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HAPPY HEART MONTH

It’s that time of year again… After barely 
making it past the holiday season with 
your “beloved” extended family, a New 
Year’s hangover from hell, and fucking 
ice storm straight from the ice ages, 
you now have the stress of planning an 
amazingly romantic evening for your 
partner—complete with sexy time. Un-
less, of course, you’re single, in which 
case you’ll still have stress of the emo-
tional variety, wondering why you’re so 
damn undesirable that you’re alone on 
Valentine’s Day. Feeling unlucky yet? 

Well, stop the self-loathing because Saint 
Valentine had it a lot worse. While many 
legends exist about who St. Valentine 
really was, they all end with him being 
murdered. At least you’re still breathing, 
right? Anyway, on to the romantic tid-
bit… One legend has it that St. Valentine 
was imprisoned in a Roman jail, being 
beaten and tortured on the daily. While 
enduring this utter hell, he still lived up 
to his reputation of being a true roman-
tic by sending what's believed to be the 
very first "valentine's greeting" to his 
jailor’s daughter. You can guess how the 
story ends…especially since I already 
told you. But, like, OMG—how sweet, 
right? So let’s keep that same romantic 
energy going this month, except please 
stay out of jail and alive while doing it.

XOTICA-GO-GO

Last spring, we wrote about Xotica-Go-
Go making a comeback. A homegrown 

recipe of all-star DJs and exotic go-go 
dancers that once ruled Thursday nights 
in the heart of downtown Portland—for 
those that aren't familiar. If you haven't 
experienced it yet, you're truly missing 
out on a very unique strip club expe-
rience. Think of all the things you like 
clubs for but with the sexy and sultry ac-
cents of a strip club. Do I have your at-
tention yet?

It has now grown and moved to Fridays! 
Be on the lookout for a very special �rst-
anniversary celebration of its return this 
spring! Until then, visit X Exotic Lounge 
any Friday night and experience this 
club/strip club fusion yourself! See you 
there!

THE P-TOWN HAPS

There's plenty going on elsewhere in
the industry. Let's start with birthdays 
�rst! On Friday, February 2, at Stars Caba-
ret (Bridgeport), it's Ariel and Mikayla's 
Birthday Party! Then, on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 8, Raven and Kiwi’s Birthday Bash is 
at The Lounge. The next week, on Friday, 
February 16, Destiny’s Birthday Party is 
at Guilty Pleasures. Another birthday the 
following weekend, on Saturday, Febru-
ary 24, right back at Guilty Pleasures—
Jane’s Birthday Party! Happy Birthday, 
ladies! Enjoy your special day!

Moving on to events, don’t miss Lucky 
Devil’s 16-Year Anniversary Party on 
Friday, February 9, complete with free
catered food, a photo booth, and two 
dancers on stage all night long! Speak-
ing of anniversaries, we’d also like to 
congratulate Victress Entertainment on 
its 5-year anniversary!

Looking for a naughty post-dinner des-
tination on Valentine's Day? Club Rouge 
has you covered with their Valentine's 
Day specials, featuring $5 mimosas and 
a couples' dessert special. Make sure 
to "spin the wheel" for a very special 
naughty prize!

Taboo is holding its annual Ice Cream 
Social on Friday, February 16, from 6 to 
9 p.m. at its Vancouver, Washington loca-
tion. It's an event that never disappoints, 
featuring "ice cream sundaes served by 
scantily clad beefcake and cheesecake 
individuals." There’ll also be prizes andXotica-Go-Go Dancers Arabella, Brooklyn, and Gia
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FRI 02 – STARS CABARET (BRIDGEPORT)
ARIEL & MIKAYLA'S BIRTHDAY PARTY

FRI 02 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE – XOTICA-GO-GO
SUN 04 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

THU 08 – THE LOUNGE – RAVEN & KIWI'S BIRTHDAY BASH
FRI 09 – LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE – 16-YEAR ANNIVERSARY PARTY!

FRI 09 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE – XOTICA-GO-GO
SUN 11 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

WED 14 – CLUB ROUGE – VALENTINE'S DAY CELEBRATION
FRI 16 – GUILTY PLEASURES – DESTINY'S BIRTHDAY PARTY
FRI 16 – TABOO (VANCOUVER) – TABOO ICE CREAM SOCIAL

FRI 16 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE – XOTICA-GO-GO
SAT 17 – STARS CABARET (SALEM) 
"BITE ME" VALENTINE'S DAY PARTY

SUN 18 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET
FRI 23 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE – XOTICA-GO-GO

SAT 24 – GUILTY PLEASURES – JANE'S BIRTHDAY PARTY
SUN 25 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

HAPPY HOURS

CABARET – 2PM-6PM
DEVILS POINT – 3PM-6PM

DESIRE – 6PM-9PM
DV8 – NOON-3PM

THE LOUNGE - 11AM-5PM

giveaways. Say less!

Wrapping up the events, Stars Caba-
ret (Salem) will hold a special Valen-
tine’s Day-themed party, appropriately 
named “Bite Me,” featuring special 
drinks and bite-size treats! Yummy!

HAUNTED STRIP CLUB ARCADE

Finally making it in the magazine a little 
later than expected, we have some spe-
cial moments from Dick & Scott's Haunted 
Strip Club Arcade last October. A huge 
thanks to everyone who attended and to 
all the actors, builders, and other sta� that 
made it all possible! Check out page 38 for 
the full pictorial. 

Tootle-oos, Kangaroos! 

Support your local businesses, including 
every industry business within these pag-
es.

IG: @exotic_mag 
X: @exoticmag
FB: @xoticmag
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Banshee and Eris in full arcade mode
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Depending on how single you are, ev-
eryone’s favorite February holiday is 
Valentine’s Day, so I will try to lean this 
month’s o�ering toward something ro-
mance-related. Please don’t take me for 
the sentimental type. I simply can’t think 
of any music-related material that jives 
with President’s Day, nor do I feel quali-
�ed to write anything about Black History 
Month. Genital-mashing it is, then.

While it would be easy to make some ni-
hilistic, snarky piece about failed relation-
ships within bands or a fun, juicy gossip 
listicle, I thought it would be a better use 
of my platform to clue you in on some 
lesser-known pairs that played together 
and stayed together.

