
stores, starting with sexy Taboo treats avail-
able all Halloween weekend at Club Privata 
in downtown Portland.

For those of you that are farther south (and 
elsewhere in the state), all Adult Shop and 
Eva’s Boutique locations have some awe-
some sales going on. Adult Shop has 10% 
o� select bondage goodies, and Eva’s Bou-
tique has a sale on rhythm toys. If that’s not 
enough to entice you, both have a lingerie 
clearance sale going on, too. Don’t miss out!

MISS EXOTIC OREGON STARTS NOW!

We’ve been talking about it for months, and 
now it’s �nally here. If you’re not completely 
excited, there’s some serious shit wrong with 
you. Miss Exotic is the largest adult industry 
pageant on the West Coast, and it hasn’t 
happened since 2019 (FU COVID!)

It all kicks o� on Saturday, October 2, at 
Cheetahs XXX Cabaret in Salem. The rest of 
the preliminary quali�er rounds are listed on 
the right, in red. You should make it a point 
to attend them all, and here’s why…

Miss Exotic was created for one purpose: to 
showcase the wide-ranging talent, skills, and 
creativity of exotic entertainers in the Paci�c 
Northwest. Only the elite of the top enter-
tainers move on to The Finals of Miss Exotic. 
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SAT 02 – CHEETAHS (SALEM)
MISS EXOTIC OREGON 
QUALIFIER ROUND I

FRI 08 – KIT KAT CLUB
SOPHIA’S BIRTHDAY PARTY BASH

SAT 09 – KIT KAT CLUB
MISS EXOTIC OREGON 
QUALIFIER ROUND II

SAT 16 – STARS CABARET (SALEM) 
MISS EXOTIC OREGON  
QUALIFIER ROUND III

FRI 22 – GUILTY PLEASURES 
MISS EXOTIC OREGON  
QUALIFIER ROUND IV

FRI 29 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE 
MISS EXOTIC OREGON  
QUALIFIER ROUND V

HALLOWEEN PARTIES

FRI 29 & SAT 30
 GUILTY PLEASURES

SAT 30
CABARET, CHEETAHS,

STARS CABARET (SALEM)

This is dependent on their overall ranking 
in the following categories:

• Theme
• Stage Presence & Interaction
• Body/Figure
• Grace, Agility & Skill
• Outfit/Costume
• Originality
• Beauty
• Class/Style

The �nal component to their overall rank-
ing and chance to compete in The Finals 
is customer votes.  They need your support 
through your attendance, voting, and of 
course, tipping!

We’ve all been served a series of shit sand-
wiches by this pandemic, and that includes 
our beloved performers, club owners, bar 
sta�, and other industry professionals. It’s 
time to put that behind us and celebrate the 
immense talent and creativity we are blessed 
to have in this industry of ours. Please come 
and show your support!

And don’t forget! Miss Exotic Oregon 2020, 
Axel from Devils Point, will grace our pres-
ence at The Finals! You can see her perform 
and crown a new Miss Exotic on Friday, No-
vember 26 (Black Friday) at Dante’s.

Support your local businesses, including ev-
ery industry business within these pages.

IG: @exotic_mag

Twitter: @exoticmag

FB: @xoticmag

info@xmag.com

503.241.4317
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I should preface by saying, maybe the most 
important thing not to do for your sweaty, 
crowded Halloween rager is not to have 
one. Depending on how our good friend 
Mr. Delta cuts an angry swath through the 
unvaccinated folks, we may be heading for 
another lockdown. I’m writing this in early 
September, so who fucking knows at this 
point. We’re on month 21 of 2020. Time lit-
erally doesn’t exist anymore.

Although live music is making a slow, 
steady, skittish comeback, I, unfortunate-
ly, haven’t had the chance to venture out 
yet. So, there’s less and less for me to write 
about (hence, the absence in last month’s is-
sue). As much as I want to resort to snarky 
music nerd trivia regurgitated as mediocre 
comedy, I feel like I need to try my damned-
est to return to my roots as a scene critic. 

But again, in this new, boring apocalypse, 
it’s hard to suss out what the scene even 
is anymore. After restrictions were lifted, 
we had about a month—that I missed—of 
live music before folks who prefer to use 
horse medicine that isn’t Ketamine drove 
up hospital numbers to the point where we 
have to mask up again. I’m not complaining 
though, at least shows weren’t canceled. 

Now, we just have to pay a second door guy 
to check vaccine cards—just one more new 
normal after another.

Something that simply isn’t going away (and 
by the numbers, didn’t go away for even the 
worst of the pandemic) is house parties. The 
lifeblood of the paltry local scene here. Now, 
it’s probably a little harder to enforce a strict 
vaccine policy at the door of a porous, beer-
drenched, dilapidated �ophouse, but hey, if 
you wanna be a dick about it, best of luck to 
you. Most likely, after your main homies are 
there, you’re just not gonna care. Before you 
know it, your costumed, slutty get-together 
is a super spreader event. But I’m getting 
ahead of myself. This list isn’t about trying to 
stop that from happening. That’s inevitable. 
So, let’s pretend this house party with live 
music is happening in a post-COVID world 

‘cause honestly, it just hurts less to think 
about it that way, and we can all just laugh 
and talk shit again.

So, imagine this hypothetical house show 
is happening in a world where some skee-
zy lurker who no one knows is spiking the 
punch bowl with some fresh Delta, and 
douchbros are hitting on the poor gals 

just trying to enjoy the music, by asking if 
they’re Team P�zer or Team Moderna. By the 
by, the correct answer is team J&J. One-shot 
blood clots, baby!

