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AMAZING APRIL

Okay, that was a totally misleading 
headline. When most of us think of 
April, it involves owing taxes, lots of 
rain, and April Fools’ Day—one of 
the most useless uno�cial holidays 
around. To keep with the negativity 
theme, did you know the Titanic sunk 

in April? Apollo 13’s problematic jour-
ney and the Chernobyl nuclear di-
saster are two more gems that April 
blessed us with.

Let’s not be too hard on the month 
of showers, though. It brought us 
cool shit like 4/20, the very �rst Ford 
Mustang, and Leonardo da Vinci. (Fun 
fact: Leo was born out of wedlock, so 

there’s some motivation for all you 
lazy bastards from broken homes… 
[“Get Up You Stupid Fuck” plays in the 
background.])

Closer to home, there’s plenty of 
modern-day cool shit happening, too. 
Polerotica starts this month, and we 
promise it will be pretty-fucking-cool, 
but we’ll discuss that more in a bit… 
First, we’d like to wish Happy Birth-
day to Scott from Guilty Pleasures! 
Stop by on Saturday, April 9, for the 
celebration and mark your calendars 
because this isn’t the only celebration 
they’re having this month. We’d also 
like to congratulate both Scott & Ju-
lie on their 4-year anniversary! Being 
wise beyond their years, they knew 
the anniversary party would take two 
nights, and so it was. It’s all going 
down on Friday, April 22, and Satur-
day, April 23—don’t miss out!

There are a few more birthdays to 
mention! Saturday, April 9, Azra’s 
Birthday Party is at Devils Point and 

then right back to Devils Point the 
very next Friday, April 15, for Kiki & 
Wednesday’s Birthday Party! Happy 
Birthday you sexy devils! Moving on, 
Stars Cabaret (Bridgeport) is holding 
their Casino Night on Saturday, April 
16, with prizes and specials, so come 
check it out. Also, on April 16, Pee-
Wee’s Burlesquehouse hits Dante’s 
for two shows (8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.), 
and it’s one of the most unique shows 
around. Think Pee-wee’s Playhouse 
TV show of the late ‘80s, mixed with 
burlesque, drag, circus, and tease. It 
doesn’t get more bizarre, and since 
we know PDX is all about weird, you 
don’t want to miss this night! Wrap-
ping up our April events is The One 
Moto Show After Party at Devils Point 
on Saturday, April 30!

POLEROTICA STARTS NOW

Without further ado… Are you ready 
for the largest and most established 
pole performance and dance com-
petition in the nation? Yeah, a little 
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SAT 02 – CHEETAHS
POLEROTICA 2022 QUALIFIER ROUND I

FRI 08 – KIT KAT CLUB
POLEROTICA 2022 QUALIFIER ROUND II

SAT 09 – DEVILS POINT
AZRA’S BIRTHDAY PARTY 

SAT 09 – GUILTY PLEASURES
SCOTT’S BIRTHDAY PARTY

FRI 15 – DEVILS POINT  
KIKI & WEDNESDAY’S BIRTHDAY PARTY 

SAT 16 – DANTE’S
PEE-WEE’S BURLESQUEHOUSE

SAT 16 – STARS CABARET (SALEM)
POLEROTICA 2022 QUALIFIER ROUND III  

SAT 16 – STARS SALEM (BRIDGEPORT)
 CASINO NIGHT 

FRI 22 – GUILTY PLEASURES
4TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY (PART 1)

SAT 23 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE
POLEROTICA 2022 QUALIFIER ROUND IV 

SAT 23 – GUILTY PLEASURES
4TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY (PART 2)

FRI 29 – THE LOUNGE
POLEROTICA 2022 QUALIFIER ROUND V

SAT 30 – DEVILS POINT
 THE ONE MOTO SHOW AFTER PARTY

DAILY SPECIALS

CABARET
HAPPY HOUR 2PM-6PM

COLUMBIA STRIP & 82ND STRIP
HAPPY HOUR 4PM-7PM

DV8
HAPPY HOUR NOON-3PM

THE LOUNGE
HAPPY HOUR 2PM-4PM

shameless promotion and brag-
ging, but it’s well justi�ed. After 
two very long years, we’re excited 
to bring you Polerotica 2022! It all 
starts on April 2 at Cheetahs XXX 
Cabaret in Salem and runs through 
the end of next month. Make sure to 
take note of all the important dates 
listed for you here and on page 16! 
You don’t want to miss one of our in-
dustry’s premier events and witness 
history in the making. See you there!

Stay frosty, folks—It’s about to go 
down!

Audi 5000 (“Outies bro,” for all you hip-
sters....)

Support your local businesses, in-
cluding every industry business with-
in these pages.

IG: @exotic_mag 
Twitter: @exoticmag 
FB: @xoticmag 
info@xmag.com 
503.241.4317
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I’m not really a dog person.

I like dogs perfectly �ne, but, much like chil-
dren, I don’t care to own one myself. I have a 
very burly housecat named The Ham™, and 
he’s independent enough that it’s more-or-
less, just like having a roommate who will 
periodically wake you up with a dead rat in 
his mouth, which is half his size. Like whoa, 
okay pal, where’d you get that big fucker? 
Hopefully, the neighbor’s yard and not mine. 
Damn. But thanks for paying the rent on time.

However, I’ve recently been charged to look 
after a discount pug for a couple of days. Its 
master calls me and says, “Hey, can you look 
after the discount pug for a week?” You know, 
dog-sitting. I could do nothing but say, “Uh, 
yeah, sure.” Then I was faced with the ques-
tion of what to do with such a creature. Well, I 
had no idea, but I found various things to do 
with her. You will now be told the tale.

Firstly, to address the question: why is she a 
discount pug? Does she provide discounts? 
No, sadly. She merely came to her master at 
a discount because she doesn’t see very well. 
Does a pug, discounted or otherwise, really 
need keen eyesight? Are people taking pugs 
duck hunting? That sounds like a terrible 
idea.

So, before discussing what I did during “pug 
week,” let’s go over a few facts...

Pug Facts

• The pug was initially a dog species from 
China, brought to Europe in the 16th centu-
ry. There are manuscripts in ancient Chinese 
from the Song Dynasty which describe Chi-
nese proto-pugs.

• It was selectively bred by royalty, much like 
the current Queen of England’s famous cor-
gis, though not by the English. Where the 
Brits have Pembroke Welsh corgis, it was the 
Dutch royalty, speci�cally the royal House of 
Orange, who bred the pug into what it is to-

day, which is a squish-faced football of a dog.

• The breeding endeavor in the Netherlands 
is why they were initially referred to as a 
Dutch Masti�. If you do a Wikipedia search for 
“Dutch Masti�,” it redirects to “pug,” in case 
you fools think I’m playin’.