Everyone knows about the failed mar-
riages that couldn’t bring down bands 
like The White Stripes or Fleetwood Mac 
and, depending on the time of this pub-
lication, Die Antwoord. There are also 
groups that couldn’t survive the dissolu-
tion of the romantic relationship that held 
it together. R.I.P. Sonic Youth and Cocteau 
Twins. It was fun while it lasted.

Nay, those wouldn’t be fun to write or 
read. Why kick a broken thing while it’s 
down? Some people just aren’t right for 
each other—no need to rub it in.

Instead, I thought I’d mention some of 
the more successful but less...boisterous 
couples that work together musically. 
If you haven’t heard of them before, it’s 
probably ‘cause they’re doin’ just �ne and 
never had Rumors-level lyrical spats with 
each other.

Gillian Gilbert and Stephen Morris 
(New Order)

Did you know there was a married couple 
in New Order? I didn’t either, until embar-
rassingly recently. These two survived 
low-paid punk upbringings in Manches-
ter and several world tours and are still 
going strong. What the hell is Peter Hook’s 
excuse for leaving? It couldn’t be because 

he doesn’t like the band anymore, consid-
ering his solo career consists of playing 
solely New Order and Joy Division covers. 
Either way, Gillian and Stephen’s meet-
cute seems like it’s ready for the indie �lm. 
Gillian used to be in a punk band called 
The Inadequates, and they rehearsed 
next to Joy Division. The Inadequates ap-
parently didn’t have a car, so they asked 

for a ride home in Joy Division’s van in 
exchange for buying one of their singles, 
which they hated. Gillian and Stephen be-
gan dating shortly after. When Ian Curtis 
had a solo viewing party of “Woyzeck” 
that went terribly wrong, Stephen con-
vinced the surviving members of the 
band to have Gillian round out the new 
group. Still together, still making music. 
Now, if only Pete and Barney could make 
up, I wouldn’t have to pay to see New Or-
der and Hook’s New Order separately.

Chris Frantz and Tina Weymouth 
(Talking Heads)

I feel like most readers are aware of this 
couple. Though probably not as aware 
that they were definitely the domestic 
core of the band that kept it from implod-
ing sooner than it did. Although this is 

mostly coming from Chris’s recent mem-
oir, it seems that before they got a proper 
manager, Tina handled a lot of the book-
ing herself. Everything I’ve read seems 
to imply there wasn’t even so much as 
a lover’s quarrel in their tenure with the 
band. Crazy to think, if you’ve ever been 
on tour—in a fucking punk band, no less. 
These guys toured Europe with the fuck-
ing Ramones. The van had to smell ter-
rible. Kudos to them for making it work. 
The hard part was dealing with David By-
rne’s ego. But hey, it looks like the four of 
them are now able to be in the same room 
together. Can we please not have another 
fucking Rolling Stones tour and instead 
have a Talking Heads reunion tour?

Kathleen Brennan and Tom Waits 

This one is a bit of a cheat since Kathleen 
doesn’t perform live with Tom, nor does 
she play on any of his records. However, 
it’s simply inaccurate to say they don’t 
have a musical partnership. Every album 
from 1992’s “Bone Machine” onward is 
produced by both Tom and Kathleen. 
From 1999’s “Mule Variations” onward, 
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they split writing credits. Kathleen was also given some 
writing credits as far back as 1985’s “Rain Dogs.” They 
clearly come as a package deal and are still together, 
living in NorCal with their three kids. This is more proof 
that Tom’s persona as the wayward, philandering al-
coholic is just that—a persona. But it’s also proof that 
you can be happily married and collaborate with your 
spouse to create a very authentic oeuvre of said per-
sona…while drinking in moderation.

Lucia Cifarelli and Sascha Konietzko (KMFDM)

Everyone’s favorite industrial band when they’re too 
afraid of being called a poser for saying Nine Inch 
Nails. Who woulda thought that the creative center of 
this aggressive, abrasive, loud, brash, and noisy out�t 
was a happily married couple living in Hamburg with 
their daughter? Obviously, Lucia isn’t a founding mem-
ber of Germany’s last signi�cant contribution to pop 
music (sorry, Rammstein, you’re just the hornier, radio-
glossed version of KMFDM). However, the band has in-
cluded her as a core member longer than it hasn’t (she 
joined in 2002). Doesn’t really seem like the right en-
vironment for a multi-decade monogamous relation-
ship, but just goes to show that it actually is. It’s the 
radio-friendly, money-making sounds of a band like 
Fleetwood Mac that is a recipe for �ghts, in�delity, and 
divorce. Before you go look it up, no, Lucia is not the 
female vocalist on “Juke Joint Jezebel.” However, check 
out “Bait and Switch” o� of 2009’s “Blitz” if you wanna 
hear “Juke Joint Jezebel’s” spiritual successor.



February is the month that “typical” people 
go out and do the “normal” thing of stress-
ing about what else they could possibly do 
for their signi�cant other that they hadn’t al-
ready accomplished just a month and a half 
ago (remember that day with all those lights 
and candles and trees and presents?). 

They get to enjoy the obviously necessary 
overload of romanticized commercials for 
those disgusting edible arrangements, 
male enhancement pills, Kay Jewelers, or 
for you locals, “The Shane Company, across 
the freeway from the Washington Square 
Mall. Open Monday through...”—you know 
the spiel. They enjoy these commercials be-
cause they are having a hard time determin-
ing what they should be getting their loved 
ones, so they need to be directed into the 
right lane with not-so-subliminal messag-
ing from these companies.

Once they have found their treasure and 
marked its location of procurement with 
an “X” on their map (or put it into their 
phone’s GPS), they then make a plan for 
how to make this commercialized holiday 
even more gooder by planning out the day 
and/or evening leading up to giving this to 
them. All good golden retriever signi�cant 
others get so excited about this—it’s almost 
overwhelming. Like…it’s almost visibly un-
comfortable how hard it is for them to keep 
this secret in them the last week before “the 
big day” comes around (February 14th, for 
those of you who just got into a relationship 
with one of these people). 