Have Color-Coded Cups to Announce 
Your DTFness

Remember the gummy bracelets you wore 
in school to let your classmates know which 
body parts you were down to put in your 
mouth? Anyhoo, I’ve noticed at least an in-
ternet trend towards this, with color-coded 
cups, so you can skip the pleasantries and 
just let partygoers know whether you were 
“Taken,” “Single AF,” “DTF,” etc. All I have to 
say is: do not. This is not a good idea, and 
I’m using my platform to nip this in the bud 
before it spreads through Portland like the 
upcoming Gamma variant. You will have an 
abundance of dudes with DTF-colored cups, 
one poor couple with some Taken cups that 
are seriously regretting coming to this par-
ty, and the handful of ladies who brought 
their own color cups with “fuck o�” written 
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on them. It’s a disaster waiting to happen. Don’t do it.

Not Have a DD — Designated (Stage) Daddy

As much as you think you can get a couple of your loser friends’ 
shitty bands to just show up, play, and �gure it’ll all be �ne, 
it simply will not. Now, I’m hoping anyone dumb enough to 
throw a house party with live music already has a PA system 
and enough mics and cables to leave nothing up to chance. 
Still, even if you have the bare minimum equipment (I can al-
ready guess you don’t have anything even resembling a stage), 
I guarantee you it’ll be nothing but sadness and chaos when 
the entertainment for the evening shows up, and you just point 
at the pile of speakers and mic stands in the basement corner. 
Someone has to be the point man. Even if it is just turning down 
the speakers when they feedback or letting the bands know 
where they can put their shit, trust me. They don’t even have to 
be sober. They just have to remain upright and intelligible for 
the duration of the performance, and they simply cannot leave 
the pretend stage area. I mean, besides to grab another beer or 
catch a smoke break. It seems extra, but it’s not. It’s like the bass-
ist. You don’t notice when they’re there, but you really fucking 
notice when they’re not.

Have More Than Three Bands

Or really, have more than two. How much space do you have? 
It’s gonna be a mess no matter what—the less warm bodies, 
the better. Coordinating young, drunk musicians makes herd-
ing cats look easy. Bars with actual sta� have a hard time, so 
why are you and your housemates going to fare any better? If 
everyone’s bringing their own amps and shit, then the house 
just becomes a storage unit with very little room for doomed 
sexual conquests. With setup and tear down and the singer not 
helping with any of that, the third band isn’t going on till 1 a.m., 
when everyone has either left or is deep in the k-hole. Now that 
I’m thinking about it, why do you even have live bands at your 
house party? Just get a DJ instead. Everyone will have much 
more fun. Much less shit to move around. Plus, they’ll actually 
play songs your party guests will like.
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S T R I P  C L U B S
ACROPOLIS 1  FOOD LOTTERY
8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Daily 11am-12am
BOTTOMS UP! 5  FOOD LOTTERY
16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Tue-Sun 12pm-12am
CABARET 7  FOOD 
17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529
Daily 2pm-2:30am
CLUB 205 56  FOOD LOTTERY
9939 SE Stark St | (503) 256-0527
Daily 11am-2:30am 
CLUB ROUGE 48  FOOD LOTTERY
403 SW Harvey Milk St | (503) 227-3936
Mon-Sat 11am-2am, Sun 2pm-2am 
CLUB SINROCK 23  FOOD LOTTERY
12035 NE Glisan St | (503) 889-0332
Daily 6pm-2:30am
CLUB TEASE 21  FOOD 
4523 NE 60th Ave | (503) 288-9771
Tue-Thu 11am-12am, Fri 11am-9pm 
COLUMBIA STRIP 32  FOOD LOTTERY
605 N Columbia Blvd | (503) 289-1351
Sun-Thu 12pm-1:30am Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am
DESIRE 18  FOOD LOTTERY
535 NE Columbia Blvd | (971) 339-2198
Daily 12pm-12am
DEVILS POINT 12  FOOD LOTTERY
5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513
Daily 11am-2:30am 
DREAM ON SALOON 16  FOOD LOTTERY
15920 SE Stark St | (503) 253-8765
Daily 11am-1am
DV8 17  FOOD LOTTERY
5021 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 12pm-2:15am
THE GOLD CLUB 72  FOOD LOTTERY
17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Daily 12pm-12am 
GUILTY PLEASURES 28  FOOD LOTTERY
13639 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 760-8128
Daily 2pm-2:30am 
HAWTHORNE STRIP 19  FOOD LOTTERY
3532 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 2pm-2:30am
KIT KAT CLUB 69  FOOD LOTTERY
231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229
Daily 4pm-2:30am
THE LOUNGE 30  FOOD LOTTERY
6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Open Sun-Wed 12pm-1am Thu-Sat 12pm-2am
LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 47  FOOD LOTTERY
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am

MARY’S CLUB 25  FOOD LOTTERY
129 SW Broadway | (503) 227-3023
Daily 11:30am-2:30am
PIRATE’S COVE 29  FOOD LOTTERY
7417 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 287-8900
Daily 2pm-2:30am
REVEAL LOUNGE 4  FOOD LOTTERY
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 477-6628
Mon-Fri 2pm- 2:30am, Sat-Sun 4pm-2:30am
RIVERSIDE CORRAL 31  FOOD LOTTERY
545 SE Tacoma St | (503) 232-6813
Mon-Sat 10am-2:30am, Sun 1pm-1am
THE RUNWAY GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 55  FOOD LOTTERY
1735 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 640-4086
Daily 2pm-2:30am
SASSY’S 34  FOOD LOTTERY
927 SE Morrison St | (503) 231-1606
Daily 10:30am-2:30am
SHIMMERS GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 40  FOOD LOTTERY
8000 SE Foster Rd | (971) 230-0047
Daily 10am-2:30am 
SPYCE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 49  FOOD LOTTERY
210 NW Couch St | (503) 957-5293
Sun-Thu 6pm-2:30am, Fri-Sat 3pm-2:30am
STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT 50  FOOD
17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
THE SUNSET STRIP 37  FOOD LOTTERY
10205 SW Park Way | (503) 297-8466
Mon-Fri 11:30am-2:30am, Sat 4pm-2:30am,
Sun 5pm-2:30am
TOMMY’S TOO 39  FOOD
10335 SE Foster Rd | (503) 432-8238
Daily 11am-9pm
THE VENUE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 52  FOOD LOTTERY
9950 SE Stark St | (503) 477-9523
Daily 10am-2:30am
X EXOTIC LOUNGE 35  FOOD
15 SW 2nd Ave | (503) 790-9090
Tue-Sun 7pm-2:30am
XPOSE 70  FOOD LOTTERY
10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364
Daily 3pm-2:30am