• In the late 19th century, British Queen Victo-
ria picked up a pack of pugs, trending them 
among the aristocracy.

• The breed is described, in Latin for some 
reason, as multum in parvo, which means “a 
lot of dog in a small package.” Is this true? I 
intended to �nd out.

• Their breathing is loud and…snuffly. Why 
the Dutch royalty thought this was a great 
idea to breed into them, I cannot say. Basi-
cally, the dog has a short snout (brachyce-
phalic, if you wanna get technical) and snores 
like your roommate when he gets drunk and 
passes out on the couch.

Pug Activities

So, what did I do with this discount pug?

Well, I did the usual dog stu�. Take her to the 
park, pick up dog shit with the little baggie, 
feed her pork rinds (which I bought for this 
purpose and called “pug rinds”), and you 
know, walk the dog around.

But this did not satisfy me. I had to �nd more 
interesting things to do.

So then, what else do you do when you’re in 
charge of a discount pug for a bit?

Follow me on a photographic journey!

At �rst, I decided to see if I’d get kicked out of 
the grocery store when bringing in the dis-
count pug to get stu� for dinner. My dinner, 
that is, not the pug’s. She has kibble provided 
by her masters. Also, pug rinds.

I did not get kicked out. Interestingly, people 
seemed quite on board with pugs tooling 

around and acting real dumb, including se-
curity personnel. Acting real dumb is their 
default setting, by the way. Fortunately for 
me, this is not the kind of dog that shits or 
pisses all over stu�...rather well behaved with 
bowel and bladder. So, we’ll add a +1 point 
for the discount pug for that.
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Next, we went to the craft store. Someone ac-
tually did crab at me. An older lady working 
at the craft store (whoa, that’s a surprise) says 
to me, “is that a rescue dog?!” Assuredly, she 
meant to ask if it was a service dog, but the 
letter of the law is the rule of the law. “I think 
so.” “Oh…okay then.”

Well, that wasn’t so bad. Live, laugh, love, 
fucker. 

Yes, this discount pug is grateful, thankful, 
and blessed...I guess.

So now, it has become my point to buck so-
cietal norms and live that thug life pug life. 

Onward and…pugward!

Next stop, well, we could both use a break. 
Let’s go to the bar.

We went to Nick’s Famous Coney Island, a 
place in Southeast Portland, which is oddly 
not a strip club, contrary to my usual habits. 
However, they serve a top-notch chili dog, 
and no, I’m not getting paid to talk up their 
chili dogs or anything—this is from the heart. 
They’re a Portland institution, in that they’ve 
been there for nearly a hundred years, and a 
friend (a former stripper, whom I believe was 
featured in this very magazine, in a state of 
undress, some years back) provides adminis-
tration for the joint on certain shifts, and they 
love dogs of the non-chili variety, such as dis-
count pugs.

Whew! Busy day for a discount pug.

What’s next?

Well, buckle up, fuckers. We’re takin’ the ol’ 
discount pug to the Asian shopping mall. 

Don’t make the joke. It’s tired. Nobody’s gon-
na try and eat her, scrumptious though she 
may seem.

I’m there to buy that killer dumpling sauce in 
the square bottle, potstickers with weird �ll-

ings, and soft drinks with no English on them.

Tally ho, discount pug! On to further adven-
ture!

Assuredly, I did get the items I was in search 
of. Nobody cared about the presence of the 
discount pug, save for an older Asian man 
who asked me what her name was. “Daisy.” 
“Oh, good name.” “Yeah, she came with it, 
from the factory.”

However, they have those move-and-shake 
kiddie rides there. Thus, I had to stick her dis-
count ass on the Dumbo ride.

A hard day’s pugging, to be sure.

After all that adventure, I took her back home, 
and she slept the sleep of angels. Angels who 
snort, snuffle and snore…and wedge them-
selves in between the sofa cushions I put 
blankets on, in an e�ort to keep pug hair o� 
the couch.

While this may be an odd article, I feel it is in-
structional. After all, you all never know when 

you yourselves may become the stewards of 
a discount pug or pug of another value rat-
ing. It can happen to anyone.

I also tried to scan her at the self-check once. 
Sadly, no discount is provided when you run 
a discount pug butt over a laser. It did beep, 
though, which has me asking questions—
questions to which there are no good an-
swers.

She was subsequently returned to her mas-
ters, who were none the wiser in regard to 
our escapades.

Take care, and pug on.

-Wombstretcha

Wombstretcha the Magni�cent is a temporary 
pug shepherd, chili dog enthusiast, stripper pa-
tron, writer, and retired rapper from Portland, 
OR. He can be found at his website, wombstret-
cha.com, on Twitter as @wombstretcha503, 
and on MeWe (yay!) and Facebook (boo!), as 
“Wombstretcha the Magni�cent.”
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Dear Fellow Outraged Denizens of 
Portland,

This is ridiculous! I understand that 
some of you social justice warriors 
will hit me with cookie-cutter, bleed-
ing-heart internet rhetoric about 
how artists need to be paid and their 
performances count as labor, but 
come the fuck on! Ten whole fuck-
ing dollars to see some shitty garage 
band at some bar that already charg-
es ten dollars for a fucking cocktail? 
Miss me with that shit! I have ticket 
stubs I bought on eBay for Pink 
Floyd at Madison Square Garden for 
�ve whole dollars in 1973! Do these 
snot-nosed punks think their barely 
rehearsed set in some dive bar is 
worth twice as much as Pink Floyd in 
the ‘70s?! No, I don’t know how in�a-
tion works!

The point is, ten dollars is a lot! As I 
said, that’s like one cocktail. That’s 
one gas station sandwich. That’s one 
gallon of gas!

Are we poor, humble patrons of the 
Portland arts really expected to keep 
this pitiful so-called music scene on 
life support by shelling out our hard-
earned dollars to see something we 
could just hear for free by walking 
through inner southeast neighbor-
hoods? Make it make sense!

Don’t give me that bullshit that the 
band has expenses to pay. Don’t give 
me some sob story about how their 
loud, out-of-tune, unoriginal, boring 
set really warrants the price of a side 
of fries at Burgerville. Bullshit! You 
realize most of that money is going 
to the door person! It’s all a great big 
pyramid scheme, and you get noth-
ing in return! Am I to believe this 
crisp Hamilton is going to a good 
cause when I give it to the door per-
son? What? Am I funding some bur-
geoning talent at the beginning of 
their career? Am I supporting some 
starving, underrated artist? Am I 
contributing to a community of per-
forming arts that has the possibility 
to flourish! Hell no! Those greedy, 
untalented posers taking up a cor-
ner in the basement are just going to 
spend that money on strippers and 
cocaine. Why should I support bad 
habits? I’m just trying to enjoy a ten-
dollar cocktail without it being inter-
rupted by a band playing too loud.