I, on the other hand, prefer to underwhelm. 
That way, this day is never brought up again 
in the future, and I can go about my normal 
life of just handing out gifts when I want to 
(pretty regularly, but never on a set sched-
ule). What others choose to do for this day is 
up to them and their partners (maybe) and 
might not always be what you would pic-
ture as a “romantic” night out. I’ve witnessed 
these events �rsthand or been on the re-
ceiving end, and I can say without a doubt 
that the world is going to crap—literally. 

All a girl wants is a Gomez Addams (or at 
least that’s what I think?). But these things 
listed below have set the standards so low 
that we just hope they don’t have to clean 

up the kitchen afterward or they don’t fall 
asleep after a couple of drinks. 

Here we go…with my list of romantic ideas 
that went through someone’s head at some 
point…

Tell your signi�cant other you have a big 
plan for them that weekend, but don’t 
pay for anything – You’ve made the reser-
vations (under your name, of course) for a 
modest hotel, so make sure to call ahead to 
your signi�cant other’s favorite restaurant, 
and book a couple’s massage. Catch? You 
don’t actually have the money for any of 
these things and never planned on paying 
to begin with. The secret is to not let them 
know any of this until you get to the hotel 
and they ask for a card. Simply “forget” your 
cards at home, except your ID. You’ll need 
that for alcohol at the fancy restaurant they 
pay for. D-bag rating: 4.5 out of 5 – de-
pending on cost.

Make plans with your signi�cant other, 
but leave to do something and don’t 
come back home until the next day…
empty-handed – This really keeps them 
on their toes and leaves a sense of mystery 
and intrigue, and I think the word I’m look-
ing for is anger? It’s bound to be a fun-�lled 
February 15th, complete with lots of silent 
treatment for a few days or loads of yelling, 
crying, alcohol, and maybe makeup sexy 
time. So…I mean, it might not have mat-
tered if you went through with the plans or 
not if the means led to the same end. D-bag 
rating: 5 out of 5 – due to the unfortunate 
slow-burn of a letdown given the entire day 
of the 14th.

Recall a memory you had with your loved 
one, and buy a gift relating to that mo-
ment. But realize after you give them 
the gift and recall the memory to them 
that this memory was not related to this 
person at all and was, in fact, another 
lover – This could go one of two ways. Ei-
ther this partner does not care (or is only 
slightly irritated) that the memory has to do 
with another person you slept with and at 
least enjoys the gift...or you end up a solo-
ist on the slide whistle for an undetermined 
amount of time. D-bag rating: 3 out of 5 – 
they at least put in e�ort (remember, we’re 

at the point where “at least” is what we hope 
for), even if their brain’s memory card is cor-
rupted.

Actually plan all of these things out, and 
plan to pay and go through with them – 
Well, what a surprise! After however long 
it’s been, you came through with bells and 
whistles, and what a real whopper this is 
because your partner is out seeing a movie 
with her friend, and they plan on having 
cosmopolitans together while pretending 
to be single just to get another free drink. 
It shouldn’t really come as a surprise, more 
of a letdown for your e�orts, which were 
too little, too late, and they’ve had enough. 
Now you get to enjoy a February 14th the 
way they did all these years. Enjoy the soli-
tude, guilt, and impending sense of dread 
for when they get back home, offering 
you some Sees-equivalent chocolates they 
bought themselves and then going to bed. 
D-bag rating: 1 out of 5 – You tried, just too 
late.

Get drunk at the bar and forget to make 
reservations at a hotel. You also have to 
use the bathroom – Your night ended suc-
cessfully without being kicked out of a bar 
after closing, things are feeling amorous, 
your partner laughed a few times at jokes 
you said, and it’s now 2:46 in the morning, 
the buses and MAX are all shut down for the 
night, you don’t have money for the 46-dol-
lar Uber ride home that’s a whole four miles 
away—and I repeat…you have to use the 
bathroom. Well, if your partner is drunk 
enough (let’s hope they are), the walk home 
won’t be so cold and long. 

Maybe you’ll also come across a house with 
a backyard and no lock on its gate, so you 
can �nally do your business on the side of 
the house—just like in the movie Friday. 
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While you’re back there having diarrhea, just tell your partner 
you were looking to see if there was a shortcut home through 
their yard and to wait out front for you. 

Hopefully, you found some grass to wipe with because that 
house probably didn’t have any paper products for you to use 
back there. There were dog poop bags, but why clean up after 
yourself? You’d de�nitely give yourself away if your partner saw 
that poop bag in your hand unless there was a trash bin right 
there to throw it into. Which, surprise, there had been. But such 
is the life of a 21st-century Gomez Addams—leave your shit for 
others to clean up, go home with your partner, open a 40 oz. 
and pass out with your pants halfway down. Again, hopefully, 
your partner was drunk enough to pass out beforehand, so they 
would be none the wiser. D-bag rating: 2 out of 5 – because 
your partner smiled that night. Even if you are an actual turd 
monster, you allowed them to remain ignorant of this.

And with that, I hope you all have a sexy and exciting February. If 
you aren’t, go �nd someone to do that with. Or do it alone. They 
have things for that, and I fully support independence when 
�nding one’s favorite romantic areas in life. 

Hannah One Cup can be found slapping pieces of bologna on this 
van in front of her house, which may or may not belong to the indi-
vidual who decided to poop in her yard. You’ll also probably �nd her 
drinking a dirty martini with extra olives at the sleaziest bar she can 
�nd with her partner or scouring the cupboards at home for some 
OGD (Old Grand-Dad).
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S T R I P  C L U B S  