E V E R Y T H I N G  E L S E
ADAM & EVE 121
9220 SW Barbur Blvd #115 | (503) 224-1604
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm
ALL ADULT SUPER SHOP 103
14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours
BLACK DIAMOND RECORDING STUDIOS 172
1424 SE 162nd Ave | (503) 477-6523
Daily 7am-9pm
EYE CANDY FASHIONS 171
10412 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 771-0080
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (4) 180
3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 10am-12am 
1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 10am-12am
FANTASYLAND (2) 116
5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours
16016 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours
HEAD EAST 164
13250 SE Division St | (503) 761-3777
Mon-Thu 10am-9pm, Fri-Sat 10am-10pm
HOT BOX 157
3785 SW Hall Blvd | (503) 574-4057
Daily 10am-9pm
JUST BLISS 158
6712 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 384-2373
Call For Hours 
LOVE TOYS 123
10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours
MR. PEEP’S / MR. PEEP’S TOO (2) 162
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours
PASSIONATE DREAMS  130
6644 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 775-6665
Daily 10am-4am 
PDX PEACHES  148
9243 NE Glisan St | (503) 444-7155
Daily 24 Hours
PEEP HOLE 131
709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617
Daily 24 hours

PUSSYCATS 134
3414 NE 82nd Ave | ((503) 477-7019
5226 SE Foster  Rd | (503) 208-3768
10813 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-5356
Daily 24 hours
SECRET RENDEZVOUS 136
10518-B NE Sandy Blvd | (971) 279-2940
Daily 24 hours 
SHEENA’S G SPOT 137
8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111
Daily 24 hours
SILVER SPOON 139
8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am-5pm
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE 163
8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090
Daily 24 hours
TABOO VIDEO (4) 144
Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Daily 10am-10pm
Portland: 237 SE MLK Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Daily 10am-12am
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 206-4708
Daily 10am-2am
Portland: 14712 SE Stark St  | (971) 888-5159
Daily 8am-12am
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Daily 8am-10pm
TORCHED ILLUSIONS 149
17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-12am
TORCHED ILLUSIONS II 169
12963 SW Pacific Hwy | (503) 430-5140
Daily 11am-10pm
THE VELVET ROPE 101
3533 SE César E Chávez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Thu 8pm-2am, Fri-Sat 8:30pm-4am,
Sun 8pm-2am
TRUE’S LINGERIE SHOPPE 170
3376 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 964-3732
Mon- Sat 1pm-7pm
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT 156
7303 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 788-3354 
Call For Hours
X-SENSUAL 126
9061 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 477-7210
Daily 24 Hours

D I S P E N S A R I E S
MARIJUANA PARADISE G
9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm
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MANY BUSINESSES HAVE TEMPORARILY 
ADJUSTED HOURS OF OPERATION. 

PLEASE CALL OR CHECK ONLINE FOR THE 
LATEST INFORMATION.
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A L B A N Y
 ADULT SHOP 
3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

A S T O R I A
 ANNIE’S SALOON 
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage
Tue-Sat 5pm-12am

B E N D
IMAGINE THAT 
197 NE Third St / (541) 312-8100
Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
197 NE 3rd St / (541) 388-4081
Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers
4pm-2:30am / 7 Days

C O O S  B AY
BACHELOR’S INN 
63721 Edwards Rd / (541) 266-8827
1 Stage, Full Bar, Full Menu
Mon-Sat 4pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

C O R V A L L I S
ADULT SHOP 
2315 9th St NW / (541) 754-7039
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am

E U G E N E
ADULT SHOP 
90 Holeman Ave / (541) 688-5411
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade, Novelties, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
B&B DISTRIBUTORS 
710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999
Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
720 Garfield St / (541) 345-2873
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
THE NILE 
1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869
Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers
Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am
SILVER DOLLAR CLUB 
2620 W 10th Pl / (541) 485-2303
Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

G E R V A I S
LAST CHANCE SALOON 
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage
12pm-2:30am / 7 Days

K L A M AT H  F A L L S
THE ALIBI 
5711 S 6th St / (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery
3pm-2:30am / 7 Days

L I N C O L N  C I T Y
IMAGINE THAT  
2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
(Downstairs When Entering From Highway 101)
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

M E D F O R D
ADULT SHOP 
261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

N E W P O R T
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

O A K L A N D
ADULT SHOP 
726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

R O S E B U R G
FILLED WITH FUN 
2498 Old Highway 99E S / (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,  
Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12pm-9pm

S A L E M
ADULT SHOP 
155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
ADULT SHOP 
2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
3113 River Rd N / (503) 390-4371
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
BOB’S ADULT BOOKS 
3815 State St / (503) 363-3846
Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater 
9am-2am / 7 Days
CHEETAHS XXX CABARET  
3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969
18+ Juice Bar
Tue-Thu 7pm-4am, Fri-Sat 7pm-5am & Sun 
7pm-4am
DIZZY’S SMOKE SHOP 
1051 Commercial St SE / (503) 585-0050
4823 Commercial St SE / (503) 385-1564
21+ Head Shop & Gift Shop
10am-8pm / 7 Days 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3593 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 385-8111
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
5530 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6754
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET 
5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782
Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
3473 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 370-7080
Videos, Magazines, Multi Ch. Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063
Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 2pm-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 339-7368
Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am
VIXENS 
3815 State St / (971) 304-7082
Lingerie Modeling
24 Hours / 7 Days

S P R I N G F I E L D
BOBBI’S VIP ROOM 
1195 Main St / (541) 844-1019
Full Bar, Full Menu, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3270 Gateway St C / (541) 726-2445  
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969
Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
Mon-Tue 8am-12am, Wed-Sun 24 Hours