Come to think of it—these so-called 

bands should be paying me to watch 
them perform. We all know they’re 
just a bunch of immature narcissists 
who need an audience to tell them 
they’re special. Why should I subsi-
dize shitty parenting?! It’s not just!

Look, not to sound like some boom-
er pining for the good ol’ days, but 
let’s face it...before the pandemic, it 
was the golden age for us Portland 
music fans that make the scene what 
it is. Whatever happened to the slid-
ing scale? What happened to “dona-
tions appreciated?” What happened 
to the fucking tip jar in front of the 
stage, with some dumb joke duct-
taped onto it? Seriously, why should 
I pay upfront at the door for bands if 
I don’t know what they sound like? 
They should earn their wage. Like a 
stripper or a blackjack dealer. Do I 
pay for my meal at a restaurant up-
front? No! If the waitress didn’t re-
spond to my �irting enthusiastically 
enough, then I refuse to pay. And 
naturally, that bitch doesn’t get a 
tip either. Why should musicians be 
treated any di�erently?

Pre-pandemic, most shows were free 
anyway because the bands knew no 
one wanted to see their sorry ass 
in the �rst place. Or, with their piti-
ful sliding scale requests, you could 
usually get away with giving the 
doorman three sweaty pocket dol-
lars. That, or use the ol’ “I’m with the 
band” trick to get in for free.

These lazy, entitled brats just used 
the pandemic like every other 
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greedy business owner as an excuse to shaft us. 
Ten whole dollars to get into a dive bar? What 
is this, Studio 54? No! It’s the same mediocre 
bands from before the pandemic. This isn’t due 
to supply chain disruption or labor shortages. 
It’s just the pure, unfettered greed of your local 
“talent.”

It won’t stop here. We gotta �ght like hell, fel-
low music consumers! Before you know it, 
they’ll start charging twenty dollars for their 
t-shirts and thirty dollars for their shitty vinyl 
vanity press! When does it end? What more do 
these money-grubbing frauds want from us, 
common people?

I say we rise up and storm the door. Knock over 
that pretentious door person before he can 
even ask for the band’s blood money. Cover 
charges are theft! We will break through the 
entrance to stand in front of the stage with our 
arms crossed and a blank expression on our 
faces! Only together can we overcome this tyr-
anny. Who’s with me?

Sincerely,

The Guy Who Just Sits At The Bar At The Strip 
Club
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S T R I P  C L U B S
 

82ND STRIP 45  FOOD LOTTERY
7737 SE 82nd Ave |  (503) 771-0096
Daily 12pm-1:30am 
ACROPOLIS 1  FOOD LOTTERY
8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Daily 11am-12am
BOTTOMS UP! 5  FOOD LOTTERY
16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Tue-Sun 12pm-12am
CABARET 7  FOOD 
17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529
Daily 2pm-2:30am
CLUB DETOUR 22  FOOD 
215 W Burnside St | (971) 385-1896
Wed-Sat 7pm-2:30am
CLUB ROUGE 48  FOOD LOTTERY
403 SW Harvey Milk St | (503) 227-3936
Mon-Sat 11am-2am, Sun 2pm-2am 
CLUB SINROCK 23  FOOD LOTTERY
12035 NE Glisan St | (503) 889-0332
Daily 6pm-2:30am
CLUB TEASE 21  FOOD 
4523 NE 60th Ave | (503) 288-9771
Mon-Thu 11am-12am, Fri 11am-9pm 
COLUMBIA STRIP 32  FOOD LOTTERY
605 N Columbia Blvd | (503) 289-1351
Sun-Thu 12pm-1:30am Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am
DESIRE 18  FOOD LOTTERY
535 NE Columbia Blvd | (971) 339-2198
Daily 12pm-12am
DEVILS POINT 12  FOOD LOTTERY
5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513
Daily 11am-2:30am 
DREAM ON SALOON 16  FOOD LOTTERY
15920 SE Stark St | (503) 253-8765
Daily 11am-1am
DV8 17  FOOD LOTTERY
5021 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 12pm-2:15am
THE GOLD CLUB 72  FOOD LOTTERY
17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Daily 12pm-12am 
FORBIDDEN FRUIT  15  FOOD 
13550 SE Powell Blvd | (458) 253-5534
Thu-Sat 10pm-4am 
GUILTY PLEASURES 28  FOOD LOTTERY
13639 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 760-8128
Daily 2pm-2:30am 
HAWTHORNE STRIP 19  FOOD LOTTERY
3532 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 2pm-2:30am
KIT KAT CLUB 69  FOOD LOTTERY
231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229
Daily 4pm-2:30am

THE LOUNGE 30  FOOD LOTTERY
6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Open Sun-Wed 12pm-1am Thu-Sat 12pm-2am
LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 47  FOOD LOTTERY
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am
MARY’S CLUB 25  FOOD LOTTERY
503 W Burnside St | (503) 227-3023
Daily 11:30am-2:30am
REVEAL LOUNGE 4  FOOD LOTTERY
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 477-6628
Sun-Thu 4pm-1am, Fri-Sat 4pm-2:30am
RIVERSIDE CORRAL 31  FOOD LOTTERY
545 SE Tacoma St | (503) 232-6813
Mon-Sat 10am-2:30am, Sun 1pm-1am
THE RUNWAY GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 55  FOOD LOTTERY
1735 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 640-4086
Daily 2pm-2:30am
THE SANDY JUG 29  FOOD LOTTERY
7417 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 287-8900
Daily 2pm-2:30am
SASSY’S 34  FOOD LOTTERY
927 SE Morrison St | (503) 231-1606
Daily 10:30am-2:30am
SHIMMERS GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 40  FOOD LOTTERY
8000 SE Foster Rd | (971) 230-0047
Daily 10am-2:30am 
SPYCE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 49  FOOD LOTTERY
210 NW Couch St | (503) 957-5293
Sun-Thu 6pm-2:30am, Fri-Sat 3pm-2:30am
STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT 50  FOOD LOTTERY
17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
THE SUNSET STRIP 37  FOOD LOTTERY
10205 SW Park Way | (503) 297-8466
Mon-Fri 11:30am-2:30am, Sat 4pm-2:30am,
Sun 5pm-2:30am
THE VENUE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 52  FOOD LOTTERY
9950 SE Stark St | (503) 477-9523
Daily 10am-2:30am
X EXOTIC LOUNGE 35  FOOD
15 SW 2nd Ave | (503) 790-9090
Tue-Sun 7pm-2:30am
XPOSE 70  FOOD LOTTERY
10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364
Daily 3pm-2:30am