82ND STRIP 1  FOOD LOTTERY
7737 SE 82nd Ave |  (503) 771-0096
Daily 12pm-1:30am 
ACROPOLIS 2  FOOD LOTTERY
8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Daily 11am-12am
ANGELS 3  FOOD 
10335 SE Foster Rd | (503) 889-0916
Daily 1pm-8pm
BOTTOMS UP! 4  FOOD LOTTERY
16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Tue-Sun 12pm-12am
CABARET 5  FOOD 
17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529
Daily 2pm-2:30am
CLUB DETOUR 6  FOOD 
215 W Burnside St | (971) 385-1896
Wed-Thu 9pm-2:30am, Fri-Sat 8pm-2:30am
Sun 9pm-2:30am
CLUB ROUGE 7  FOOD LOTTERY
Portland: 403 SW Harvey Milk St | (503) 227-3936
Daily 5pm-2am
Beaverton: 8687 SW Hall Blvd | (971) 266-8340
Daily 11am-2am 
CLUB TEASE 9  FOOD 
4523 NE 60th Ave | (503) 288-9771
Mon-Thu 11am-12:30am, Fri-Sat 11am-9pm 
COLUMBIA STRIP 10  FOOD LOTTERY
605 N Columbia Blvd | (503) 289-1351
Sun-Thu 12pm-1:30am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am
DESIRE 11  FOOD LOTTERY
535 NE Columbia Blvd | (971) 339-2198
Daily 3pm-2:30am
DEVILS POINT 12  FOOD LOTTERY
5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513
Daily 11am-2:30am 
DIAMONDS 13  FOOD LOTTERY
318 SW 3rd Ave | (503) 206-7133
Daily 6pm-2:30am
DOMINIQUE STELLA 34  FOOD 
15826 SE Division St | (503) 319-0318
Tue-Sun 1pm-2:30am 
DREAM ON 14  FOOD LOTTERY
15920 SE Stark St | (503) 253-8765
Daily 11am-1am
DV8 15  FOOD LOTTERY
5021 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 12pm-2:30am
THE GOLD CLUB 16  FOOD LOTTERY
17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Mon-Fri 12pm-2am, Sat-Sun 2pm-2am
GOLDEN DRAGON EXOTIC CLUB 17  18+
324 SW 3rd Ave | (503) 274-1900
Tue-Thu 6pm-4am, Fri-Sat 6pm-6am,  
Sun 6pm-4am

GUILTY PLEASURES 18  FOOD LOTTERY
13639 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 760-8128
Open At 5pm Daily
HAWTHORNE STRIP 19  FOOD LOTTERY
3532 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 2pm-2:30am
KIT KAT CLUB 20  FOOD LOTTERY
231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229
Daily 4pm-2:30am
THE LOUNGE 21  FOOD LOTTERY
6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Daily 11am-2am
LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 22  FOOD LOTTERY
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am
MAGIC TAVERN 23  FOOD
2460 NW 24th Ave | (503) 894-8436 
Mon-Thu 7am-1am, Fri-Sat 7am-2am,  
Sun 4pm-1am
MARY’S CLUB 24  FOOD LOTTERY
503 W Burnside St | (503) 227-3023
Daily 11:30am-2:30am
REVEAL LOUNGE 25  FOOD LOTTERY
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 477-6628
Daily 4pm-2:30am
SASSY’S 26  FOOD LOTTERY
927 SE Morrison St | (503) 231-1606
Daily 10:30am-2:30am 
STAG PDX 27  FOOD 
317 NW Broadway | (503) 894-9679
Mon-Thu 7pm-2am, Fri-Sat 4pm-2:30am,
Sun 11am-2am
STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT 28  FOOD LOTTERY
17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
THE SUNSET STRIP 29  FOOD LOTTERY
10205 SW Park Way | (503) 297-8466
Mon-Fri 2pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 5pm-2:30am
THE VENUE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 30  FOOD LOTTERY
9950 SE Stark St | (503) 477-9523
Daily 10am-2:30am
TROPHY’S GENTLEMEN'S LOUNGE 31  FOOD 
8000 SE Foster Rd | (503) 954-2379
Daily 12pm-2am 
UNION JACKS 35  FOOD
938 E Burnside St | (503) 236-1125
Mon-Fri 6pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 2:30pm-2:30am
X EXOTIC LOUNGE 32  FOOD LOTTERY
15 SW 2nd Ave | (503) 790-9090
Daily 7pm-2:30am
XPOSE 33  FOOD LOTTERY
10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364
Daily 3pm-2:30am

E V E R Y T H I N G  E L S E
ADAM & EVE 101
9220 SW Barbur Blvd #115 | (503) 224-1604
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm
ALL ADULT SUPER SHOP 102
14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours
BLACK DIAMOND RECORDING STUDIOS 104
1424 SE 162nd Ave | (503) 477-6523
Daily 7am-9pm
EYE CANDY FASHIONS 105
10412 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 771-0080
Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
1310 SE 7th Ave | (971) 666-0237
Tue-Sat 12pm-8pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (4) 106
3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 10am-12am 
15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 10am-12am
1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
FANTASYLAND (2) 107
5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours
16016 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours
HOT BOX 108
3785 SW Hall Blvd | (503) 574-4057
Daily 10am-9pm
JUST BLISS 109
6712 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 384-2373
Call For Hours 
LOVE TOYS 110
10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours
MR. PEEP’S / MR. PEEP’S TOO (2) 111
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours
PDX BARBIES  113
11142 NE Halsey St | (503) 206-4535
Daily 24 Hours
PDX PEACHES  114
9243 NE Glisan St | (503) 444-7155
Daily 24 Hours
PEEP HOLE 115
709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617
Daily 24 hours
THE PLEASURE PALACE 128
3443 SE César E Chávez Blvd | (503) 208-2148
Daily 24 Hours

PUSSYCATS 116
3414 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 477-7019
Daily 24 hours
SHEENA’S GSPOT 117
8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111
Daily 24 hours
SILVER SPOON 118
8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am-5pm
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE 119
8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090
Daily 24 hours
TABOO VIDEO (4) 120
Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Daily 11am-12am
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 206-4708
Portland: 237 SE MLK JR Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Daily 8am-2am 
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am
Portland: 14712 SE Stark St  | (971) 888-5159
Daily 10am-12am
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Sun-Thu 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat 8am-12am
TORCHED ILLUSIONS 121
17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-12am
TORCHED ILLUSIONS II 122
12963 SW Pacific Hwy | (503) 430-5140
Daily 11am-10pm
THE VELVET ROPE 123
3533 SE César E Chávez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Fri-Sat 8pm-3am, Sun 8pm-2am
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT 124
7303 SE 82nd Ave | (971) 291-9765 
Call For Hours
X-OTIC TAN 125
8431 SE Division St | (503) 257-0622
Daily 24 hours
X-SENSUAL 126
3520 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 954-3115 
5226 SE Foster Rd | (503) 477-4614
Daily 24 Hours
XXXTASY 127
10518 NE Sandy Blvd Unit B | (503) 849-1138
Daily 24 hours