T H E  D A L L E S
ADULT SHOP 
3506 W 6th St / (541) 298-1874
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

A B E R D E E N
KINX ADULT SHOP 
213 E Wiskah St / (360) 532-8078
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,
Sun 12pm-8pm
MON-SAT 11AM-1AM, SUN 11AM-12AMB R E M E R T O N  
ADULTS ONLY BREMERTON 
317 N Callow Ave / (360) 627-7318
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am 
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
338 N Callow Ave / (360) 373-0551
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-1am, Sun 10am-10pm

PARADISE FOR ADULTS ONLY 
1011 S Gold St / (360) 807-8932
Adult Products, Smoke Supplies, Arcade 
Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 12pm-12am

KINX ADULT SHOP 
821 W Main St  / (360) 748-6247
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm, 
Sun 12pm-8pm

D E S  M O I N E S
AIRPORT VIDEO 2 
21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Video Peep Shows, Movies,
Novelties & Toys
10am-2am / 7 Days

E V E R E T T
AIRPORT VIDEO 1 
11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555
Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
24 Hours / 7 Days

K E N N E W I C K
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

K E N T
KINX ADULT SHOP 
604 Central Ave S / (253) 850-8428
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11:30am-9:30pm, Fri-Sat 11:30am-
11pm, Sun 12pm-6pm

L A K E W O O D
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3922 100th St SW / (253) 582-3329
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 8am-2am, Sun 10am-10pm
LIBERTY BOOK STORE 
3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade
Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

LY N N W O O D
DEANNA’S VIDEO 
15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
9am-1am / 7 Days
LOVERS LAIR 
4001 198th St SW #7 / (425) 775-4502
DVDs, Novelties, Lingerie, Unique BDSM 
Supplies
Mon-Sat 10am-10pm, Sun 12pm-6pm

P A S C O
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3724 N Rainier Ave / (509) 547-5341
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-12am, Sun 10am-10pm

R E N T O N
CLUB SINROCK 
208 SW 16th St / (425) 255-3110
18+ Gentlemen’s Club, 1 Stage, ATM
4pm-2am / 7 Days

S E AT T L E
DANCING BARE 
10338 Aurora Ave N / (206) 523-1227
18+, 1 Stage, VIP Area, ATM, DVDs, Toys, Novelties
11am-2:30am / 7 Days
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days
TABOO VIDEO 
9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855
DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
10am-10pm / 7 Days
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET 
7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225
18+ Gentlemen’s Club (No Cover), Private Rooms
Pool, ATM
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 5pm-2:30am 
VIDEO VIDEOS 
10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973
DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties, 
Theater
10am-3am / 7 Days

S P O K A N E
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
3813 N Division St / (509) 324-8961
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Thu 9am-12am, Fri-Sat 9am-2am
& Sun 12pm-10pm

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days

TA C O M A
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
6015 Tacoma Mall Blvd / (253) 471-0391
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 12pm-9pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

O R E G O N

W A S H I N G T O N

C H E H A L I S

C E N T R A L I A

DID WE MISS A LOCATION? EMAIL INFO@XMAG.COM OR 
TEXT/CALL (503) 241-4317 AND LET US KNOW!

MANY BUSINESSES HAVE TEMPORARILY ADJUSTED
HOURS OF OPERATION. PLEASE CALL OR CHECK ONLINE 

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION.
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KIT KAT CLUB
Performers Are Welcome To Audition 

Daily Between 4pm And 5pm 
Creativity Is Encouraged 

231 SW Ankeny, In Ankeny St Alley 
Next To Voodoo Doughnut 

Text 503-919-8644 For More Information 
X EXOTIC LOUNGE

Dancers Are Welcome To Audition  
Tue-Sun Between 7pm And 8pm 

15 NW 2nd Avenue, Next To Ankeny Alley 
Text 503-919-8644 For More Information 

JOIN THE SEXY GROUP AT 
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE!

Upscale, Private Fetish Club Is Looking 
For Energetic, Positive & Punctual Ladies 

Between 18-35 For A Busy, 24/7, 
Big $$$ Location! Weekly Schedule Custom  

To Your Availability & NO Shift Fees!  
Apply By Email To StilettoGirls@yahoo.com 

(include photo/age/availability)
PDX PEACHES

The Hottest New Lingerie Shop Is Now 
Hiring - Become A Peach! 

Apply Now At PDXPeaches.com 
(Find Us On Twitter & Instagram) 
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT

NOW HIRING! 
Flexible Schedules, Low Fees And A Fun 
Atmosphere! Join The Family - Reach Out 
Via Instagram DM @VictressEntertainment 

Or Give Us A Call (503) 788-3354 
NOW HIRING MODELS (18+) 

AT JUST BLISS!
No Schedule Required - No Stage Fee 

Or Tip Outs - Work By Appointment 
(503) 384-2373  

6712 NE Sandy Blvd • Portland, OR 97213 
IG: @_Just.Bliss_ & @_.Just.Bliss._ 

TABOO ADULT VIDEO IS HIRING
Join The Team! Bring Your Résumé  

In To Any Of Our Locations.  
The Northwest’s Best Store For Adults! 

www.TabooVideo.com
FANTASYLAND ADULT VIDEO
In Clackamas, OR Is Looking To Fill  

An On-Call Janitorial Position 
Call (503) 655-4667 For Info

HONEYPOTHARMONY.NET
Detox Your Ex And Get Ready For Your 

Next With Our Fertility Tinctures, 
Yoni Detox Pearls, Yoni Oils, 

Yoni Steams & More!
MODELS

If You Starred In Any Local FETISH FILMS 
(2008-2017) And Were Physically/Emo-
tionally Harmed, You May Be Entitled To 

Compensation.
Contact KeepModelsSafe@Gmail.com

CLUB OWNERS
FIND YOUR NEXT STAR HERE!