E V E R Y T H I N G  E L S E
ADAM & EVE 121
9220 SW Barbur Blvd #115 | (503) 224-1604
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm
ALL ADULT SUPER SHOP 103
14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours
BLACK DIAMOND RECORDING STUDIOS 172
1424 SE 162nd Ave | (503) 477-6523
Daily 7am-9pm
EYE CANDY FASHIONS 171
10412 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 771-0080
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (4) 180
3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 10am-12am 
1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 10am-12am
FANTASYLAND (2) 116
5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours
16016 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours
HEAD EAST 164
13250 SE Division St | (503) 761-3777
Mon-Thu 10am-9pm, Fri-Sat 10am-10pm
HOT BOX 157
3785 SW Hall Blvd | (503) 574-4057
Daily 10am-9pm
JUST BLISS 158
6712 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 384-2373
Call For Hours 
LOVE TOYS 123
10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours
MR. PEEP’S / MR. PEEP’S TOO (2) 162
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours
PASSIONATE DREAMS  130
6644 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 775-6665
Daily 10am-4am 
PDX PEACHES  148
9243 NE Glisan St | (503) 444-7155
Daily 24 Hours
PEEP HOLE 131
709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617
Daily 24 hours

PORTLAND MEADOWS 118
8102 NE Killingsworth St | (503) 309-3087
Sun-Thu 11am-1am, Fri-Sat 11am-2am
PUSSYCATS 134
3414 NE 82nd Ave | ((503) 477-7019
10813 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-5356
Daily 24 hours
SHEENA’S G SPOT 137
8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111
Daily 24 hours
SILVER SPOON 139
8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am-5pm
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE 163
8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090
Daily 24 hours
TABOO VIDEO (4) 144
Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Daily 11am-12am
Portland: 237 SE MLK Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Daily 10am-12am
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 206-4708
Daily 10am-2am
Portland: 14712 SE Stark St  | (971) 888-5159
Daily 10am-2am
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Daily 8am-11pm
TORCHED ILLUSIONS 149
17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-12am
TORCHED ILLUSIONS II 169
12963 SW Pacific Hwy | (503) 430-5140
Daily 11am-10pm
THE VELVET ROPE 101
3533 SE César E Chávez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Thu 8pm-2am, Fri-Sat 8:30pm-4am,
Sun 8pm-2am
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT 156
7303 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 788-3354 
Call For Hours
X-SENSUAL 126
9061 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 477-7210
Daily 24 Hours

D I S P E N S A R I E S
MARIJUANA PARADISE G
9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm
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A L B A N Y
 ADULT SHOP 
3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

A S T O R I A
 ANNIE’S SALOON 
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage
Tue-Sat 5pm-12am

B E N D
IMAGINE THAT 
197 NE Third St / (541) 312-8100
Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
197 NE 3rd St / (541) 388-4081
Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers
6pm-2:30am / 7 Days

C O O S  B AY
BACHELOR’S INN 
63721 Edwards Rd / (541) 266-8827
1 Stage, Full Bar, Full Menu
Mon-Sat 4pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

C O R V A L L I S
EVA’S BOUTIQUE 
2315 9th St NW / (541) 754-7039
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am

E U G E N E
ADULT SHOP 
90 Holeman Ave / (541) 688-5411
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade, Novelties, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
B&B DISTRIBUTORS 
710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999
Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
720 Garfield St / (541) 345-2873
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
THE NILE 
1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869
Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers
Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am
SILVER DOLLAR CLUB 
2620 W 10th Pl / (541) 485-2303
Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

G E R V A I S
LAST CHANCE SALOON 
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage
12pm-2:30am / 7 Days

K L A M AT H  F A L L S
THE ALIBI 
5711 S 6th St / (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery
3pm-2:30am / 7 Days

L I N C O L N  C I T Y
IMAGINE THAT  
2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
(Downstairs When Entering From Highway 101)
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

M E D F O R D
ADULT SHOP 
261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

N E W P O R T
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

O A K L A N D
ADULT SHOP 
726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

R O S E B U R G
FILLED WITH FUN 
2498 Old Highway 99E S / (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,  
Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12pm-9pm

S A L E M
ADULT SHOP 
155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
ADULT SHOP 
2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
3113 River Rd N / (503) 390-4371
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
BOB’S ADULT BOOKS 
3815 State St / (503) 363-3846
Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater 
9am-2am / 7 Days
CHEETAHS XXX CABARET  
3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969
18+ Juice Bar
Tue-Thu 7pm-4am, Fri-Sat 7pm-5am & Sun 
7pm-4am
DIZZY’S SMOKE SHOP 
1051 Commercial St SE / (503) 585-0050
4823 Commercial St SE / (503) 385-1564
21+ Head Shop & Gift Shop
10am-8pm / 7 Days 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3593 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 385-8111
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
5530 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6754
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET 
5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782
Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
3473 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 370-7080
Videos, Magazines, Multi Ch. Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063
Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 339-7368
Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am
VIXENS 
3815 State St / (971) 304-7082
Lingerie Modeling
24 Hours / 7 Days

S P R I N G F I E L D
BOBBI’S VIP ROOM 
1195 Main St / (541) 844-1019
Full Bar, Full Menu, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3270 Gateway St C / (541) 726-2445  
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969
Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
Mon-Tue 8am-12am, Wed-Sun 24 Hours

T H E  D A L L E S
ADULT SHOP 
3506 W 6th St / (541) 298-1874
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

A B E R D E E N
KINX ADULT SHOP 
213 E Wiskah St / (360) 532-8078
Adult Products, Arcade & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,
Sun 12pm-6pm
MON-SAT 11AM-1AM, SUN 11AM-12AMB R E M E R T O N  
ADULTS ONLY BREMERTON 
317 N Callow Ave / (360) 627-7318
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am 
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
338 N Callow Ave / (360) 373-0551
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-1am, Sun 10am-10pm

PARADISE FOR ADULTS ONLY 
1011 S Gold St / (360) 807-8932
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies 
Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 12pm-12am

KINX ADULT SHOP 
821 W Main St  / (360) 748-6247
Adult Products, Arcade & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm, 
Sun 12pm-6pm

D E S  M O I N E S
AIRPORT VIDEO 2 
21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Video Peep Shows, Movies,
Novelties & Toys
10am-2am / 7 Days

E V E R E T T
AIRPORT VIDEO 1 
11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555
Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
Daily 10am-1am

K E N N E W I C K
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

K E N T
KINX ADULT SHOP 
604 Central Ave S / (253) 850-8428
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,  
Sun 12pm-6pm

L A K E W O O D
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3922 100th St SW / (253) 582-3329
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 8am-2am, Sun 10am-10pm
LIBERTY BOOK STORE 
3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade
Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

LY N N W O O D
DEANNA’S VIDEO 
15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
9am-1am / 7 Days
LOVERS LAIR 
4001 198th St SW #7 / (425) 775-4502
DVDs, Novelties, Lingerie, Unique BDSM 
Supplies
Mon-Sat 10am-10pm, Sun 12pm-6pm

P A S C O
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3724 N Rainier Ave / (509) 547-5341
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-12am, Sun 10am-10pm