D I S P E N S A R I E S
MARIJUANA PARADISE A
9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm
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A L B A N Y
 ADULT SHOP 
3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am

A S T O R I A
 ANNIE’S SALOON 
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage
Tue-Sat 5pm-2:30am

B E N D
IMAGINE THAT 
197 NE Third St / (541) 312-8100
Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
197 NE 3rd St / (541) 388-4081
Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers
6pm-2:30am / 7 Days

C O O S  B AY
BACHELOR'S INN 
63721 Edward Rd / (541) 266-8827
Strip Club, Fine Food, Fancy Ladies, Cocktails
& Lottery
Mon-Sat 4pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am 

C O R V A L L I S
EVA’S BOUTIQUE 
2315 NW 9th St / (541) 754-7039
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri & Sat 10am-12am

E U G E N E
ADULT SHOP 
90 Holeman Ave / (541) 688-5411
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
B&B DISTRIBUTORS 
710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999
Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
720 Garfield St / (541) 345-2873
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
THE NILE 
1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869
Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers
Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am
SILVER DOLLAR CLUB 
2620 W 10th Pl / (541) 485-2303
Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

G E R V A I S
LAST CHANCE SALOON 
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage
Sun-Thu 6pm-12am, Fri-Sat 6pm-2am

K L A M AT H  F A L L S
THE ALIBI 
5711 S 6th St / (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery
3pm-2:30am / 7 Days

L I N C O L N  C I T Y
IMAGINE THAT  
2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
(Downstairs When Entering From Highway 101)
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

M E D F O R D
ADULT SHOP 
261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

N E W P O R T
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

O A K L A N D
ADULT SHOP 
726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

R O S E B U R G
FILLED WITH FUN 
2498 Old Highway 99E S / (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,  
Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12pm-9pm

S A L E M
ADULT SHOP 
155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
3113 River Rd N / (503) 390-4371
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
BOB’S ADULT BOOKS 
3815 State St / (503) 363-3846
Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater 
Mon-Wed 11am-8pm, Thu-Sat 11am-11pm, 
Sun 12pm-6pm
CHEETAHS XXX CABARET  
3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969
18+ Juice Bar
Tue-Thu 7pm-4am, Fri-Sat 7pm-5am & Sun 
7pm-4am
DIZZY’S SMOKE SHOP 
1051 Commercial St SE / (503) 585-0050
21+ Head Shop & Gift Shop
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3593 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 385-8111
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
5530 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6754
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET 
5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782
Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery
Mon-Fri 2pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 6pm-2:30am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
3473 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 370-7080
Videos, Magazines, Multi Ch. Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063
Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 339-7368
Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am
VIXENS 
3815 State St / (971) 304-7082
Lingerie Modeling
24 Hours / 7 Days

S P R I N G F I E L D
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3270 Gateway St C / (541) 726-2445  
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
EXCLUSIVELY ADULT 
1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969
Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
Mon-Tue 8am-12am, Wed-Sun 24 Hours
SECRET LOUNGE 
1195 Main St / (458) 240-7215
1 Big Stage, Full Food Menu, Free Parking 
11am-2:30am / 7 Days

T H E  D A L L E S
ADULT SHOP 
3506 W 6th St / (541) 298-1874
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

MON-SAT 11AM-1AM, SUN 11AM-12AMB R E M E R T O N  
ADULTS ONLY BREMERTON 
317 N Callow Ave / (360) 627-7318
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am 
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
338 N Callow Ave / (360) 373-0551
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade 
Mon-Sat 9am-1am, Sun 10am-10pm

C E N T R A L I A  

PARADISE FOR ADULTS ONLY 
1011 S Gold St / (360) 807-8932
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies 
Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 12pm-12am

D E S  M O I N E S
AIRPORT VIDEO 2 
21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Video Peep Shows, Movies,
Novelties & Toys
10am-2am / 7 Days

E V E R E T T
AIRPORT VIDEO 1 
11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555
Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
Daily 10am-1am

K E N N E W I C K
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

K E N T
KINX ADULT SHOP 
604 Central Ave S / (253) 200-4200
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,  
Sun 12pm-6pm

L A K E W O O D
LIBERTY BOOK STORE 
3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade
Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

LY N N W O O D
DEANNA’S VIDEO 
15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
9am-11pm / 7 Days

P A S C O
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3724 N Rainier Ave / (509) 547-5341
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-12am, Sun 10am-10pm

S E AT T L E
FANTASY UNLIMITED SLU 
2027 Westlake Ave / (206) 682-0167
Toys, Lingerie, Novelties & Books
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

FANTASY UNLTD AT THE MARKET 
1510 1st Ave / (206) 624-1784
DVDs, Toys, Lingerie, Novelties, Books, Theater & Arcade
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am, 
Sun 10am-8pm
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days
JOES’ BAR & GRILL 
500 S King St / (206) 223-9266
Drinks, Pull Tabs, Pool Table
10am-2am / 7 Days 
SUGAR’S 
10338 Aurora Ave N / (206) 523-1227
18+, 1 Stage, VIP Area, ATM
10am-2:30am / 7 Days
TABOO VIDEO 
9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855
DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
Sun-Tue 10am-10pm, Wed-Sat 10am-12am
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET 
7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225
18+ Gentlemen’s Club (No Cover), Private Rooms
Pool, ATM
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 5pm-2:30am 
VIDEO VIDEOS 
10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973
DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties, 
Theater
10am-1am / 7 Days

S P O K A N E
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
3813 N Division St / (509) 324-8961
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Thu 9am-12am, Fri-Sat 9am-2am, 
Sun 12pm-10pm

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days

T O L E D O
RED’S DESIRE ADULT STORE 
431 State Route 506 / (360) 864-6630
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon 12pm-8pm, Tue-Thu 12pm-9pm,  
Fri-Sat 12pm-10pm

YA K I M A
X SPOT 
1111 N 1st St Suite #5 / (509) 248-8598
Adult Toys, Movies, Magazines, Lingerie & 
Arcade
9am-11pm / 7 Days
YAKIMA ARCADE 
21 S Front St / (509) 575-9433
Adult Toys, Movies, Magazines, Lingerie & 
Arcade
9am-11pm / 7 Days

O R E G O N W A S H I N G T O N

DID WE MISS A 
LOCATION?