SexyJobs.com
The #1 Resource Linking Sexy Ladies 
Looking For Adult Jobs With Those 
Wanting To Hire Them - Since 1998!

CLUB FOXY
Come Work In Paradise And Make $$$! 

Guam’s #1 Gentlemen’s Club Great Team! 
Professional Environment! 

www.ClubFoxy.us IG: ClubFoxyGuam
CLUB USA

The Hottest Adult Nightclub In Guam
$500 Weekly Salary, Free Housing, 

Free Airfare, Drink And Dance 
Commissions Plus Tips

Contact (671) 688-5235 Or
Email Pat@ClubUSAGuam.com

SEATTLE DANCER$
Auditioning Daily For Girls Who 

Want To Make Fast Cash
 Call (425) 255-3110

www.ClubSinRock.com 
STARS CABARET

1550 Weston Court NE · Salem, OR
(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily  

DANCE AT CHEETAHS IN SALEM!
Auditions 18+ 7pm-10pm

SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB
Hiring Dancers 21+ • No Experience  

Required. Call (503) 339-7368 To Set Up 
An Audition · 3803 Commercial St SE 

Salem, OR 97301
CABARET

17544 SE Stark St 
Hiring Girls 18 & Over

Auditions Daily 11am-5pm
Call (503) 252-3529 

PUSSYCATS
Now Hiring Models 18+ 

No Experience Necessary 
Email PussycatsAudition@yahoo.com

STARS BRIDGEPORT
Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff

Audition Times Mon-Thu 11am-5pm,  
Sun 4pm-7pm Call (503) 726-2403

X-SENSUAL
Now Hiring Models 18+ 

No Experience Necessary 
Flexible Hours - Great Money 

Email XSensualPDX@Gmail.com  
Or Text (503) 510-7936  
GUILTY PLEASURES
GENTLEMEN’S CLUB

Hiring Dancers 18 And Over For 
Portland’s Hottest Club

Auditions Mon-Fri 
Text/Call For Auditions 

(971) 352-2414
DREAM ON SALOON & THE LOUNGE

New Booking Manager
Looking For Beautiful, Professional 
Women With Good Personalities! 

No Stage Fees! Must Be 21+ 
Please Contact Booking To Set Up An 

Audition (971) 895-2221 
COLUMBIA STRIP IS HIRING

DANCERS 21+
No Experience Necessary! Low House Fees! 

Text Your Intro And Photos To Set Up An 
Audition. (503) 730-5030
HAWTHORNE STRIP

Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up Audition, Send Photos, 

A Brief Summary Of Your Experience 
& Contact Information To

HawthorneStrip@Gmail.com 
DV8 IS HIRING DANCERS 21+

To Set Up An Audition, Send Unfiltered 
Photos To Booking@TheDv8.com 

   • MISCELLANEOUS •

CLASSIFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE, CALL (503) 804-4479

TO ADVERTISE, CALL (503) 804-4479
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There’s a lot of things I thought I’d be do-
ing on Halloween, but I can honestly say 
that I never expected a morgue to be 
in the cards. What’s funny is that I was 
just making fun of the sign for George-
town Morgue here in Seattle, and how I 
thought it was an extremely inappropri-

ate sign for a morgue (two soles of the 
feet with “Georgetown Morgue” in the 
middle of them).

I now know that it’s not an actual morgue, 
unfortunately, but also, more unfor-
tunately for me, this isn’t the morgue I 
ended up in. No, sir, I ended up in the 
real deal. Less haunted, more sterile, the 
lighting sucks, people suck, greeting ser-
vice sucks. But, whatever, I can at least 
forewarn you guys, so you can attempt 

to steer clear of the Big Time. I mean, you 
should totally have fun, but maybe try not 
to accomplish as much as I had that night.
So, without further warning, here is (what 
I believe to be) the fully complete list of 
things I had done on Halloween before I 
hit the sheets.

1) I started the morning of Halloween 
o� with one foot already in the grave—a 
hangover from Hell and topped it o� with 
a Bloody Mary. Choice (makes OK sign with 
fingers). What’s more, the bartender re-
membered me from the night before be-
cause I had let them know they’d be see-
ing me again very soon, and I asked them 
to slip “somethin’ fun” in on my next visit. 
I do not know what that somethin’ was, 
but I can tell you consequences weren’t a 
thing in my head that day.

2) I ate a Rice Dog in China Town, and it was 
the most delicious thing I’d ever eaten. So, 
I ordered seven more and ate them all. I 
started to get really thirsty at this point, 
so I went to Joe’s right next door, ordered 
four double whiskey Cokes, and one ci-
der, then stumbled out proud and still 
alert somehow (but, I mean, I could have 
just been lying to myself… I also don’t re-
member if I was kicked out or if I just left 
proud and inebriated, thirst having been 
quenched). I did not leave, however, be-
fore having my face properly painted by a 
girl at the bar, who was o�ering free face 
paintings. I accidentally wiped my eyes, 
forgetting about the paint, and made my-
self look like the Babadook.

3) I tried to pick a fight with a Seattle 
football fan. I don’t know anything about 
sports, but I tried to tell them my team 
was better, anyway. This was when I got 
pushed into tra�c. Unfortunately, this 
was not where I died, just where I got hit 
by a car, yelled at because I most defi-
nitely looked like a drunk, crazy person 
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with Babadook face paint, and stumbled 
o� upset that I didn’t win a non-existent 
�ght. 

A cop only looked at me for a slight sec-
ond because there was only one of them 
in his car, and apparently, there need to 
be two in order to intervene safely and 
“legally.” I think I was just too much for 
them to handle on Halloween (aren’t I al-
ways? dead girl wink wink). I may be dead, 
but I can still make myself laugh.