R E N T O N
CLUB SINROCK 
208 SW 16th St / (425) 255-3110
18+ Gentlemen’s Club, 1 Stage, ATM
4pm-2am / 7 Days

S E AT T L E
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days
JOES’ BAR & GRILL 
500 S King St / (206) 223-9266
Drinks, Pull Tabs, Pool Table
10am-2am / 7 Days 
SUGAR’S 
10338 Aurora Ave N / (206) 523-1227
18+, 1 Stage, VIP Area, ATM
10am-2:30am / 7 Days
TABOO VIDEO 
9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855
DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
10am-10pm / 7 Days
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET 
7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225
18+ Gentlemen’s Club (No Cover), Private Rooms
Pool, ATM
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 5pm-2:30am 
VIDEO VIDEOS 
10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973
DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties, 
Theater
10am-1am / 7 Days

S P O K A N E
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
3813 N Division St / (509) 324-8961
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Thu 9am-12am, Fri-Sat 9am-2am
& Sun 12pm-10pm

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days

TA C O M A
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
6015 Tacoma Mall Blvd / (253) 471-0391
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 12pm-9pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

O R E G O N

W A S H I N G T O N

C H E H A L I S

C E N T R A L I A

DID WE MISS
A LOCATION?

EMAIL
INFO@XMAG.COM

OR TEXT/CALL
(503) 241-4317

AND LET US KNOW!
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82ND STRIP AND COLUMBIA STRIP
ARE HIRING DANCERS 21+

No Experience Necessary! Low House Fees! 
Text Your Intro And Photos To Set Up An 

Audition. Columbia Strip - (503) 730-5030
82nd Strip - (808) 745-0476

HAWTHORNE STRIP
Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up Audition, Send Photos, 

A Brief Summary Of Your Experience 
& Contact Information To

HawthorneStrip@Gmail.com 
DV8 IS HIRING DANCERS 21+

To Set Up An Audition, Send Unfiltered 
Photos To Booking@TheDv8.com 

KIT KAT CLUB
Performers Are Welcome To Audition 

Daily Between 4pm And 5pm 
Creativity Is Encouraged 

231 SW Ankeny, In Ankeny St Alley 
Next To Voodoo Doughnut 

Text 503-919-8644 For More Information 
X EXOTIC LOUNGE

Dancers Are Welcome To Audition  
Tue-Sun Between 7pm And 8pm 

15 NW 2nd Avenue, Next To Ankeny Alley 
Text 503-919-8644 For More Information 
DREAM ON SALOON & THE LOUNGE

New Booking Manager
Looking For Beautiful, Professional 
Women With Good Personalities! 

No Stage Fees! Must Be 18+ 
Please Contact Booking To Set Up An 
Audition. Dream On - (503) 482-4000

The Lounge - (503) 482-4000 
PUSSYCATS

Now Hiring Models 18+
No Experience Necessary Email  
PussycatsAudition@Yahoo.com

PDX PEACHES
The Hottest New Lingerie Shop Is Now 

Hiring - Become A Peach! 
Apply Now At PDXPeaches.com 

(Find Us On IG & Twitter: @PDX_Peaches 
& @PDX_Peaches1) 

VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT
NOW HIRING! 

Flexible Schedules, Low Fees And A Fun 
Atmosphere! Join The Family - Reach Out 
Via Instagram DM @VictressEntertainment 

Or Give Us A Call (503) 788-3354 
NOW HIRING MODELS (18+) 

AT JUST BLISS!
No Schedule Required - No Stage Fee 

Or Tip Outs - Work By Appointment 
(503) 384-2373  

6712 NE Sandy Blvd • Portland, OR 97213 
IG: @_Just__Bliss_ & TW: @__Just_Bliss__ 

TABOO ADULT VIDEO IS HIRING
Join The Team! Bring Your Résumé  

In To Any Of Our Locations.  
The Northwest’s Best Store For Adults! 

www.TabooVideo.com
FANTASYLAND ADULT VIDEO
In Clackamas, OR Is Looking To Fill  

An On-Call Janitorial Position 
Call (503) 655-4667 For Info

TIME TO FEEL BRAND NEW!
Replenish, Rejuvenate & Relax Yourself!! 
Experience & Expertise Allow Me To Give 
You The Non-Rushed, Quality Body Rub- 
down You Deserve! Call Me To Schedule  

A Session! Allyson (503) 728-8264  
www.RelaxationBliss.com Gents 35+ Only

HYPNOX PHOTOGRAPHY
HYPNOX@GMAIL.COM

CLUB OWNERS
FIND YOUR NEXT STAR HERE!

SexyJobs.com
The #1 Resource Linking Sexy Ladies 

Looking For Adult Jobs With Those Want-
ing To Hire Them - Since 1998! 

CLUB FOXY
Come Work In Paradise And Make $$$! 

Guam’s #1 Gentlemen’s Club Great Team! 
Professional Environment! 

www.ClubFoxy.us IG: ClubFoxyGuam
CLUB USA

The Hottest Adult Nightclub In Guam
$500 Weekly Salary, Free Housing, 

Free Airfare, Drink And Dance 
Commissions Plus Tips

Contact (671) 688-5235 Or
Email Pat@ClubUSAGuam.com

SEATTLE DANCER$
Auditioning Daily For Girls Who 

Want To Make Fast Cash
 Call (425) 255-3110

www.ClubSinRock.com 
ANNIE’S SALOON

ASTORIA, OR
Accepting Auditions (21+ only) 

Tuesday-Saturday 4pm-Midnight  
(503) 325-2746 

STARS CABARET
1550 Weston Court NE · Salem, OR

(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily  
DANCE AT CHEETAHS IN SALEM!

Auditions 18+ 7pm-10pm
CLUB DETOUR

We Are The Newest Strip Club In Down- 
town Portland, Come And Watch Our 

Amazing Entertainment! You Can Find Us 
In China Town On The Corner Of Burnside 

St. And NW 2nd Ave. · (971) 385-1896 
Contact IG ClubDetourPDX 

CABARET
17544 SE Stark St 

Hiring Girls 18 & Over
Auditions Daily 2pm-5pm

Call (503) 252-3529 
STARS BRIDGEPORT

Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff
Audition Times Mon-Thu 11am-5pm,  
Sun 4pm-7pm Call (503) 726-2403 

GUILTY PLEASURES
GENTLEMEN’S CLUB

Hiring Dancers 18 And Over For 
Portland’s Hottest Club

Auditions Mon-Fri 
Text/Call For Auditions 

(971) 352-2414 
X-SENSUAL

Now Hiring Models 18+ 
No Experience Necessary 

Flexible Hours - Great Money 
Email XSensualPDX@Gmail.com  

Or Text (503) 510-7936 
REVEAL LOUNGE

Under New Management
Always Looking For Beautiful Dancers 21+ 

2 Stages • 4 VIPs • Great Music • Sexy  
Bartenders • Daily Drink Specials • No Cover 

Call Jade (503) 443-5059 To Schedule 
JOIN THE SEXY GROUP AT 

SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE!
Upscale, Private Fetish Club Is Looking 

For Energetic, Positive & Punctual Ladies 
Between 18-35 For A Busy, 24/7, 

Big $$$ Location! Weekly Schedule Custom  
To Your Availability & NO Shift Fees!  