EMAIL INFO@XMAG.COM
OR TEXT/CALL (503) 241-4317

AND LET US KNOW!
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KIT KAT CLUB

Performers Are Welcome To Audition 
Daily Between 4pm And 5pm 

Creativity Is Encouraged 
231 SW Ankeny, In Ankeny St Alley 

Next To Voodoo Doughnut 
Text 503-919-8644 For More Information 

DV8 IS HIRING DANCERS 21+
To Set Up An Audition, Send Unfiltered 

Photos To DV8GentlemensClub@gmail.com 
HAWTHORNE STRIP

Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up Audition, Send Photos, 

A Brief Summary Of Your Experience 
& Contact Information To

HawthorneStrip@Gmail.com 
X EXOTIC LOUNGE

Dancers Are Welcome To Audition  
Tue-Sun Between 7pm And 8pm 

15 NW 2nd Avenue, Next To  
Ankeny Alley Text 503-919-8644  

For More Information 
PDX BARBIES
Hiring Models 18+

No Experience Needed • Flexible Schedule 
Clean & Discreet Environment 

DM IG: @PDX_Barbies Or X: @PDXBarbies 
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT

NOW HIRING
Flexible Schedules, Low Fees And A Fun 
Atmosphere! Join The Family - Reach Out 
Via Instagram DM @VictressEntertainment 

Or Give Us A Call (971) 291-9765
MOTIVATED MODELS NEEDED

Gspot is hiring motivated, money-minded 
lingerie models 18+. Female owned & 

operated — the most established lingerie 
shop in PDX. Text (503) 901-1101

or email sheena@pdxgirls.com 
 PDX PEACHES

The Hottest New Lingerie Shop Is 
Now Hiring - Become A Peach!
Apply Now At PDXPeaches.com  

(Find Us On IG & X: @PDX_Peaches & @
PDX_Peaches1)

NOW HIRING MODELS (18+)
AT JUST BLISS!

No Schedule Required
No Stage Fee - Or Tip Outs  

Work By Appointment (503) 384-2373 
6712 NE Sandy Blvd • Portland, OR 97213

IG: @_Just__Bliss_ & X: @__Just_Bliss_
XXXTASY

Now Hiring Entertainers 18+ 
No Experience Needed 
Call (503) 849-1138 Or 

Email XXXtasyPDX@Gmail.com 
TABOO ADULT VIDEO IS HIRING
Join The Team! Bring Your Résumé  

In To Any Of Our Locations.  
The Northwest’s Best Store For Adults! 

www.TabooVideo.com
FANTASYLAND ADULT VIDEO
In Clackamas, OR Is Looking To Fill  

An On-Call Janitorial Position 
Call (503) 655-4667 For Info

SCULPTED ESTHETICS, LLC
All Natural, Less Painful Full Body  

Sugaring Or Body Sculpting Services 
Through Non-Invasive Treatments. 

Use Code CUPID For Valentine’s Special! 
www.SculptedEsthetics.net

BUSTY ALLY 
REPUTABLE & TAILORED EXPERIENCE

I Am An Established And Reputable 
Exotic Body Rub Provider, Experienced 

In Sensual, Tailored Nuru Experiences For 
Gentlemen. Incall And Hotel Outcall Is 

Available 24/7. Gents 35+ Only.
Call To Schedule! Ally (503) 728-8264 

www.RelaxationBliss.com

LIVE LIKE A VIP
HOT GIRLS MAKE BETTER COFFEE!

Visit The Bikini Baristas At
The Girls Next Door Espresso  
@ 8102 NE Killingsworth St 

Portland, OR 97218
SAINT SASHA PHOTOGRAPHY
IG: @SAINTSASHAPHOTOGRAPHY

HYPNOX PHOTOGRAPHY
HYPNOX@GMAIL.COM

 BE A BUNNY! 
We Will Work Around Your Schedule!

Housing Provided!
(775) 246-9901

MadamSuzette@BunnyRanch.com 
CLUB FOXY

Come Work In Paradise And Make $$$! 
Guam’s #1 Gentlemen’s Club! Great Team! 

Professional Environment!
Alicia (671) 747-7770

ClubFoxyGuam@Gmail.com 
www.ClubFoxy.us IG: ClubFoxyGuam

CLUB USA
The Hottest Adult Nightclub In Guam
$500 Weekly Salary, Free Housing, 

Free Airfare, Drink And Dance 
Commissions Plus Tips

Contact (671) 688-5235 Or
Email Pat@ClubUSAGuam.com

STARS CABARET
1550 Weston Court NE · Salem, OR

(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily  
DANCE AT CHEETAHS IN SALEM!

Auditions 18+ 7pm-10pm
DREAM ON & THE LOUNGE

New Booking Manager
Looking For Beautiful, Professional 
Women With Good Personalities! 

Must Be 21+ 
Please Contact Jordan To Set Up An  

Audition. (503) 482-4000 
DEVILS POINT & LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 
Now Accepting Applications For Bar Staff 

And DJs. Must Have Current And Valid 
OLCC And Food Handlers Card. Experi- 
enced And Professional Personnel Only. 

www.DevilsPointBar.com/Contact 
STARS BRIDGEPORT

Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff
Audition Times Mon-Thu 2pm-8pm,  
Sun 4pm-8pm Call (503) 726-2403 

CABARET
17544 SE Stark St 

Hiring Girls 18 & Over
Auditions Daily 2pm-5pm

Call (503) 252-3529 
UNION JACKS CLUB

Looking For Beautiful Dancers With Great 
Attitudes! Experience Preferred, But Not  

Required. No Drama, Female-Owned  
Business. Text (503) 780-7526 For Booking  

CLUB ROUGE
Contracting Entertainers At Their Down-
town Portland And Beaverton Locations. 
Auditions Are Held Daily From 3pm-5pm.

 
       Scan
         To
       Apply

CLUB DESIRE IS NOW 
HIRING DANCERS!!!