4) I started to drive home somehow and 
had a near-death experience with the 
stupid train that has to go by literally ev-
ery time I try to get anywhere in this city. 
WHY ARE THE TRAINS SO BUSY? WHY ARE 
PEOPLE STILL USING TRAINS SO MUCH? 
I like to have these “near-death experi-
ences,” though, so I continued this ad-
venture by just grazing a telephone pole 
and driving close enough to give the guy 
I saw swerving on a scooter an aneurism. 
I yelled “FIVE POINTS!” out my window, 
which made him look up, hit the edge of 
the curb, and fall over. I laughed. I de�-
nitely belong where I am right now…

5) I never made it home. I actually ended 
up going to some strip club, confusing 
it for an equally shady spot in Portland, 

asked where the alcohol was, was told 
there was none, so I scowled at the at-
tendant, looked at the pretty lady, said I 
appreciated what she did, that I was sorry 
I wouldn’t be attending and left. I don’t 
think she heard me; in fact, I don’t think 
what I was saying constituted English or 
any other spoken language. Just gibber-

ish puking out of my mouth as I also vom-
ited. Word vomit followed by real vomit. 
Rad.

6) At this point in the night, I’m pretty 
sure I am close to my �nal evolutionary 
state. That is, somewhere along the lines 
of a raccoon scrounging the ground for 
cigarette butts, a Gorton’s Fisherman rep-
resentative (I try stealing someone’s crab 
traps and �shing pole), and sloth. I am 
leaning more towards sloth by the end of 
it—a chipper, crazy sloth. Anyway, seven 
cigarette butts (so, one whole cigarette) 
and �ve random open bottles �lled with 
liquid of some sort later, my car is parked 
at Pikes’, right in front of the Ferris wheel. 
I think, “Awesome. Good parking job! I al-

most never get this close to anything!” I 
hop out of my car, hurl, and tell the Fer-
ris wheel guy, “one ticket.” He attempts to 
veer me in the other direction, takes my 
car keys—which I murderously stare at 
him for—and sends me on my way.

7) The dock is pretty long, and I’m pretty 

hungry. So, I grabbed someone’s �sh and 
chips they were eating on the dock. They 
didn’t like that, and some guy punched 

me in the face, and I proceeded to tell him 
that my football team was better than his. 
He said he was from California, to which 
I then reiterated to him that my football 
team was de�nitely better than his and fell 
o� the dock.

And that’s how I ended up here. Not el-
egant. Not unique or artistically created. 
No, I just drowned a drunk sea creature. A 
sea creature so pickled that when the po-
lice or whoever grabbed me (why would I 
care or notice), I was still perfectly intact. 
I mean, it was also really cold water, but 
still.

Anyway, the moral of the story is, if you 
drink enough and die in frozen water, you 
can still leave a sexy corpse. Also, wear 
black underwear. Or, I guess the other 
moral of the story here; do at least one of 
these things on Halloween, but don’t do 
them all. Unless, of course, you want to be 
my buddy in wherever-this-is-land. It isn’t 
great, but hey, I am pretty funny.

Hannah One Cup is currently still in the 
morgue. Her body is being studied by sci-
ence nerds to help �gure out how she sur-
vived that long and how her body still looks 
so damn hot. After they are done with that 
nonsense, she will be placed in someone’s 
woods for the coyotes to eat. Mmmmm. 
Like rum ham, but a person. She still thinks 
she’s funny. Although she’s dead, she can 
still be found on Facebook under her name.
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The white sedan rolled under a tree in the 
parking lot. Eurydice parked the car away 
from the illuminated Motel 6. She smiled 
so much on the way to meet Orpheus 
that her face hurt. She pressed cold hands 
against flush cheeks, then took three
deep breaths to calm her jittering mind 
and chest. Her gaze �xed on the brochure 
palette in the bright lobby, across from 
the car. Vibrant reds, oranges, and greens 
caught her eye as she skipped toward the 
building. What was there to do in the drab 
town of Centralia, Washington? Other 
than uniting with your twin �ame for the 
�rst time at a seedy hotel, late at night.

I don’t know who usurped my story, but it 
happened to me, Orpheus happened to me, 
so it’s best if I tell it, verbatim, like he asked 
me to before he died. 

Eurydice ascended the cement stairs
stained with extinguished cigarette butts 
and pigeon shit. She followed the cracks 
in the steps with her breath. She stu�ed 
her anxieties into the crevices, discarding 
fear of rejection there with the weeds and 
broken concrete. The outdoor walkway 
on the second �oor of the motel stretched 
on and on. Eurydice got fed up with the 
distance, great and small, so she jogged 
the length of the building, then turned a 
corner. Light spilled out of the open door 
to room 213.

We actually joked about that later because 
Je�rey Dahmer lived in apartment 213. 

Eurydice barged into the room, giggles 
first. A pair of black Dr. Martens boots 
rested neatly next to the door as Eurydice 

closed it. The mirror re�ected Orpheus ly-
ing down, with dark hair and eyes, clad 
in a faded black sweater, black jeans, and 
black socks atop all-white linen. He leaped 
out of bed. Eurydice turned around to Or-
pheus, who lunged at her with wild aban-
don. He cupped her hot cheeks in his soft 
hands. Orpheus lovingly locked his dark 
orbs into Eurydice’s doe eyes. They kissed 
deeply at the door, with eyes half-opened, 
as if in tantric meditation. Cloud-lips con-
nected with lightning smooches into a 
mutual melt. Their cells melded. Their de-
sires uncoiled in embraced limbs, buttery 
and warm. Electric. 

I always loved it when he said we had 
enough electricity to light up a city. 
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Orpheus guided Eurydice to the bed, 
slowly swaying and gently pulling her 
toward the mattress framed in chipped 
pine. He lowered himself down, back �rst, 
and settled her on top of him. She lifted 
their tops to feel �esh against �esh. Or-
pheus plucked the shirt o� of Eurydice 
and then his own. He clasped her waist as 
he did so, which kept her positioned on 
his lap. Eurydice brushed the dark curls 
from Orpheus’s X-ray eyes that scanned 
her soul for lust and love.

“Tell me that you need me,” Orpheus said 
as he sucked on Eurydice’s hard nipple, 
biting just enough for her to feel a jolt of 
pleasurable pain. 