Apply By Email To StilettoGirls@Yahoo.com 
(Include Photo/Age/Availability) 

   • MISCELLANEOUS •

CLASSIFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE

CALL (503) 8044479

TO ADVERTISE
CALL (503) 8044479
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I was at the gas station two days ago 
and paid $41 to nearly �ll up a 10-gal-
lon tank on my car. You do the math 
on what that equates to per gallon at 
that point. Anyway, before being at 
this particular Chevron, I perused the 
neighborhood for a good 15 minutes, 
thinking I could outsmart the system 
by just a few moments and sneak 
into a pump before prices increased 
again. But, alas, no...this was as cheap 
as it got.

I then started thinking about what 
this might mean for me in general. 
Gas goes up, and my groceries go 
up—I won’t be able to think about 
traveling anywhere (not that I re-
ally…could right now, anyway?). Lit-
erally, the only thing I won’t ever 
compromise on during hard times 
is the quality of dog food I buy. So, 
maybe I’ll start eating that. It can’t 
taste worse than the majority of my 
poor-ass pantry cooking. “Raw garlic? 
I don’t have the money for that—just 
get me the garlic salt.” That’s what 
poor tastes like—Lawry’s seasoning 
and garlic salt. Maybe some really old 
Dollar Store paprika, if you’re trying 

to “travel the world with taste!” since, 
you know, I can’t a�ord to travel the 
world right now. 

I already drink bottom-shelf whisky 
and Coke; I don’t think I can go lower 
than that. So really, this month has 
forced me to evaluate why simple 
things that I’m taking for granted 
should be considered “pleasures” 
nowadays. At �rst, this thought made 
me extremely depressed. I felt like 
I was compromising on something 
I already didn’t have the option to 
compromise on. Then, I made my dog 
a TikTok to try to get “TikTok famous” 
before the old boy turns 10…we 
have 400 followers. Then, that surge 
of serotonin ran dry. I then watched a 
bunch of stupid videos of people eat-
ing tons of fried food in one sitting, 
which really just made me wonder 
why my dog only had 400 followers 
and made me more depressed. Then, 
I watched the episode of Futurama 
where Fry tries to bring his dog back 
(best episode and makes me cry the 
most), then I read a friend’s writing, 
who quite honestly is about on par 
in terms of their outlook on most shit 

in life, and I sank so deep into depres-
sion that I really wasn’t sure how I was 
going to get out.

I did get out, magically, with the help 
of lots of sleep and cheese and booze. 
I’m functional, at least. So anyway, 
here’s to being functional, and here 
is a list of reasons I came up with to 
continue living (this month):

Everything is only going to get more 
surreal as time passes. Remember 
watching the Twilight Zone or any of 
those 1980s sci-� movies, or even Star 
Trek? Well, a lot of the things that oc-
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curred in those shows have already 
happened, and then some. Right 
now, I’m waiting for pig noses to be 
the sign of true beauty, since �sh lips 
have continued to grow with time. 
Let’s just see how distorted we can 
make our faces. I also want to know 
how kissing happens when you have 
said �sh lips and pig noses. Will it be 
more of like, a nuzzle and grunt? Oink 
oink? I don’t know, but I wanna �nd 
out.

I’m supposed to get my bonus from 
my job this month—but we’ll see. I’m 
curious how much gas I can buy with 
it and if it could take me anywhere 
worth visiting. Like, maybe...Idaho? I 
mean, I like potatoes. And that hon-
estly might be the furthest my money 
will get me at this rate. But really, I do 
love potatoes, so this isn’t a bad thing 
to look forward to. I should start plan-
ning my trip…

The crows I started to feed are actually 
actively following me—and I’m wait-
ing for a full-on murder of crows to be 
at my back whenever I walk my dog, 
George. I want the sky to be black and 
for people to fear me as they walk my 
path, right after saying how cute my 
dog is. All I need is two pocketfuls of 
walnuts to toss along the way. Like 
Hansel and Gretel, but I’m not lead-
ing them to a furnace. And I’m also 
not lost. So, not at all like Hansel and 
Gretel. More like crazy lady feeding 
crows, hoping for friendship in return 
and nothing more. That’s more better.

My dreams have been extremely ac-
tive lately—and I’m just waiting to 

see if I follow through with any of 
the death threats I’ve been giving to 
someone named “Emily” in my sleep. 
I also want to make sure I’ve �gured 
out that threatening to punch them 
is not the same as kicking my leg out 
of bed. Gotta get that hand-eye coor-
dination down before I go take care 
of Emily. But when and if it happens, 
you better know I’ll go down with a 
�ght—and eyes closed because I’ll 
probably also be sleep-walking. Any-
way, please watch the news for any-
thing that sounds vaguely familiar to 
this, because I might need some bail 
money—my dog isn’t famous yet, 
and no one has decided to give me 
money just because.

I made my dog a TikTok—as I had 
mentioned above—and I really want 
to see if I can get him famous by his 
10th birthday, this September. Really 
no good reason, other than I think the 
videos I post of my dog are more en-
tertaining to watch than 87% of the 
crap out there. I saw a grandma state 
her ‘red �ags’ on Instagram, and it had 
over 1.2 million views, and I don’t un-
derstand why. Is it because she’s old 
and �gured out how to �nally be hu-
morous on camera? If so, Jesus, do I 
have to wait until I’m 85 and still �lm-
ing to be considered worthy of that 
many views? Honestly, I don’t even 
care. Humanity’s brains have been 
slowly shrinking since they plateaued 
some time last year, er…maybe it was 
70,000 years ago. I don’t remember—

time is pointless, as are most people’s 
opinions and brains.

So yeah, these are just �ve reasons 
why I’m going to keep trucking along 

this month. Why I’ll have a reason to 
wake up and get out of bed in the 
morning: I’ll rub my eyes, look at
my phone updates to see if anyone 
has converted to being a pig-nosed 
�sh, see if my dog is famous yet, and 
maybe…just maybe, see that I’m a 
wanted criminal for that whole “Em-
ily” thing.

Hannah One Cup can be found drinking 
her cares away at Joe’s, taking videos 
of her dog to make you people go “aw-
www” (�nd George on TikTok: @space.
armenian), and complaining that her 
food isn’t garlicky enough. She needs to 
remove the blood from her clothes that 
she mysteriously found this morning. 
I guess she can also be found on Face-
book, by her name, or sleeping in bed. 
She is also a �rm believer in #mental-
healthawareness. Hashtag. Hashtag.