Low House Fee. Flexible Hours. 
Text (503) 347-3267 To Set Up An Audition!!!

 GUILTY PLEASURES
GENTLEMEN’S CLUB

Hiring Dancers 18 And Over For 
Portland’s Hottest Club · Auditions Mon-Fri 
Text/Call For Auditions (971) 352-2414

 X-SENSUAL
Now Hiring Models 18+ 

No Experience Necessary · Flexible Hours 
Email XSensualPDX@Gmail.com  

Or Text (503) 510-7936 Or DM Us
On Instagram At XSensual_PDX,  
XSensual_Foster Or XSensual_82 

Or On X At XSensualPDX 

CLASSIFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE

CALL (503) 8044479
EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@XMAG.COM

   • MISCELLANEOUS •
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I’ve been a bouncer for six and a half years 
now, and in that time, I’ve run into all manner 
of di�culties that come with the job. Drunk 
people alone manage to cause an entire 
spectrum of new, interesting, and unpleasant 
problems; one night, maybe a crying drunk 
girl gets mascara stains all over my shirt, and 
the next night, perhaps someone shits in the 
urinal...drunks are creative that way. Ongo-
ing interpersonal dramas that, some-stupid-
fucking-how, I end up having to deal with (or 
even just hear about) are a particularly enjoy-
able di�culty I run into a lot, and when I say 
“fun,” what I really mean is “my personal hell.” 
Seriously, who the fuck watches Days of Our 
Lives?! I get really goddamn annoyed when 
I have to deal with other people’s drama at 
work. At least then, I’m getting paid for it. 
Watching it on TV is the last thing I want to 
do, which is probably why I gravitate towards 
comedies. But I digress. 

Danger is another common challenge on the 
job. I’ve had guns pointed in my face a couple 
of times, and I’ve heard shots within a couple 
of blocks more times than I can count. I’ve 
stared down unhinged, angry people armed 
with axes and hammers. I recently stepped 
up for a knife �ght that didn’t come to frui-
tion, presumably because the other fella 
didn’t realize we’d both be holding knives. 
Well, that, and mine was bigger. I’ve found 
that one of the most challenging di�cul-
ties of the bouncer gig is the tightrope walk 
that is empathy. You could make the case 
for which character traits make for a good 
bouncer: courage, strength, wisdom…but 
I think empathy is one that doesn’t get the 
attention it deserves, and the nature of the 
job makes it an easy one to neglect or even 
abandon.

I get paid to protect my people; a danger-
ous situation is made no less dangerous by 
knowing that the person making it that way 
may be mentally ill or homeless. Removing, 
neutralizing, or otherwise ending the danger 
is the only thing that matters in that moment. 
The raggedy huddle smoking the foil half a 
block upwind of my club’s patio has to be 
relocated; the people I’m protecting are hav-

ing to breathe that fentanyl smoke, too, and 
that’s not acceptable; acknowledging some-
one’s struggles with addiction doesn’t make 
it okay for their smoke to be wafting into 
my patio. Focusing on negative things eas-
ily becomes a default mindset when you’re 
dealing with them regularly, especially since, 
as I mentioned earlier, empathy often takes 
a back seat to more pressing concerns. It’s 
easy to stop seeing humans and instead see 
them as anthropomorphized problems, like a 
really fucked up Pixar �ick; Crazy, Obnoxious, 
Drunk, Unstable, Smelly, Needy, Bum, Foil 
Smoker, Drama Queen, Nutjob, Junkie, Urinal 
Shitter. Wait a second...if anyone who works 
at Pixar somehow ends up reading this, hit 
me up—I have an idea for a movie.

Losing touch with empathy is understand-
able, but that doesn’t make it right. That’s 
when we become a part of the problem; not 
only do we end up losing touch with our hu-
manity, both individually and collectively, 
but we become willing participants in the 
very system that dumps addiction, poverty, 
and mental illness directly on our doorstep 
for you and I to deal with, rather than pro-
viding them with the help they need. We as 
bouncers need to have the self-awareness 
to recognize in ourselves when we’re los-
ing touch with empathy and compassion 
and correct course accordingly. That goes 
as much for me as for anyone else. After all, 
while bouncer work can earn you a living, 
that living probably does not exist in the lap 
of luxury. Interacting with the homeless pop-
ulation of the neighborhood where I work 
serves as a chilling reminder that I’m never 

more than one su�cient �nancial setback 
away from joining them. 

I try to keep that in mind when I have to 
deal with anyone in a security capacity. How 
would I prefer to be treated if I were in their 
shoes? I was a preacher’s kid growing up. As 
an adult, I’ve left religion in the rearview mir-
ror, but I’ve managed not to throw out the 
baby with the bath water. Several biblical 
nuggets of wisdom have stayed with me over 
the years; “Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself” and “Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you” are a few that come 
to mind. Never thought you’d be reading 
scripture in a skin mag like this one, did you? 
Don’t worry, I won’t make a habit of quoting 
the bible, but Jesus did seem to have an af-
�nity for the poor, the downtrodden, and sex 
workers. That’s an example I’m more than 
happy to follow.

None of this is to say we shouldn’t do what we 
need to do on the job. Deal with the danger, 
the drama, and the drunkenness as needed. 
That’s the whole gig. It’s what we’re paid to 
do. But as situations allow, take the time to 
get to learn about the underlying issues be-
hind someone’s troublesome behavior. Get 
to know the person behind the problem. 
Not every problem can be solved by kicking 
(Road House!). Security isn’t the only line item 
on the bouncer job description. It’s been my 
experience that bouncer work also includes 
such collateral duties as concierge, media-
tor, and occasional amateur therapist. Punch 
people when they need to be punched, but 
help people where you’re able to help. 

Nate Hazen is a bouncer, meme dealer, writer, 
and all-around swell guy. Both his approach 
to life and his approach to work have been 
shaped heavily by his parents, who taught him 
his whole life to be both “tough and tender.” As 
a parent of a transgender teenager, empathy is 
an issue that is near and dear to his heart.
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It’s February, and as such, we’re asked 
to provide gifts and luxuries to our 
others of signi�cance. A storied tradi-
tion, but not one I’m actually sure any-
one likes. Nobody enjoys perfunctory 
gifts—giving or getting.