Animus just left, thankfully.

Orpheus slides his velvety tongue into 
my eager mouth. We kiss like the world 

is ending—writhing all the way to dysto-
pia, where smug hipsters raise their small 
dogs and sugary co�ees as a tsunami de-
stroys their imploding metropolis, com-
monly loathed for growing beyond most 
people’s means. 

Orpheus kisses and licks his way down my 
torso, covered in a faded, colorless tattoo 
of snakes entwined. I watch him in the 
mirror on the dresser in front of the bed, 
as he slips o� my leggings and thong. 

“You don’t care that I’m bleeding?”

“Do I look like I care?” 

Orpheus tugs the tampon out of my 
yoni with his teeth. He �ings the tampon 
across the room, where it thwacks the 
dresser and rolls onto the carpet. Luckily, 
there wasn’t much blood. 

Orpheus licks spit onto the tips of his in-
dex and middle �ngers and so very lightly 

caresses my clit, igniting every single 
cell in my body. Little taps and swirls in 
the most controlled way. He massages 
my pussy with his Midas touch until am-
rita drips down my thighs and onto the 
sheets. He enters me, and it’s every bit of 
magic we expected, but more divine and 
sweeter. The ecstasy is so profound that 
we don’t know where the other begins 
or ends. For the �rst and only time in my 
life, I have an orgasm the �rst time having 
sex with a lover, instead of it taking a few 
times to a few months. 

In repose, we share stories. I tell him about 
my hometown in Florida, and he tells me 
his most vivid Florida memory.

“I went to a shack with this guy. We sm-
oked crack in the dark for what felt like 
hours. When he eventually turned on the 
lights, palmetto bugs covered literally ev-

erything in the room. You could hear the 
roaches slither into hiding.”

Just as Orpheus tells me this anecdote, his 
baby momma calls. He holds me as they 
talk about their kid. After 15 minutes, I get 
antsy and pull the hairs on his chest, hop-
ing it’s true he’s been sober for a couple of 
years. He smirks at me but still talks for an-
other 10 minutes or so. A 25-minute call 
interrupting our hilarious and grim pillow 
talk was way too long to accept when he 
drove farther than I did. Plus, we had very 

limited time together, which he was wast-
ing on a phone call he could’ve ignored. 
Neither of us could stay the night in the 
hotel room because we had to work too 
damn early in the morning. As annoyed 
as I am that he’s blabbing on a call, I �nd 
comfort in his absolute transparency at 
the same time. The thought calms me, 
and I sink into his skin. He hangs up the 
phone and apologizes, then kisses me.

After �nally being with Orpheus in per-
son, I knew I needed to keep meeting 
him for romantic rendezvous, no matter 
the di�culty. Even if I sometimes created 
hardship between us. Like then. A couple 
of weeks after we met that night, I called 
o� the relationship. My ex had re-entered 
my life apologetically, and Orpheus had 
gradually withdrawn from me. We hardly 
talked. He was aloof. It became confusing 
to have love for two people who were in-

terested in me. I had to choose one, and I 
chose the person closest in proximity to 
me because I knew him better and trust-
ed his �delity more than Orpheus’s. 

I called Orpheus and told him that I need-
ed to give Eros another chance. He wasn’t 
happy about it, of course. But the beauti-
ful thing is that sometimes I was a jack-
ass, like then, and Orpheus never held it 
against me. He’d get a little mi�ed in the 
moment, but he never stayed mad long. 
He always left the door open with me, 
even if I didn’t deserve it. Like that first 
time when I called it o� instead of asking 
for us to �gure out how to navigate a long 
distance relationship that required cross-
ing a border between countries.

I never shook that perpetual need to be 
near him. Death makes that a fun game, 
but dreams have a funny way of being 
real when someone dies.

To be continued...
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Okay, hear me out. Lists of “weird” or 
“gross” foods are generally an excuse 
to mock people in places you’ve nev-
er been, on account of them eating 
bugs or whatever. That’s not how I’m 
choosing to play this article. I assure 
you, if I want to mock Uzbekistan, I 
will straight-up write an article called 
“Uzbekistan is Very Unpleasant, and 
Everyone There Has Hairy Knuckles.” 
I do not need to bring their cuisine 
into it. This isn’t necessarily a gross-
out article, either. It is, instead, a list of 
unconventional but intriguing dishes 
from around the world.

That said, let’s get started.

Qarta (Uzbekistan)

Okay, Uzbekistan. This is me being 
non-judgmental. Qarta is a dish com-
prised of pan-fried horse rectums. No, 
I don’t just mean “intestines,” and I’m 
using creative license. It is actually just 
the section of them that comprises 
the rectum. To prepare it, one washes 
the tube of the rectum �rst—prefer-
ably for a good, long while. After it’s 
washed, it is smoked for a whole day 

and then dried for another two. It 
is then very thinly sliced, seasoned, 
boiled for a bit in bouillon, pan-fried, 
and seasoned with dill. That’s a lot of 
work for what is essentially fried but-
tholes. Would I, personally, eat this? 
You know, I think I actually would. 
I’ve eaten SPAM, Bar-S hot dogs, and 
chorizo, all of which are buttholes or 
butthole-adjacent, so why not?

Casu Marzu (Sardinia)

The Italian province of Sardinia is a 
pretty laid-back place. The locals take 
life as it comes and enjoy good food 
and drink as often as they can.

Casu marzu is a gourmet form of 
cheese that is “processed” by insects. 