(Koala brain—future human brain?)
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As I scribble these words, I imagine 
what it would feel like to be in the arms 
of Orpheus again. I wonder if he’s half-
rotted in Hades. Would his �esh peel o� 
in chunks as we embrace? Would I sip 
rancid puss in our kiss? He’s dead, after 
all.

Regardless, we’ll �nd each other again. 
We can’t help it. We’re magnetic beyond 
the constraints of worlds. Truly, the con-
nection I had with Orpheus was stron-
ger than anything I’ve ever experienced 
in my life. Even though he’s deceased, 
the link still feels more intense than any 
other I’ve had with another human. 

Everyone tells me I need to �nd a brand 
new lover, like that Dead or Alive song. 
When I ask them what’s the point of 
dating, when I’m waiting to �nd out if 
necromancy is a valuable science, they 
usually back o�. 

Despite my silliness, the harrowing sor-
row of Orpheus catapulted from hell to 
here, causing my bones to ache in em-
pathy.

“Save your apologies for when you see 
me,” I’d say to him if I could.

“And aside from my emotional missing 
you, I want your insides to melt at the 
thought of me,” he says to my mind. 

Little does he know, they do all the time. 
Gushing and gooey, each cell plots how 
to transform the physiological response 
to thoughts of him into a reality of be-
ing with him again.

“I’m sel�shly glad you still think about 
us. Nothing’s worse than memories un-
remembered,” I say to him, but maybe 
to myself, wishing he could hear me 
as I squeeze a mountain of pillows on 
my daybed. Nothing says celibacy like 

a daybed. Not that I ever bring anyone 
home.

Because unconditional love and con-
nection is greater than super�cial, o�-
cious transaction, says every stoic part 
of me when a toady attempts to touch 
me with their wallet.

Orpheus was never materialistic like 
that, and neither was I, but we attracted 
the insipid and cruel. We deserved bet-
ter but didn’t really believe it—I don’t 
think.

By the way, if Orpheus could hear me, I’d 
plead with him that we cannot be in a 
constant state of in between. It’s time 
for our reunion and the sexiest of whim-
pering shambles. We’ve su�ered far too 
long, coexisting as distant pairs in inces-
sant longing. But that’s just our fervent 
electricity, without bodies to exchange 
the current going all haywire in me. 

I’m beginning to think it’s time to start 
letting him go. I can already feel him 
dancing in the light, beyond galaxies, 
but still within earshot.

One day, I’ll break free from this mat-
ter. When I do, Orpheus, I need you to 
be ready for me because it’ll be a quan-
tum marvel when I launch from Earth to 
wherever you are. My soul glides down 
your remorse, and we embrace in a bed 
of starlight. Hope you’re not too tired 
when I arrive, my love. Picture this: I’m 
outside your door wearing only a trench 
coat and time travel. The bangles on 
my wrist resemble Saturn’s vanishing 
rings—ephemeral markers of the times 
we were together. 

“Fuck me, please, I want more of you 
to make up for a lifetime without feel-
ing you,” I say, as I lower myself onto his 
erect regrets. Bouncing through each 
missed opportunity. Honey covered 
and swollen with the desire for realness.

“Yes, please bite my nipple just a little,” 
I say, so I know it’s not just another 
dream.

Orpheus, can we �nd a way to recon-
cile the loss of each other? Because it’s 
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what we need. The only emollient that occurs to me is 
to bleed my lamentation onto these pages until I’m all 
cried out, or the heart stops beating altogether, which-
ever comes �rst. I hope it’s the former because dying of 
a broken heart sounds utterly miserable and too tragic, 
even for a poet.

Orpheus, be quiescent if you dare; we both know our 
magnetism pulsates beyond space and time. It’s kind of 
driving me a little batty if I’m honest.

So at night, when I should be asleep, I cut up our printed 
messages and weave them into our story. It has o�cially 
been a tsunami of release and healing—a mess of ink 
and stain. 

“I want to drink you up,” we’d say to each other. It’s been 
too long, and I need as much as I can get, so send me 
love letters in seraphic dreams, my dear Orpheus. 

“Just surrender to my pussy as we rock,” I’ll say when 
you haunt me next, your head buried in my thighs, our 
eyes glinting sparks of lust and love, emitting swathes 
of light, we circulate on a cloud of sublime extasis. 

I want you now more than ever, but you’ve gone to 
somewhere unknowable. 

Have you ever had a crush on a dead guy? I mean, one 
you knew when he was alive, of course. If you haven’t, 
don’t. Mourning for the dead is normal; wishing them 
back between your legs is delusional. 

Fantasy and prose poetry o�er solace, but the ghost of 
Orpheus still makes a mess of me.
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Many, many moons ago (20 years!), 
when the Earth was still young, I 
had the opportunity to function as 
an assistant at a veterinary hospital 
in Washington state. I’d been hired 
as a receptionist, but the line be-
came foggier and foggier as months 
turned into years. Within the �rst 
week of being hired, I knew I would 
have to keep a journal of the abso-
lute madness I had become a part 
of—so, I did. I would write daily, re-
cording every idiotic decision made 
by inept owners, every unwisely in-
gested sock or chocolate bar, every 
Kamikaze cat, and every curiously 
amicable turkey vulture (to be fair, 
there was only one of those).

Some salient information: Firstly, 
there were three vets, one of whom 
specialized in birds and exotics. Sec-
ondly, I had started there with no ex-
perience other than having grown up 
with too many cats (between 7-13 at 
any given point, so yes…too many). 
Probably why I approached these 
situations with such amazement—I 
hadn’t become jaded to it all. Lastly, 
the vet who specialized in birds and 
exotics did a fair amount of pro-bono 
wildlife rescue. 

Here are some notable entries from 
said journal, modi�ed only slightly 
for spelling, grammar, anonymity, 
etc. 

Apr. 25

Today someone injected their cat 

with topical �ea medicine. This spec-
tacularly moronic blunder was made 
by a lady who had a whole mob of 
cats and was trying to be frugal by 
buying large, dog-sized �ea medi-
cine (as per ml it’s cheaper this way, 
apparently), draw it into a syringe, 
remove the needle, then distribute it 
amongst her feline pack. Since she 
had neglected arguably the most 
important step, when ol’ Socks in-
evitably objected to cold, wet gunk 
being put on his neck, he ended up 
being stabbed with the needle in-
stead. He got a small measure (less 
than a cc) of the pesticide injected 
in him thusly but was extremely for-
tunate in that the only side e�ect he 
ended up exhibiting was a nightmar-
ishly grotesque case of excess saliva-
tion, and he su�ered no long-term ill 
e�ect. I thought it was funny to put 
“rabies” on the kennel cage label, but 
sadly the doctor disagreed. Narrowly 
avoided being put on diarrhea duty.