It’s not a hard ask, of course, and peo-
ple tend to expect such things, but 
we as a species are really not great 
gift-givers. We give things we think 
people might want, and for what oc-
casion? Oh yes, the fact that we’re in a 
relationship. Wonderful.

The fact of the matter is, naturally, that 
we’re essentially obligated to do this. 
It’s what they call a “Hallmark holiday,” 
meaning its purpose is basically to 
sell shit nobody wants to people who 
buy into the charade. Fine. Do you. 
That said, there are things you should 
not give people for such a day. I will 
chronicle them here. Also, bonus to 
single people who are not obligated 
to give a shit.

Listed in no particular order, but usu-
ally, the good shit is saved for last.

Those Butthole Chocolates

Yes, you can get chocolates that are 

shaped like your very own asshole. 
There’s a company called “Edible 
Anus,” and their deal is pretty much 
that you cast a mold of your butthole, 
and in their words, “...the perfect gift 
for friends or enemies. We produce 
traditional handcrafted chocolates to 
the highest standards in our UK ate-
lier. We only sell fresh chocolate and 
believe the chocolate anus can dis-
solve cultural boundaries of age, race, 
gender, and class. We’ve all got one, 
and they are all di�erent!” Well, that’s 
inclusive, I guess, but you are liter-
ally sending someone a mold of your 
own asshole cast in chocolate. So, 
someone—presumably your sweet-
heart—gets a set of chocolate can-
dies shaped by your own anus. Bold, 
but barring certain fetishes, this does 
not seem like a great gift. Also, they’re 
in the UK and charge 40 pounds for 
this, which is like 52 US Dollars. Damn, 
that’s some expensive ass chocolate.

A Live Hippopotamus

This might seem like a weird one. 
Who gives a live hippo to someone 
as a gift? Well, Pablo Escobar, the fa-
mous cocaine kingpin of the 1980s, 
got a live hippo as a gift. While he was 

alive, he kept said hippos (yeah, there 
was more than one) in an enclosure 
on his estate. After his death, which 
resulted from an allergy to bullets, the 
hippos simply...left. This is the reason 
that Colombia has a steady problem 
with hippos, which branched from 
two breeding pairs into thousands of 
hippos that took up residence in the 
lakes and rivers of that �ne country. I 
wrote a prior article about this if you 
care to search xmag.com. It’s ridicu-
lous in the best way, but nevertheless, 
you probably should not gift some-
one a live hippopotamus.

Underwear or Lingerie

Look, nobody knows what the hell size 
our partners are. Maybe if you’re gay 
or something, and your boy�e boy�e 
wears the same size as you, sure. But 
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even then, don’t. Just don’t. I person-
ally am not gay, so I have to shop for 
a lady. I’m like, “Uh, what size stu� do 
you wear?” and I get a series of ex-
tended measurements. This also ba-
sically gives the game away, too. But 
when I receive these measurements, 
I’m saying to myself, “Whoa, what the 
hell did I just dip my thumb into?” I’m 
mapping this out on graph paper and 
am thinking to myself, “What the ab-
solute fuck did I get involved in? I’m 
just trying to buy underwear! How do 
women even buy clothes?!” Apparent-
ly, it takes some doing. Don’t even try. 
Though I did get some kind of weird 
battle panties from a lady once, and 
I was sorta like, “Well, thanks, I think.” 
Let me tell you, nobody wants to see 
me in a lace crotch pouch, which is 
the only way I can really describe this 
gift I was presented with. I think she 
got it just to laugh at me, but it’s okay 
because I was laughing at me also.

Flowers

Okay, this might be contestable, as it’s 
a traditional gift. Get her some �ow-
ers—no big, standard stu�. But no-
body really likes �owers. They exist for 
a couple of days and then die hard. It’s 
super�cial. It’s saying, “Look, I got you 
something that looks neat but will not 
last.” There are implications there. Yes, 
I am aware this is a traditional gift for 
the ladies. Well, I think for the ladies, 
as I’ve never met a guy who got �ow-
ers from a woman. That’d be a hell of 
a thing, though. “Here, I got you some 

�owers.” “Er, that’s...nice. Now what do 
I do with them?” while dude is think-
ing how much better that money 
could have been spent on beer.

Stupid Stu�ed Animals

I do realize that this list is mostly 
about fellas buying stu� for ladies, 
but do not, I repeat, do not, purchase 
ridiculous, oversized stu�ed animals. 
You’re buying a gift for a lover/part-
ner/whatever, and nobody likes this. 
All it does is take up space. “Hey dar-
ling, I bought you a six-foot-tall teddy 
bear, which, if it came to life, would kill 
us all.” Not that stu�ed animals com-
ing to life is a signi�cant risk, but we 
must consider outlier cases. It’s best 
to hedge your bets and make sure, at 
the very least, you’re not consuming 
excess space in your GF’s home.

AIDS

Worst gift in the world. Moving on.

Novelty T-Shirts

Yes, you can very a�ordably have a T-

shirt printed with your face or his/her 
face on it, and it’s quite readily avail-
able. Please, do not do this. Then you 
basically are obligating someone to 
wear this horrible item of clothing. I 
imagine they will, at least once, and 
oddly, this is one that comes to the 
guys from the ladies. Usually, it’s the 
guys who are the worst gift-givers, 
but this is nearly exclusively the prov-
ince of estrogen. Anyone thinking 
about this should reconsider. Also, 
you can get a co�ee mug with that 
same photo on it for about the same 
cost, and then nobody has to look like 
a fool. He can drink his co�ee out of a 
mug with your stupid face on it, and 
that’s perfectly �ne!

Just do a nice dinner and maybe a 
movie. That’s the gold standard. No 
need to get weird about things. Also, 
I’m pretty sure I did not save the best 
for last. I think the hippo wins it.

-Wombstretcha

Wombstretcha the Magni�cent is 
a bad gift-giver, destructive driv-
er, custom t-shirt maker, writer, 
and retired rapper from Portland, 
OR. He can be found at his web-
site, wombstretcha.com, on X 
as @wombstretcha503, and on 
MeWe.com and Facebook.com 
as “Wombstretcha the Magni�-
cent,” which is his legal name.
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