You see, they will take a large wheel 
of pecorino cheese and remove some 
of the rind. They then set the cheese 
outside and let cheese �ies (Piophila 
casei) lay their eggs on it. Cheese �ies, 
like most �ies, lay hundreds of eggs at 
a time, and the Sardinians soon �nd 
their pecorino teeming with maggots. 
The acids produced by the maggots’ 

digestive process break down the fats 
in the cheese, making the cheese in-
credibly soft. Given that the cheese 
is considered “unsafe” by the time 
the maggots die naturally, the logi-
cal course of action is to eat it while 
they’re still alive. Because the larvae 
can project themselves several inches 
if molested by, say, a fork, enthusi-
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asts will typically hold their hands 
over their plate to keep the little bug-
gers from jumping up in their face. 
And, no, you don’t have to leave the 
maggots in. You can put the cheese 
in a bag, and they will extract them-
selves as they run out of oxygen and 
leap from the cheese to the bottom 
of the bag. You may then consume it 
maggot-less. Would I eat this? This has 
long been a food I wish to try, honest-
ly. I just gotta KNOW, ya know? Sadly, 
it is prohibited by the import laws of 
most countries and is even only quasi-
legal in Sardinia. So, to get my hands 
on some, I’d have to go not only go to 
Sardinia, but then I would have to try 
to �gure out how to �nd a forbidden 
cheese hookup. It’s on the list, though.

Kopi Luwak (Indonesia)

Okay, anyone who knows about this 
stu� probably knew it would make 
this list. Having made a splash a few 
years back when every hipster want-
ed to get their hands on some, this is 
a specialty co�ee, wherein the beans 
are also naturally processed by an 
animal. In this case, the palm civet, a 
small, cat-like mammal. They process 
the beans by eating them and then 
shitting them out, fermented. Yeah. 
That’s it. I want to know who the �rst 
guy was to look at a cat turd and say, 
“those co�ee beans I see in there... 
they gotta still be good.” It fetches 
a pretty penny on the open mar-
ket, ranging from $100/kg to up to 
$1,300/kg for “wild-caught” civet shit. 
Would I try this? No. Even if it weren’t 
ludicrously expensive, I draw the line 

at eating shit or drinking it. I don’t 
care if it tastes like angel pussy; that’s 
a hard line.

Cheez Whiz (United States)

One of the few countries to routinely 
eat foods in whiz form, the United 
States is known for its passion for 
junk food and convenience. Cheez 
Whiz is both of those things. It is not 
really cheese, as such, instead being 
a collection of oils and milk proteins. 
Invented in 1952 by a team of food 
scientists who were trying to beat the 
Soviet Union in the equally intense 
but lesser-known snack equivalent of 
the space race, Cheez Whiz quickly ce-
mented itself in American dietary cul-
ture. When o�ered to foreigners who 
are unaccustomed to radioactive yel-
low whizzes, it’s often met with reluc-
tance and is considered an acquired 
taste. Would I eat this? Well, I have be-
fore. I’m sure it’s still inside me, some-
where, leaching vital nutrients from 
my bones.

Huitlacoche (Mexico)

Huitlacoche (weet-la-coh-che) is also 
known as corn smut. We love smut of 

all sorts around here, so let’s begin. 
Corn smut is a fungus that infects corn 
and presents as a kind of pu�y mold 
on the kernels. In another instance of 
someone deciding to eat something 
that looks (or is at least conceptually) 
foul, it turns out that this moldy corn 
is supposedly delicious. Said to taste 
like truffles and earning its (other) 
nickname of the “Mexican truffle,” 
you can �nd the stu� as street food in 
Mexico or for sale in the produce sec-
tion of many grocers. Would I eat this? 
Sure. Shame it never really caught on 
in the USA.

Hákarl (Iceland)

Hákarl is an Icelandic national dish, 
and much like every single goddamn 
thing that has ever or will ever come 
out of Iceland, it’s very strange. First 
o�, it’s fermented shark. The varieties 
of shark you catch around Iceland are 
generally not edible, so this is a hack 
of sorts. You catch you a shark, gut it, 
and chop its head o�. Then, you put it 
in a shallow hole in a bed of gravelly 
sand. The shark is then covered with 
sand and gravel, and heavy stones are 
placed atop the mound to squeeze 
the liquids out of the body. They let 
it ferment in this way for two to three 
months, then they cut it into strips 
and hang them up in an open-air 
structure. Imagine being downwind 
of this thing. As it dries, a brown crust 
forms on the surface of the meat. The 
brown crust is cut o�, and the remain-
ing meat is cut into small chunks for 
consumption. It has a strong ammo-
nia smell and is traditionally accom-
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panied by aquavit, a very strong liquor. It has been 
described by the late chef and TV personality Anthony 
Bourdain as being “the single worst, most disgusting 
and terrible-tasting thing” he had ever eaten. Would I 
eat this? I have eaten this. I was able to obtain some 
from an associate who visited Bjorkland. It’s like eating 
a pencil eraser dipped in �oor cleanser. The liquor is an 
absolute necessity; otherwise, you’d probably want to 
hurl.

Balut (Philippines, Laos, Cambodia, ‘Nam)

Native to Southeast Asia, and looking inconspicuously 
like a boiled egg, balut is a fascinating snack food. You 
see, it IS an egg, a duck egg to be precise, but much 
more so. Most of the eggs we eat are unfertilized. Thus, 
they’re just an inert yolk and white. Not so with balut, 
for you see, the egg is fertilized, and the embryo is al-
lowed to grow for 21 days, at which point, they are 
then boiled and served. The duck fetus is eaten directly 
from the shell, giving you a dead-eyed stare until you 
gnaw its face o� with a little salt, vinegar, or chili sauce. 
The bones of the formed proto-duck are supposedly 
�rm but tender, and it is an inexpensive source of pro-
tein and calcium. Would I eat this? I can honestly say I 
don’t know. I know I wouldn’t seek it out like with the 
maggot cheese, though.

That’s my top seven. There is an abundance more curi-
ous delicacies out there, and perhaps another time, I’ll 
chronicle some more of them.

In the meantime, bon appétit!

-WStM

Wombstretcha the Magni�cent is a fermented animal 
product connoisseur, embryo analyst, ghost agitator, 
writer, and retired rapper from Portland, OR. He can be 
found at his website, wombstretcha.com, on Twitter as 
@wombstretcha503, and on MeWe (yay!) and Facebook 
(boo!), as “Wombstretcha the Magni�cent.”
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