Apr. 27

Today a woman walked into the of-
�ce with a cardboard box, which she 

handed to me rather brusquely while 
o�ering the following explanation:

“Seagull”

“Excuse me?” I asked, rather gingerly 
trying to prevent the contents of the 
box from jolting around so much. 

“Seagull,” she repeated and left hur-
riedly. 

I was, and remain, nonplussed.

Apr. 30

Things I wish I could respond with 
#73:

“I don’t want my cat to receive pain 
medication during his neuter. If I 
gave birth without any, I don’t see 
why he needs any.”

“Look, lady, just this one conversa-
tion with you, and I needed four ibu-
profens. If it were up to me, I’d give 
that cat enough morphine to open a 
goddamned opium den, just to make 
up for having to live with someone as 
horrible as you.”

May 1

Our hospital shares its suite with an-
other vet, who specializes in small 
mammal eye surgery. Today, I met 
one of their very special clients, an 
incredibly sweet cat born without 
eyelids. The doc had created/grafted 
new ones for him, and he was sim-
ply back for a check-up. Though he 
remains rather funny-looking, he’s in 
good health. 
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His name, unironically, was Blinky. 

May 3

Today one of the vet techs brought in 
her resident corvid, Frankie the crow. 
He’d had a brother, Johnny (of course), 
who’d sadly passed away recently. 
Frankie had been rather despondent, 
so A (the tech) opted to just tote him 
around with her. He has a degenera-
tive muscle disease, a poorly healed 
broken wing (so he cannot �y), and is 
missing an eye—but for all that, he’s 

quite an active chap. His favorite pas-
time is apparently Tai-Bo, which he 
mirrors his mistress (or anyone) do-
ing with astonishing accuracy. I got 
the opportunity to hand feed him, 
which was both exhilarating and ter-
rifying. That tiny dinosaur looked at 
me, and I swear if he was big enough, 
he’d have just eaten me whole, with 
nary a second thought. 

Side note: I learned there is a product 
made speci�cally to discourage dogs 
from eating poop. The fact that this 
is necessary is just...there has never 
been a day that I have less wanted a 
pet dog. 

May 7

Angus, the morbidly obese dog, was 
in today to have his massive lipoma 
(fat tumor) removed. Before its exci-
sion, it looked like nothing so much 
as a massive goiter, so I’m sure it will 
be a great relief to be rid of. The op-
erating team had left it (the tumor), 
a 4-lb blob of tissue, sitting out in a 
large, nondescript, blue plastic buck-
et. When poor, unsuspecting me 
walked into the treatment area, I was 
quite taken aback by the sight. I did 
notice, though, that there were little 
quart marks on the side of the buck-
et, and this tumor in a bucket was al-
most precisely at “1.” I wish I could say 
I expect never to see such a ghastly 
thing again, but I know that is the an-
tithesis of truth. 

May 8

Fed a barn owl today. 

It was rather gruesome to watch 
this elegant, mighty creature hork 
down roughly dismembered, thawed 
mouse hunks like some kind of feath-
ery shark, yet somehow it made me 
feel rather motherly to hold them out 
to him via tongs. He made this funny 
clicking noise and turned his head 
alarmingly when I tried to imitate his 
sounds. I couldn’t tell if he thought I 
was annoying or just an idiot. 

Also, we are hosting a seagull who’s 
got the charming habit of bash-
ing his head relentlessly against the 
walls of his small enclosure—appar-
ently enraged at his inability to fully 
extend his wings. I told him to cut it 
out as I passed, but he just screamed 
and thumped some more. 

May 12

Well, this is something new. This af-
ternoon, we had a bald eagle come 
in. Someone had shot him with a BB 
gun, and he was covered in blood. He 
also has a terrible case of mites. I feel 
like there is some kind of analogy to 
be made here about the state of our 
nation, but I’ll leave that for the phi-
losophers. 

May 14

There’s a woodpecker periodically 
thumping on the sides of his wood-
ed (who’s bright idea was that?) 
cage (thumpathumpathump), a 
cockatoo who’s picked up an empty 
water bottle and is repeatedly run-
ning it against the bars of his en-
closure (thwackalackalacka), a cat 
named “Buzz” (waking up from hav-
ing his troublepu�s removed) that’s 
joined the song (MROWRRRRR), and 
of course, a whole chorus of dogs 
from the back room. Everything 
from the wee ankle-biters (yipyipy-
ip) to the baleful hounds who feel 
they’ve been abandoned forever 
(hooooooooooo). It’s like if Stomp 
was all transformed into pets. Any-
way, it’s de�nitely the perfect time 
for a sta� meeting. 

Jun. 14

Angry Moluccan cockatoo ≈ rabid, 
frenetic monkey

Jun. 15

In my hiatus from writing this last 
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month, I neglected to recount a curious tale, which 
I will do so now, as it’s so wonderful I don’t want to 
forget it. Dr. B had randomly happened across three 
baby Canada geese alone on the road. They appeared 
lost and distressed, so she merrily piled them into her 
car and dragged them into the clinic to ensure their 
well-being. 

Dr. B is worth commenting on. 

As a woman of extremely slight stature (4’11” on a 
good day, maybe 95 lbs soaking wet), her diminu-
tive exterior belies an intense and ferocious interior. 
Full of power and willfulness, spit and vinegar, she 
can come across as brusque or even rude, though 
one could never doubt her skill or devotion to her 
craft. She tends to inspire either enormous respect or 
seething resentment in people—I �nd myself (most-
ly) in the former category, though it will always be 
tinged with humor after witnessing the events that 
transpired around these birds. 

She’d let the three goslings out to wander indepen-
dently in the treatment area, as their cage was be-
ing cleaned—and I imagine—to give them a bit of 
exercise. 

After their cage had been scrubbed and sterilized, 
she was trying to lure them back—advertising the 
amenities of soft towels, a large container of fresh 
water, and so on. They showed no inclination to re-
turn, though, so Dr. B was trying to herd them to-
wards the kennel, suggestively waving a handful of 
spinach, alluringly wafting it near them to absolutely 
no avail. I was just leaving the room and heading 
home for the night, and the last thing I heard before I 
shut the door behind me was a long string of creative 
expletives and 

“WHO WANTS SOME SPINACH, GODDAMNIT?!”

This will be etched in my mind forever. 

This is all I’ve room for this month, but tune in next 
time for more of my 20-year anniversary celebration 
of not getting my hand ripped o� by an angry Bel-
gian Masti�. 

Esmeralda Rupp-Spangle is an artist, writer, and profes-
sional weirdo. She can be found on Facebook as Esmer-
alda Marina, MeWe by name, or Insta @esmeraldasi-
lentcitadel.
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